Minutes of the full Council Meeting held at 7.00 pm, 19th March 2012, at the Village Hall, Gwaelod y Garth.
PRESENT: -

Councillors: 

John Harrison (Chairman), Sandie Rosser, Wynford Ellis Owen, 





Nikki Howard, Stuart Thomas, Lindsay Davies Sara Pickard,




Eric Priday & Penri Williams

ALSO PRESENT:




County Councillor Craig Williams. (arrived late)
APOLOGIES: -
Councillors:

Jim Prosser, Mike Jones & Stewart McKay 
193
Police Matters
PC Huw Thomas was not present owing to a course but the Clerk advised that he had received a report from the Neighbourhood Policing office detailing the crimes in the three villages for the month of February 2012 and he had also received a more up-to-date report from PC Thomas before he went on the course.  These had been circulated to Councillors for scrutiny and the only comment he had received was from Cllr Rosser who was querying the apparent absence of a burglary in GYG which had not been included in the figures.  The Neighbourhood Policing office had responded to this pointing out this burglary had been included in the January figures.  A brief discussion took place about the PACT meetings and the Clerk advised that they were advertised in the Community Noticeboards and also on mybobby.com.
194
Public Session

Mr Derek Thomas, the Chairman of GYG Community Action, addressed the meeting to give Councillors an up-date of the missing bus-seat especially in the light of documents circulated to the Community Council, himself and others, by Mr Griffiths, 1 Nant y Garth , GYG.  Mr Griffiths is the person who has adversely possessed the land alongside 1 Nant y Garth which is in the ownership of Mr Keith Roberts.  During this adverse possession a public bench which was on the land owned by Mr Roberts was removed by Mr Griffiths.  Mr Griffiths has twice tried to obtain planning permission for another detached house on this land and has been refused on both occasions.  Mr Roberts offered the land to both CCC and the PCC but because of open-ended legal issues involving the adverse possession, both Councils turned down the offer.  Mr Roberts is currently negotiating with Mr Griffiths for Mr Griffiths to buy the land excluding the strip adjacent to the roadway to allow for the re-instatement of the bench and allow access to the stream for essential maintenance.  Mr Thomas felt that the documents circulated by Mr Griffiths contained disputed and, in some cases, bizarre claims, although it was noticed that Mr Griffiths admitted that he had removed the seat.  Mr Thomas advised the meeting that the perception of some villagers was that the Council were doing nothing to re-instate the seat and that Mr Griffiths had been allowed to get away with effectively stealing an item that had been paid for with public money.
Mr Ken Hughes advised the meeting that the bus-shelter at High Corner, Pentyrch had been smashed by local youths.  He also commented on the fact that CCC had started removing the traffic humps from Lon y Fro prior to re-surfacing the road.  He queried why now and where was the money coming from.

195
Matters Arising from the Public Session.

Cllr Davies agreed with Mr Thomas’ assessment of the current situation but argued that the PCC had done as much as it could to try to have the seat re-instated and queried what else villagers expected the PCC to do.  This was essentially a matter between the land owner and Mr Griffiths and this Council had agreed to fund a replacement seat when the issues of land ownership were resolved.  The Clerk also pointed out that the PCC had neither purchased nor had they been responsible for the maintenance of the bench.  CCC were the owners, as had been proved by Mr Thomas from his examination of the archives, and a former employee of the PCC had maintained the bench in an ‘ultra vires’ fashion as he lived in GYG. The Clerk felt that the documents circulated by Mr Griffiths were nothing more than a negotiating technique to try and reduce the cost of the land he was trying to purchase from Mr Roberts.  A general discussion then took place and it was agreed that there was nothing further that the PCC could do, at this time, especially in view of the stance CCC had taken in relation to the loss of the bench.
Cllr Davies asked the Chairman that when County Councillor Williams arrived if it would be permissible to re-open the public session in order that he may up date the meeting regarding the issues that had been discussed the previous month and especially School Lane.  The Chairman asked the meeting for its approval and it was agreed.
196
Minutes of the full Council meeting held on 20th February 2012
The minutes were proposed as accurate by Cllr Thomas, seconded by Cllr Howard.  They were agreed and then signed by the Chairman.  
197
Matters Arising
Paragraph 181.3
Cllr Davies felt that mention had been made of a policy in relation to requests to purchase Council land.  The Clerk stated that it had been agreed that a terrier map would be created for each Councillor, together with photographs of the land in question.  Unfortunately this would take time and the Clerk had been unable to prioritise this in view of competing demands.  Nevertheless it was on the list of matters to be done.  Clerk to arrange
Paragraph 183 (d)
Cllr Davies admitted that her consideration of the planning application for The Cottage, Garth Hill, had been confused by an earlier planning application in respect of a micro-brewery at a garage at the same location and she had erroneously not made any adverse comments.  She advised members that she had rectified this situation by submitting her comments to the north-west conservation group as there were concerns over parking.

