Minutes of the full Council Meeting held at 7.00pm, 15th December 2014, at The Village Hall, Pentyrch.
PRESENT: - 
Councillors: 
John Harrison (Chairman), Christine Priday, Graham Thomas, Philippa Hill-John, Sandie Rosser, Nikki Howard, Sara Pickard, Wynford Ellis Owen, Jeanette Troughton, Chris James & Brynmor Jones
APOLOGIES: -
Councillors:
Clare Bath & Stuart Thomas

100
Police Matters
PCSOs Richard Harrison and Laura Smith were in attendance and circulated details of the 12 crimes that had taken place in the Council area in the past month.  He gave brief details of the crimes and went on to advise of the cannabis warnings at Garth Hill and also the series of incidents in Heol Berry, GYG.  There was a brief discussion about the incidents but there were no other questions for the officers.  Cllr Howard queried the availability of the Council office key for the officers and was advised that one needed to be cut.  Clerk to arrange
The Chairman thanked the officers for their attendance and wished them a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

101
County Council Matters 

Cllr Craig Williams was not present and Cllr Graham Thomas reported that the dates of hearings for the Welsh Government (WG) Inspection of the CCC LDP had been circulated.  The North West Cardiff Group (NWCG) had had a meeting on the 11th December and Cllr Thomas was satisfied that the interests of the PCC were well represented within the group, with Radyr & Morganstown CC taking the lead on the oral evidence.  It was important to note that the oral evidence would not be a repeat of the evidence and opinion already submitted in writing at the various stages of the LDP and that in order for the oral evidence to have impact it needed to be presented in a co-ordinated manner.  Cllr Thomas was also on the list to speak on behalf of the NWCG, ‘Save Creigiau’ and St Fagans.  He went on to say that the NWCG would prepare a statement prior to each hearing which would be circulated among the group for comment or amendment.
Cllr Howard felt that what was said during the hearings, any developments and especially the work undertaken by the NWCG should be reported fully in the spring edition of the Community Link.  Cllr Graham Thomas went on to talk about the walk undertaken a couple of weeks previously to highlight the issues in relation to the lack of transport infrastructure.  This was successful in having attracted some press interest.  He spoke about the planning application submitted in respect of some 6,000 homes between Fairwater and the A.4119 Llantrisant Road (Site C) and advised members of the meeting he had had with Persimmon the previous Friday.  In view of these developments it was clear that transport, or the lack of public transport, would be the major issue in relation to the proposals for the north-west of Cardiff.  He felt that momentum was gaining to ‘Make the Metro Happen’.  Cllr James queried whether the Metro would be tram or train and a discussion took place around the issue with Cllr Graham Thomas saying the view of the Cardiff Civic Society, as members of the NWCG, was for a tram/train as in Manchester.  However CCC had no plans for this and had laid out plans for the next 5 years to budget for the building of express bus-routes.  He felt that WG needed to become involved in the process and make recommendations on a regional basis rather than leave it to CCC.  Cllr Owen queried the role of Mark Drakeford AM in the process and a discussion ensued during which it was agreed that there was an excellent level of expertise within the NWCG.
102
Public Session

There were two members of the public present, namely, Mike Colley and Bethan Pocock, both Pentyrch residents and members of the Pentyrch Neighbourhood Watch (PNW).  Mike Colley began by voicing his 100% support for the issues regarding transport difficulties.  His own concern was in relation to the state of Church Road, Pentyrch which he described as being extremely narrow in places, with blind bends, pinch points, pot-holes and erosion of the carriageway at the side of the road.  The other problem related to the road being subject to the national speed limit of 60 mph, which seemed to compel drivers to drive too fast for the condition of the road, tending towards the middle of the road and taking little account of drivers coming the other way, cyclists or the horses that use the road.  There had been a number of incidents and two head-on accidents in the last two months.  Looking to the future, 5 or 6 new houses were planned for Pantycaerau Nurseries where access on to the road was between a blind bend and a recess in the road and new developments planned for north of Junction 33 and between Fairwater and Radyr would only exacerbate the use of the road.  He went on to say that the issue was regularly discussed in PNW and PACT meetings but the Police were restricted in what they could do.  The problems could be alleviated by reducing the speed limit and changing the road to eliminate the blind bends, pinch points and narrow sections.  However, both scenarios were unlikely to happen in the current financial climate but something needed to be done before somebody was killed.  Bethan Pocock then advised that the PNW had contacted CCC imploring them to put signage up if they could not alter the speed limit and she then read out their response.  She also added that the building of new houses would add to the overall transport problems.  She went on to state that there were no cycle routes or safe ways to walk out of the village, which meant that residents in Pentyrch were heavily reliant on the motor car.  She asked that the PCC support the PNW and complain to CCC and she advised the Clerk she would forward to him a copy of the letter she had received.
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Matters Arising from the Public Session.

