Minutes of the Estates  & Open Spaces Sub-committee Meeting held at 7pm, 13th July 2009, at the Council Offices, Pentyrch.
PRESENT: -

Councillors: 
Stuart Thomas (Chairman), John Harrison & Lindsay Davies 
APOLOGIES: -
Councillors: 
Mike Jones & Jim Prosser
52
Minutes of the last meeting held on 3rd November 2008
The minutes had been agreed at the full Council meeting on 17th November 2008.
53
Matters Arising
The Clerk advised the meeting that the agreement with CRAMC had been agreed and signed immediately prior to the AGM in May 2009.  CRAMC would be invoiced for 10% of the costs paid out by the PCC in 2009/2010 at the commencement of the 2010/2011 financial year.  This would rise to 15% the following year and so on.  It was agreed that it was a fair and satisfactory conclusion to what had been long and protracted negotiations.
The Clerk went on to advise members that the grass cutting contract had also been agreed in January 2009 with Peter Szpadt of PJ Gardening Services being awarded the contract for the next three years. 

Cllr Thomas referred to the issue of lighting at the Recreation Ground and sought clarification regarding planning permission for the lighting.  The Clerk advised the members that the PCC had agreed to the lighting in principle, as the owners of the ground; but planning permissions, construction costs and maintenance were to be arranged and agreed between CRAMC and CCC (Youth Services).

54
Fairmeadow, Pentyrch ~ latest position
The Clerk advised members that an annual cut had been made, the previous week, of Fairmeadow Fields.  This had, coincidentally, also been requested by members of the Residents Association.  He went on to advise members of the meeting he had had with Adrian Jones CCC (Parks) and John Jones CCC (Strategic Estates) where it had been confirmed that CCC considered that the sale of the land for housing would not happen as there was a presumption against changes to the covenants in the lease and the conveyance.  They had agreed to ask the County ecologist to look at the land and also suggested a voluntary organisation who could advise on the possibility of allotments, which had been requested by a number of people in Pentyrch.  

Cllr Thomas asked about the meeting with Alan Hubbock of the Forestry Commission and was advised that the meeting had taken place and there was the possibility of grants for the planting of trees on part of Fairmeadow, however the bureaucracy surrounding the issue of grants was immense and clearly designed to frustrate applicants.  

The Clerk was asked to continue his enquiries into the alternatives open to the PCC in relation to Fairmeadow Fields, Pentyrch.  Clerk to arrange
55
The Rest Centre, Mountain Road, Pentyrch
The Clerk advised that he had been unable to further the application to CCC (Development Control) for outline planning permission in respect of the land upon which the Rest Centre stood owing to competing priorities.  However, it was his intention to make best use of the absence of a Council meeting in August to finalise this issue.  The members felt that this was potentially the source of the resources necessary to achieve the projects that the PCC wanted to take forward in order to make a positive contribution to the residents in the Community Council area.  Clerk to arrange
56
Any other business
Cllr Davies raised the issue of the firework display at GYG playing fields in November. There had been an unofficial firework display for some years but last year had been made official and, as a consequence, had cost the organisers far more than in previous years.  She was working with Cty Cllr Craig Williams to assist the organisers in applying for whatever funding is available.  Cllr Harrison raised concerns over the health & safety implications; from his own experiences with the Pentyrch Sports Association, pointing out that the Code of Conduct was very strict. By way of an example, he illustrated this by describing the two-day course that had to be attended by the individual responsible for setting off the fireworks.     
It was agreed that the PCC would give whatever assistance they could to the organisers and would consider in due course any application to this Council.

The Chairman thanked the members for their attendance
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.05 pm. 
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