Paragraph 186

Cllr Rosser commented that Mrs Gilian Hammett’s grandson had been delighted to receive the book token.

198
Minutes of the Applications Committees held on 29th February and 12th March 2012.
Cllr Williams wished to record his thanks for the members of the committee for their diligence and proposed that the minutes were accepted.  Cllr Harrison seconded this and also added his own personal congratulations and thank you to the committee members for their hard work.  The minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman.

199
Matters arising
Cllr Priday raised the issue of the time scales for money and, in the event of an applicant being unable to match-fund the money needed, what would happen to any unspent money?  A discussion ensued and it was agreed that the Clerk would write to all applicants to advise them of the following:

(a) The outcome of their applications.  
(b) That the offers made were a promissory note to the amount of funding agreed and would be paid upon completion of match-funding and/or the commencement of the works specified.  
(c) A requirement for the applicants to supply a realistic estimate of when they would be in a position to have acquired the match-funding, in order to set a time limit, which would be decided upon at a subsequent Council meetings and dependent on the merits of the application.  
Clerk to arrange
200
Community Link
Cllr Williams stated that the Link was ready for distribution and the Clerk confirmed that it had been received and he was in the process of arranging distribution.  The Clerk went on to advise members that the net cost of the Link continued to reduce as the colour adverts became more popular.  This was demonstrated in the current issue where advertisers were jockeying for space.  In addition every photograph submitted to the editor was in colour and the Clerk had asked the printer to calculate how much it would cost to add colour to the centre pages, as well as the front and back pages.  He felt this would improve the quality of the finish as well as increase advertising revenue and should therefore be self-financing.  As soon as the Clerk had this information he would report back to the Council for a decision. This was met with general approval.  Clerk to arrange
201
Clerk’s Report
201.1
Fields in Trust.
The Clerk advised members that Creigiau Recreation Ground was now formally part of the Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge and that the land registry documents had been completed.  The Clerk also advised members that a free plaque had been ordered and told Cllr Howard that he believed it would be bi-lingual. 
201.2
Village/Community Online Diary
The Clerk advised members of the proposal put forward by Shaun Kerrigan, a Pentyrch resident, for an online diary for all local organisations to record the events coming up in order that clashes could be avoided.  The Clerk thanked Cllr Williams for putting a calendar on the Council’s web-site which would now need to be advertised so that any local organisation could input their up-coming events. Clerk to arrange
201.3
Penuel Road, Graveyard
The Clerk advised members that he had received notification from the Welsh Baptist Union Corporation Ltd that according to the lease the annual rent was reviewed every 14 years and that the cost would increase in 2012 from £10 a year to £14.76.  There was a general discussion with Councillors expressing their disquiet that the PCC were paying rent to maintain a graveyard belonging to somebody else and felt that perhaps the Welsh Baptist Union should be paying the PCC for the service we provided.  It was felt that the increase requested, of nearly 50%, was excessive.  Cllr Williams proposed writing to the Welsh Baptist Union offering a peppercorn rent of £1.  This was seconded by Cllr Thomas and agreed.  Clerk to arrange