Cllr Harrison thanked them both for their contribution and commented that the issues with Church Rad mirrored those that the PCC were having with CCC regarding Heol Goch and that Council were sympathetic to those issues.  A general discussion ensued and Cllr Priday advised of her own issues with Church Road and her concerns that the LDP will cause Church Road to become a rat-run to avoid the A.4119 Llantrisant Road.  Cllr Owen sated that the PCC should support this by writing a letter to CCC flagging up the issues and warning them of the potential consequences.  It was agreed that the Clerk would write to CCC joining up the issues of Heol Goch and Church Road.  Clerk to arrange
104
To receive the Minutes of the full Council Meeting held on 17th November2014.

The minutes were proposed by Cllr Priday, seconded by Cllr Howard and agreed by all.  They were signed by the Chairman.  
105
Matters Arising
Paragraph 94
Cllr Howard queried whether the issue had been clarified with OVW and the Clerk assured her that that had not been necessary as all that had occurred was the correction of a misunderstanding and that there had been no breach of the Council’s Standing Orders.
Paragraph 95.3

Cllr Howard stated that she had asked at the last meeting for ‘conifers similar to Christmas trees’ not ‘Christmas trees’, although she was grateful for the trees that had been placed in the planters.  The Clerk pointed out that he was not at the last meeting and was reliant on information supplied by his colleague who had not made a mention of ‘conifers’.  In addition Cllr Harrison pointed out that the Minutes had just been agreed and that there was no mention of ‘conifers’ in the Minutes either.  There was a discussion around this issue and it was decided to leave things as they were.
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Clerk’s Report
106.1

Grants
The Clerk advised members that he had received two grant applications from the grants budget set annually and two grant applications from monies remaining from the sale of the Rest Centre.  Dealing with the first two applications and following a lengthy discussion, to make the following awards:

a) It was proposed by Cllr Priday and seconded by Cllr Howard that a grant of £200 be made to St Catwgs Church.  This was agreed.  Clerk to arrange
b) It was proposed by Cllr Howard and seconded by Cllr Priday that a grant of £80 be made to the Lan Memorial Project.  This was agreed.  Clerk to arrange
The Clerk went on to explain the nature of the grant applications from monies left over from the sale of the Rest Centre.  The Pentyrch Rugby Club were seeking financial assistance towards the cost of repairing the roof of the Clubhouse estimated at £9,250 and Pentyrch Bowls Club were seeking financial assistance towards the provision of a new Clubhouse, estimated at £160,000.  These applications sparked a lengthy debate where some Councillors were concerned that other groups would be disadvantaged by not having the knowledge that these monies were available.  It was proposed that notices should be put up in the noticeboards and on the web-site inviting an expression of interest in the monies remaining.  This would then become applications, which would be considered by reincarnating the Applications Committee to make recommendations to the full Council.  Cllr James felt this was overly bureaucratic.  Nevertheless it was agreed that the two applications would be put on the back burner until all groups in Pentyrch were given an opportunity to bid for the pot of money available.  They would then be considered alongside any new applications.  Clerk to arrange
106.2

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
Cllr Howard stated that the CIL had been discussed at length in the recent NWCG meeting.  It was found that other local Authorities were more stringent in calculating infrastructure costs and had zoned areas, whereas CCC was proposing to charge a flat rate.  In addition it appears that CCC favours the old S.106 agreements, which was bizarre when the CIL was designed to be an improvement on the old system.  There was a discussion on the response proposed and it was generally felt that the PCC reply should mirror that of NWCG, although Cllr Graham Thomas pointed out that CIL was not going to be retrospective to planning applications, hence the reason so many of the sites in north-west Cardiff had already seen massive planning applications submitted.  The Clerk was asked to send a suitable response to CCC.  Clerk to arrange
106.3  

