Minutes of the Standing Orders Sub-committee Meeting held at 7pm, 2nd March 2009, at the Council Office, Pentyrch.
PRESENT: -
  Councillors: 
Penri Williams (Chairman), Lindsay Davies & Stuart 




Thomas. 

ALSO PRESENT: -
  
Alec Davies (Clerk to the Council)
177

Minutes of the Previous Meeting on 8th September 2008. 

The Chairman welcomed those in attendance and reminded them of the stage reached in the review of the Standing Orders.  Members noted the recommendations of the previous sub-committee meeting, held on the 8th September 2008, which were accepted and adopted by the subsequent Council meeting of 15th September 2008.

178

Consideration of Changes to the Standing Orders  
Members considered a change to the procedures currently adopted in respect of the Council minutes of meetings.  At present minutes were allowed into the public domain only after they had been approved by the next Council meeting.  This had been reinforced at the meeting in October 2008, in response to Cllr Jones’ written resolution; where he had sought to change PCC policy and allow draft minutes into the public domain within days of the meeting.  On that occasion Cllr Jones’ written resolution had been unsuccessful but the Clerk had researched the issue further and had discovered that there was support for the early release of draft minutes contained in an article to ‘The Clerk’ magazine of the Society for Local Council Clerks (SLCC).  The matter was discussed in some depth and it was proposed that this should be implemented.  The recommendation is detailed at paragraph 179 post. 

Cllr Thomas had produced a draft of the revised Standing Orders which had been based on those produced by Brackla Community Council and also the recommendations of the National Association of Local Councils.  The document was studied in detail and the following changes were decided
1. It was decided to change paragraph 1(a) to read:

‘In an election year the Statutory Annual Meeting shall be held on the Monday, on or within 14 days following the day on which the Councillors elected take office, and’
2. It was decided to make a minor change to paragraph 7(ii). 

3. Paragraph 14 would remain in accordance with the decision made at the Council meeting on 15th September 2008.
4. Paragraph 29(f) should be changed to read:
‘Any member having an interest in any matter on the agenda, should declare that interest, as required by the Code of Conduct, and may be excluded from the debate’

5. Paragraph 54 should be changed to read:
‘If any member has any personal interest, as defined by the Code of Conduct, then that interest must be declared and the member shall withdraw from the meeting whilst the matter is under consideration.’
6. It was decided to make minor changes to paragraphs 55 and 57 and paragraph 56 would be deleted.

7. Paragraph 65(iv) would be deleted.

8. Minor changes would be made to paragraphs 60, 62, 64 and 69.
9. After paragraph 70, a new paragraph 71, headed Financial Matters should read:

‘The Council shall consider and approve Financial regulations drawn up by the Responsible Financial Officer and the Financial regulations should be subject to regular review and, at least, once every four years.’
10. A new paragraph 72, Complaints Procedures should be changed as follows:
‘The Council shall deal with complaints that a member has broken the Code of Conduct by referring the complaint to the Public Services Ombudsman for Wales.  Complaints against employees of the Council are dealt with in accordance with the Discipline procedures, which are contained within the Staffing Manual.’
11. All paragraphs to be re-numbered in order that the Standing Orders are chronological.
179
Recommendations
The following recommendations are made

1. The minutes of the full Council meetings be produced as soon as possible following the meeting and will be checked for accuracy by the Chairman of the meeting.  They will then be published and marked as draft minutes subject to ratification at the next full Council meeting.  Decision
2
The draft Standing Orders have been adjusted to take account of the 
issues referred to in paragraph 178 ante, and it is recommended that they be 
adopted by the full Council.  Decision
The Chairman thanked the members for their attendance

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.30pm. 

Chair_____________________________________________

Date______________________________________________
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