201.4
Guaranteed Investment Account
The Clerk felt that in view of the decisions made regarding the distribution of the monies from the Rest Centre that a re-investment would be made in April as it was unlikely that a request for the money from an applicant would occur before the new Council in May.  This was agreed.
201.5
Cardiff Vision Forum
Councillors felt that this was a decision that should be made by the new Council in the May meeting.  Clerk to arrange

201.6
Jones the Butchers, Pentyrch
Cllr Williams advised members that he had that day seen Henry Jones who had given him a letter addressed to the Museum Committee, in which he was formally offering his weighing scales to the museum place other items.  A discussion ensued on how best to acknowledge the long service he, and his father before him, had given to Pentyrch village.  It was decided that the Clerk would write to Henry Jones to thank him and accept his offer for the museum and also formally thank him for the years of service.  Clerk to arrange

201.7
Charter between CCC and Cardiff’s Community Council
Councillors welcomed the approval of the Charter by CCC on 8th March 2012 and agreed that the Chairman should sign the final page in order that it may be returned to CCC for incorporating into one document.  The Chairman then signed the document.  Clerk to arrange

201.8
Grants
The Clerk advised members that no grants had been received from within the Community but they may wish to consider the application made by Pentyrch Art Group to the Applications Committee, which failed the criteria for that process with the recommendation that they apply for a grant in the normal way.  In addition as it was the end of the financial year consideration should be given to applications from outside the Community.  This provoked a discussion with Cllr Thomas initially proposing a grant of £50 to the Pentyrch Art Group although this did not attract a seconder.  Cllr Williams proposed £180 for the Art group and £20 for each of the external applicants.  This was seconded by Cllr Owen.  Other Councillors disagreed with Cllr Davies stating that she did not want to see PCC grants going outside the Community.  Cllr Rosser queried Radyr & District Good Neighbours Club and the Clerk advised that they regularly applied for grants but had not done so recently.  A vote was taken on the proposal made by Cllr Williams but it was defeated by 6 votes to 2.  Cllr Priday proposed that no grants would be paid and the money left would be added to the budget for next years grants.  He also proposed that the Pentyrch Art Group be written to formally recommending they apply for a grant at the first consideration of the new Council in the June meeting.  This was seconded by Cllr Howard and agreed by a vote of 6 for and 1 against. Clerk to arrange
202
Schedule of Payments and Receipts
Payments of £6,858.17p and receipts of £15.00p were recorded for February 2012.  These were proposed as accepted by Cllr Thomas, seconded by Cllr Priday and agreed.  
203
Planning Applications
There were 8 planning applications to consider and the Clerk advised that he had not received any requests for plans to be printed off for the meeting:
a) 12/00245/DCH ~ 15 Maes y Nant, Creigiau.  Both Cllrs Thomas and Howard expressed concerns regarding this application and wished to view the detailed plans on the web-site before reverting to the Clerk with any specific concerns for Development Control. 
b) 12/00271/DCH ~ 7 The Terrace, Creigiau.  No adverse comments.
c) 12/00288/DCH ~ Vale View, Heol Pant y Gored, Pentyrch.  No adverse comments.
d) 12/00318/DCO ~ Agricultural Barn (site of former quarry), Church Road, Pentyrch.  Cllr Priday expressed concern over this development and queried the need for a barn under ‘agricultural determination’ at a location which had been a quarry for some 40 years.  Cllr Williams also commented that access was very poor to the site as it was located at a pinch point in the road.  The Clerk was asked to raised these concerns with CCC (Development Control). Clerk to arrange

e) 12/00369/DCH ~ 28 Dol y Felin, Creigiau.  No adverse comments.