GE Health Care Local Liaison Committee
The Clerk explained that the GE Healthcare Liaison Committee was still in existence albeit it had retained the name of a former Councillor as its member from the PCC.  After a short discussion Council felt that there was no longer any value in remaining a member of the liaison committee and the Clerk was asked to advise GE Healthcare accordingly.  Clerk to arrange
106.4

Secretarial Work for North West Cardiff Group.
The Clerk explained that St Fagans were only paying 25 % of the costs instead of the third previously agreed.  He felt that this was iniquitous and that the share of the costs should be re-considered in the light of St Fagans’ decision.  Cllr Howard advised that R&MCC were happy to pay the additional sum not contributed by St Fagans.  The Clerk stated that was not the impression he had following a conversation with the Clerk to R&MCC who was grateful at the suggestion made that the PCC and R&MCC share the remaining 75% of the costs.  There was a short discussion and it was agreed that the PCC would continue to pay 33% of the costs as previously agreed.  Clerk to arrange
106.5

Staff Salary Scales
The Clerk advised that new Staff Salaries had been agreed for the period 2014-2016 with the new pay scales being effective from 1st January 2015.  The biggest difference is for the lowest paid salary scales with the bottom scale being removed altogether and large increases in the remaining bottom three scales.  Council were reminded that any National Pay Scales settlement would be paid in accordance with the decision agreed at the AGM in May 2014.
106.6

British Telecom Account
The Clerk explained the issues that had arisen as a result of the last BT bill and that substantial savings had been agreed following a change of the business package, the removal of the quarterly paper bill and the payment by way of direct debit.  These changes had been agreed by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman and the Clerk sought retrospective agreement from Council.  Cllr Howard queried whether a contract would be involved and was advised that it was 12 months and would be revisited annually.  Council agreed to the decisions made.
106.7

Wildflower Areas in PCC area
The Clerk explained the rationale behind Cllr Derbyshire’s proposal and after a short discussion it was agreed that Councillors would email the Clerk with their suggested areas for planting in order that the Clerk could respond before Christmas.  Clerk to arrange
106.8 & 10
Grass Cutting Contract ~Creigiau Recreation Ground
The Clerk went through the tenders received from the four Contractors which he felt were all worthy of consideration.  Council had a short discussion on the tenders received.  Cllr Howard proposed that Contractor A be offered the contract for the years 2015 – 2018.  This was seconded by Cllr Priday and agreed by all.  Clerk to arrange
106.9

Mr Darrell Wood, Pentyrch Resident
The Clerk explained the situation that had arisen in relation to the behaviour of Mr Wood at the Council offices.  Cllr Troughton declared an interest.  It was agreed by the whole Council that the Chairman would write to Mr Wood stating that his behaviour has not been acceptable and that he would not be allowed access to the Council offices unless he apologised in writing.  Clerk to arrange
106.11

Office Closing Hours over Christmas
The Clerk advised that the office would be closed from 1pm on Wednesday 24th December 2014 until 9am on Monday 5th January 2015.
107
Schedule of Payments and Receipts
Payments of £13,508.18p and receipts of £236.50p were recorded for November 2014.    Acceptance of the figures was proposed by Cllr Priday; seconded by Cllr Owen and agreed by all.  

