Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held at 7pm, 28th September 2015, at the Council Offices, Pentyrch.
PRESENT: -
Councillors: 
Stuart Thomas (Chairman), John Harrison, Graham Thomas, Nikki Howard, Chris Priday, Jeanette Troughton, Wynford Ellis Owen
ALSO PRESENT: -
Michael Rees (Pentyrch resident & Planning Consultant), Daniel Butler (obo Mark Drakeford AM), Deb Hunt (Creigiau Quarry Liaison Committee) & Alec Davies (Clerk to the Council) 

APOLOGIES:

Clare Bath & Philippa Hill-John
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Consider the Planning Application submitted by Tarmac to CCC to re-open Creigiau Quarry.
The Chairman explained the purpose of the meeting and referred to the mass of documentation submitted by Tarmac in furtherance of their planning application citing some 275 documents lodged with CCC (Planning) and placed onto the CCC website.  He introduced Dan Butler, who was in attendance on behalf of Mark Drakeford AM and Michael Rees who was the Director of a Planning Consultancy in Cardiff and a resident of Pentyrch.
The Chairman invited Michael Rees to address the Council members.  Mr Rees advised that he had attended the consultation event and felt that it was important to raise relevant issues with regard to the application.  He felt it was going to be very difficult to stop the re-opening of the quarry and it was necessary to oppose the surrounding issues.  He was concerned that CCC would not stand up to Tarmac especially in view of the LDP with regard to mineral extraction.  The main issue when the Quarry was operating previously was one of access and rather than being minimised it had grown exponentially.  He pointed to how Creigiau Travel had grown considerably from mini-buses to extremely large coaches; the increase of vehicles on the roads; the lack of provision for cyclists and horses on Heol Pant y Gored all impacted on Highway safety.
This introduction generated a lively and impassioned debate.  Cllr Stuart Thomas brought the debate to a close by proposing that Council oppose the application.  This was agreed unanimously and a further discussion ensued regarding the grounds for the objection.  Clerk to arrange
The first issue raised was in relation to the lack of justification in relation to the extension as it would allow quarrying activities for a further 37 years, which would be beyond the existing years remaining of 26½ years.  In addition the LDP evidence base stated that there was a combined need for CCC with RCT to have between 22 – 24 million tons of reserves.  At present in CCC alone there was over 40 million tons and therefore existing quarries should be favoured over new extensions.

The second issue related to the impact on the environment.  This was especially true of noise and blast vibration which would be more significant in Pentyrch as the application was for a south-east extension of the quarry bringing it closer to Pentyrch and the local Primary School in particular.  It was felt that the proposed operating hours were unreasonable and the impact on air quality, which had shown a dramatic improvement by way of children’s health, during the non-operating years of 2001 – 2011, according to the national census.  Concern was raised about dust from vehicles and operations such as crushing, reversing this trend.  It was also noted that there were dormice on the site which are a European protected species.  
The third issue was Highway Safety and the application claimed that re-opening the quarry would have no effect on transport or traffic volume compared to the period when the quarry was previously open.  This was widely decried with members referring back to the earlier discussion and also pointing out that the road have been re-surfaced in the interim period which included the reconstruction of the pavement which had been previously destroyed by Quarry traffic.  This work had reduced the width of the road and there would be significant problems with the access and egress of large vehicles from the site meeting similar sized vehicles from Creigiau Travel.  It was further mentioned that concern should not focus on Heol Pant y Gored alone, as the other roads that would be used and the junction of the A.4119 Llantrisant Road with Cardiff Road was a difficult junction to negotiate at the best of times and the prospect of large lorries turning right to egress Cardiff Road at a point where there had been many significant accidents over the years was of particular concern.
There was a discussion about whether Tarmac had complied with the previous conditions set in 1997 which required tarmac to submit a full restoration plan within 12 months of the last stone being extracted.  No such plan had been submitted.
It was felt that Council should reserve the right to comment further on issues connected with the application as more details were revealed.  In addition the PCC wanted to have representation at the Planning Committee Hearing.
Finally it was agreed that leaflets would be drawn up by Cllr Graham Thomas to promote the public meeting, the cost of the leaflets would be approximately £75 and this cost would be met by the PCC.
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Any other business
There was no other business.
The Chairman thanked all attendees for their presence and the meeting closed at 9.00 pm. 

Chair_____________________________________________

Date______________________________________________
PCC Planning Committee Meeting 28th Sept 2015