f) 12/00370/DCH ~ 6 Maes Cadwgan, Creigiau.  No adverse comments.
g) 12/00392/DCH ~ Glan y Nant, Church Road, Pentyrch.  Cllr Priday believed this to be the last house in the conservation area and asked that the Clerk ensure that CCC (Development Control) were aware that any extension should be in keeping with the conservation area.  Clerk to arrange

h) 12/00402/DCO ~ Land to rear Heol Berry, Gwaelod y Garth.  The GYG Councillors requested time to study the plans before reverting to the Clerk with any concerns for CCC (Development Control).
204
Correspondence
Cllr Rosser stated she had not received the email/letter dated 22.2.12 and was shown the original copy.  Cllr Thomas referred to the email dated 12.3.12 regarding Station Road, Creigiau and requested a copy be sent to him.  Clerk to arrange
Cllr Davies referred to her email of 13.3.12 and advised that she was still awaiting a response from the Postmaster as to any potential changes in hours.  She also queried the correspondence with Victoria Rogers of CCC (Museum) and Cllr Williams advised her of his attempts to get her to attend the PCC museum.  Cllr Thomas queried the two emails from Trudi Evans, both dated 12.3.12 and the Clerk explained nature of the correspondence to the meeting.

205
Road & Traffic Management
Cllr Owen raised the issue of the 40 mph limit on the A.4119, Llantrisant Road at Capel Llanilltern through the bends and was dismayed at CCC response to the request to extend the 40 mph limit towards the bridge over the motorway, so as to encompass the junction with Star Lane.  He felt with school-children having to cross a section of the derestricted part of the road and horses emerging from Ty Fry Farm that the decision by CCC was incomprehensible.  He requested that the Clerk write again requesting the decision be reviewed. Clerk to arrange
Cllr Harrison commented that he was delighted with the re-surfacing of Lon-y-Fro and the removal of the traffic ‘humps’ and felt the roads in Pentyrch were, at last, improving.

Cllr Thomas commented that the promise of white lines in the centre of the road at the junction of Heol Pant y Gored and Station Road, Creigiau had still not been done by CCC despite promises and asked that the Clerk chase-up this important road safety issue.  Clerk to arrange

206
Councillors’ Reports
	Date
	Councillor
	Report
	Action Taken

	22.2.12
	Sandie Rosser
	I have been told that the bench at Pen-y-Cwm as been removed. Does this mean that it is being repaired/replaced?
	Email to C2C

	22.2.12
	Sandie Rosser
	Re: your e-mail to CCC on 6/12/11 concerning the Japanese knotweed at the bottom of Glen View and Pen-y-Bryn, GYG; we still have not had a reply from the Horticultural Officer. Can you please chase this up, again?
	Email to C2C

	22.2.12
	Sandie Rosser
	There are no road-markings at the Main Road/Ynys Roundabout, or at Main Road/Heol Goch.
	Email to C2C

	23.2.12
	Sandie Rosser
	Would you please report the following potholes:

1. There is a deep pot hole outside Greenland/Beechwood, Main Road., GYG

2. There is a large pothole developing outside Ty Gwyn" Main Road, GYG, opposite the village hall.  This is a previously repaired pothole. 

3. There are two deep potholes on Main Road, GYG opposite the bus stop going to Pentyrch

4. A drain on Main Road, GYG, opposite the junction with Viaduct Road does not have any tarmac around it.
	Email to C2C

	23.2.12
	Eric Priday
	Can you contact the quarry again re fly tipping as its getting worse at the old entrance on Heol Goch. Also would it be something the Environment Agency could take up?
	Email to Cemex

	27.2.12
	Sandie Rosser
	The tarmaced pavement by the first bench, as you enter the village from Heol Goch, has broken up and is in pieces. Could you please notify the relevant department?
	Email to C2C

	5.3.12
	Sandie Rosser
	I have had complaints regarding  two paths in GYG that lead to the bridge to Taffs Well Railway Station.