108
Planning Applications
There were 9 planning applications to consider:

a) 14/02600/MNR ~ The Gables, Station Road, Creigiau.  Cllr Howard requested further time to study the proposals and she would report her concerns to the Clerk.  Council were agreeable to this. 
b) 14/02641/DCH ~ Glas Fryn, Pen-y-Waun, Pentyrch.  There were no adverse comments. 
c) 14/02653/DCH ~ 1, Bryn yr Eglwys, Pentyrch.  There were no adverse comments. 
d) 14/02663/MNR ~ Land at The Graig, Cefn Bychan.  Cllr Pickard declared an interest.  The Clerk advised members that some Pentyrch Councillors had received written concerns on behalf of four sets of neighbours to this proposal and this had been circulated to all Councillors.  In addition he had received two further written objections from two of the signatories to this document, which he had also circulated to all Councillors.  The Clerk advised members that an earlier application had been considered by Council within the previous year and objections had been sent to CCC (Development Control).  Councillors discussed the application and were of the opinion that there was little, if anything, different to the previous application and it was agreed that the previous objections were still valid.  The Clerk was asked to pass these objections to CCC.  Clerk to arrange
e) 14/02693/MNR ~ 1 Nant-y-Garth, GYG.  The Clerk advised that this was another application to build a house within the garden of 1 Nant-y-Garth, GYG.  Applications had been made for this previously and Councillors could see little difference between this application and previous applications to which the PCC had made objections.  The Clerk was asked to reiterate the previous objections made to the application.  Clerk to arrange
f) 14/02748/DCH ~ 73 Maes y Sarn, Pentyrch.  There were no adverse comments. 
g) 14/02733/MJR ~ 5,970 houses and associated infrastructure on land between Fairwater, the A.4119 Llantrisant Road and Croft y Genau Road.  This was the application Cllr Graham Thomas had referred to earlier in the meeting and which had been included for the information of Councillors, despite being outside the PCC area, because of the impact the development would have upon PCC residents.  There was a discussion surrounding this application and it was agreed that the NWCG was the appropriate vehicle to take forward the PCC objections to the proposals.
h) 14/02786/DCH
~ 3, Field Terrace, Pentyrch.  Cllrs Hill-John and Troughton declared an interest.  There were no adverse comments. 
i) 14/02841/MNR ~ Pinecroft Cattery, Mountain Road, Pentyrch.  There were no adverse comments.
109
Correspondence
Cllr Harrison referred to the correspondence from the Open Spaces Society, dated 19.11.14, and queried the PCC position.  The Clerk advised members of the progress of the Planning (Wales) Bill and how the OSS was objecting to a clause that would make it harder to establish a Village Green. 
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Councillors’ Reports
	Date
	Cllr
	Report
	Action Taken

	1.12.14
	Christine Priday
	The street lamp, No 1, on Penuel Road, Pentyrch is not working Could you advise CCC please?
	Email to C2C

	1.12.14
	Christine Priday
	The tyres I reported on Heol Goch are still there.  They are some 200 metres passed the old entrance to the quarry as you come up the hill on the northern side of the road.  Could you please remind CCC?
	Email to C2C

	1.12.14
	John Harrison
	Some of the pavement outside Pentyrch school, near the crossing, is becoming uneven and sinking.  It is also noticeable that the crossing surface itself is starting to crack and will surely get worse as we experience more freezing weather conditions.  I would be grateful if you could bring this to the attention of CCC and also remind them that they promised to carry our safety work at the entrance to the School during this Financial Year
	Email to C2C

	10.12.14
	Christine Priday
	The street lamp, No 1, on Penuel Road, Pentyrch, which was reported as faulty on 1st December, is now working intermittently.  Two nights ago (8.12.14) it was working and last night (9.12.14) it was not working.  Could you advise CCC please?
	Email to C2C

	11.12.14
	Christine Priday
	Not only is column no.1 on Penuel road not working but column no.13 on Penuel Road is now not working also.  Please could you ask CCC to investigate the problems and effect repairs ASAP?
	Email to C2C

	15.12.14
	Christine Priday
	Many thanks to the actions of Council office staff as the tyres have, at last, been removed from Heol Goch
	For information

	15.12.14
	Brynmor Jones
	I have received a letter from Redrow Homes regarding a press release for the new developments and wondered why they sent it to me. [Discussion ensued other Councillors had also received letters whilst still others had not.  It was not understood why.] 
	For information

	15.12.14
	Nikki Howard
	When will the new Councillors email addresses be put on the web-site? [Clerk advised that not all Councillors were using their new email address ending ‘@pentyrch.cc’ and the Clerk was awaiting compliance from all members.  Discussion ensued where several members declared they wished to remain with their existing email addresses.  It was agreed that those Cllrs that were using their new email addresses would have them placed onto the web-site.  Cllrs were asked to inform the Clerk who was using the new email addresses] 
	Clerk to arrange

	15.12.14
	Chris James
	There is a new development close to the Treforest Railway Station which is being advertised as being in GYG and can be accessed along Main Road towards Treforest.  It is well into the RCT area and the signs are disingenuous and misleading.  Could CCC be informed in relation to whatever action can be taken to correct the false impression?
	Clerk to arrange

	15.12.14
	Wynford Ellis Owen
	May I take this opportunity of wishing everybody a Merry Christmas, joyous time and that 2015 is all you wish for.
	


There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.10 pm
Chair_____________________________________________

Date______________________________________________
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