1) the path between the bridge and Main Road, GYG, which was never properly re-instated following  restoration work to the bridge some 3 - 4 years ago;  

2) the footpath linking the bridge to Riverglade. 

Both footpaths are very muddy with deep potholes, and in some places, when it has been raining the water covers pedestrians' shoes.  The adjacent hedge is badly overgrown which forces pedestrians into the muddy areas.  These two footpaths are heavily used and are a vital link between Gwaelod and  Taffs Well, especially for the elderly.  Can you please urge CCC to remedy these problems before next winter.
	Email to C2C

	8.3.12
	Wynford Ellis Owen
	Concern about a road safety issue has been expressed to me by parents of senior school children who are regularly being dropped off on their return home from school at the bus stop on Llantrisant Road at the bottom of Robin Hill.  They are then obliged to walk up the road towards Queen Charlotte Drive, where they live, and where there is no pavement.  (This happens when they have extra curricular activities or when they have exams and finish early whereby they cannot travel home on the scheduled school bus.)  As you might know, the road narrows between Robin Hill on Cardiff Road and the section of road adjacent to Brummell Drive, and there is no pavement there to protect pedestrians. This is a very dangerous piece of road for any pedestrian to navigate safely. It is doubly dangerous for school children, whose safety should be our first priority.
	Email to C2C

	16.3.12
	Sandie Rosser
	There is tarmac missing around drain covers on Main Road, GYG causing potholes opposite the Jasonic factory by the Industrial Estate when travelling from Ynys Bridge roundabout towards GYG.
	Email to C2C

	16.3.12
	Sandie Rosser
	CCC Parks department has a "bees and butterflies" project. CCC is encouraging neighbourhoods to "dig trenches" which they will fill with soil and plants to encourage wildlife back to an area.  I have been in touch already with Nicola Hutchinson of CCC to "set the ball rolling".
	For information

	19.3.12
	Eric Priday
	The bottom pane of the bus shelter at High Corner Shops has been smashed.
	Clerk to arrange

	19.3.12
	Wynford Owen
	I have had a request from Thora Lewis, Camwel Lodge, Cardiff Road who advises that since the road was straightened out, delivery drivers mistake the old part of Cardiff Road to be part of Queen Charlotte Drive and she is requesting that CCC provide a road sign to distinguish the Georgian-style houses on Cardiff Road from those on Queen Charlotte Drive.
	Clerk to arrange

	19.3.12
	Nikki Howard
	Are the crime reports supplied by the Police to you, which you then you send them to us, suitable to be distributed further?  (Cllr Priday advised that the reports are the same as those distributed to the Pentyrch Neighbourhood Watch and that they are in the public domain)
	For information

	19.3.12
	Stuart Thomas
	There is a large pot-hole on the western side of Heol Creigiau between the junction to Parc Castell y Mynach and the school crossing patrol.
	Clerk to arrange

	19.3.12
	Sandie Rosser
	The grating over the gulley on the path by the footbridge was missing for a few days and when it was put back it has not been put back properly and is loose.
	Clerk to arrange

	19.3.12
	Sara Pickard
	I have been selected as an official torchbearer to carry the Olympic Torch for the London Olympics on Friday 25th May.
	For information

	19.3.12
	Lindsay Davies
	On 4th May, Catrin Finch will be giving a concert in the GYG Village Hall.  Full details will be circulated shortly.
	For information


207
Public Session (County Council Matters)
County Councillor Williams was asked to update the meeting with any progress in relation to the matters discussed at the previous meeting and especially in relation to School Lane.  County Councillor Williams apologised for his late arrival and advised the meeting that the issue of School lane was being handled directly from the Chief Executive’s Office.  It was his understanding that details had been circulated to residents only, in the first instance, to gauge their reaction.  He promised he would drop a briefing note to the Clerk who could then circulate it to interested parties.  The Chairman thanked the Councillor for his contribution.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.25 pm
Chair_____________________________________________

Date______________________________________________
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