Minutes of the full Council Meeting held at 7.00pm, 16th June 2014, at The Pavilion, Creigiau Recreation Ground.
PRESENT: - 
Councillors: 
John Harrison (Chairman), Sandie Rosser, Nikki Howard, Chris James, Stuart Thomas, Clare Bath, Wynford Ellis Owen, Jeanette Troughton, Brynmor Jones & Sara Pickard
ALSO PRESENT: -
County Councillor Craig Williams
APOLOGIES: -
Councillor:
Graham Thomas, Christine Priday & Philippa Hill-John
34
Police Matters

PC Huw Thomas was not present and the Clerk read out the report sent by him and which had previously been circulated to all Councillors.  The Clerk advised that since the last meeting there had been 2 crimes in Pentyrch, 1 in GYG and 2 in Creigiau.  He went on to advise of arrangements made for the Creigiau Carnival and the circulation of letters in Creigiau in order to set up a new Neighbourhood Watch.  Cllr Stuart Thomas asked when the next PACT meeting was and the Clerk advised that he did not know the exact date but it would be circulated to all when he was informed.
35
County Council Matters
Cty Cllr Craig Williams began by referring to the LDP and felt that Councillors were all up to date on the issues thanks mainly to the sterling work done by the North West Cardiff Group and in particular Helena Fox (Clerk R&MCC) and Kay Powell (Llandaff Society). He felt that the work would begin in earnest following the LDP being considered by Council on 26th June.  

He went on to mention that there had been a lot of complaints regarding the closure of the Waungron Road re-cycling facility and that cabinet members were acknowledging the desperate need for a re-cycling centre in the north of the City.  He felt it was a bone of contention that they were closing one facility down before another was on-stream but the closure of the one was necessary to fund the other.  
Cty Cllr Craig Williams then referred to the road improvements undertaken at GYG stating that he was happy that something had been done to improve the road but that he was unhappy that CCC had chosen the cheaper and less effective option of top-dressing.  

With regards to the presentation to Hazel Davies, the lollipop lady at Pentyrch who had recently completed 40 years’ service, he had arranged for the Lord Mayor to make the presentation and virtually tied down the date when this would occur.  He went on to state he was pleased that, following a meeting between CCC Estates and Parks at the High Corner shops in Pentyrch, an agreement for work to be undertaken to improve the area visually had been secured.  

He finished by referring again to the LDP and his promise to keep residents informed although the more immediate need was in Creigiau where the first planning application had been made in respect of the land to the north of junction 33 of the M4.  Cllr Harrison commented that the responses from CCC had been very frustrating and Cllr Williams agreed with him saying that some of the LDP issues were beginning to look a little more positive but that it was still a long way from what was trying to be achieved.

A discussion then ensued between Cllr Stuart Thomas and Cty Cllr Craig Williams regarding the level of rates levied on new houses, the effect that would have on the precept and the amount of money raised by CCC in Council tax and what percentage was not collected.  The County Councillor promised Cllr Stuart Thomas that he would write to the Section 151 officer at CCC to secure an answer to the points he was making. 

A discussion then ensued regarding the re-cycling centre at other locations, specifically outside the CCC area, and it was pointed out that Local Authorities could require proof of residency before accepting recycling as a way of combating inflated recycling figures.

There were no further questions for Cty Cllr Williams and the Chairman thanked him for his contribution

36
Public Session

The one member of the public present was Mr Ken Hughes, Pentyrch resident, who stated he was also going to mention the effect the closure of Waun Gron Road had had on the recycling statistics for CCC especially if residents preferred to recycle in other Local Authority areas, because they were more convenient.  He made reference to an unusual occurrence insofar as he had received a copy of the Capital Times and queried whether other Councillors had been similarly fortunate.  He also commented on the re-surfacing work that had been carried out, although confined his comments to the A.4119 Llantrisant Road, which he described as a ‘disgrace’ and that what had been done was already proving to have been useless.  Finally he referred to another unusual occurrence and that was a single person emptying bins, albeit on a Sunday, rather the usual crew of three.  He felt this was an improvement.
37
Matters Arising from the Public Session.

Cllr Harrison thanked Mr Ken Hughes for his contribution and there were no matters arising. 

38
To receive the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 19th May 2014.

Cllr Rosser pointed out that at Paragraph 18, the Radyr & District Good Neighbours had now disbanded and should be removed from the list of external bodies.  The Clerk agreed to undertake this.  The minutes were then proposed as amended by Cllr Wynford Ellis Owen, seconded by Cllr Troughton and agreed by all.  They were signed by the Chairman.  Clerk to arrange
39
Matters Arising
There were no other matters arising
40
To receive the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 19th May 2014.

Cllr Troughton pointed out that at Paragraph 29.3 & 6 the term ‘Garth Gardeners’ was incorrect and should be deleted in favour of ‘Pentyrch Open Gardens’.  The Clerk undertook to amend this.  Clerk to arrange
Cllr Stuart Thomas stated that he had written to the Chairman requesting an amendment to Paragraph 29.3 & 6 which he felt was essential for the sake of clarity.  This request had not been agreed to by the Chairman and Cllr Stuart Thomas was now proposing the amendment be agreed by Council.  He was seconded by Cllr Howard.  A discussion ensued regarding the amendment with the Chairman stating his reasons for not acceding to the request and promising to furnish all Councillors with a copy of the relevant email.  The Clerk was also permitted to express his views regarding the amendment.  The Chairman allowed the discussion to continue before calling a halt and asking for Council to decide how it wished to proceed.  Cllr Wynford Ellis Owen proposed the Minutes be accepted as they stood.  This was seconded by Cllr Troughton and the subsequent vote was 5 for the proposal and 3 against.  The Minutes were signed by the Chairman.
41
Matters Arising

Paragraph 29.1

Cllr Stuart Thomas asked whether any response had been received from OVW with regard to the permission from Welsh Government for Council to borrow money by way of a Hire or Lease Purchase.  The Clerk advised that he had not received a response despite three follow-up emails.
Paragraph 29.2

Cllr Stuart Thomas referred to this item stating that following the last meeting he had checked the Financial Regulations which stated that two ‘members’ must be the signatories to cheques.  The Clerk pointed out that he was not seeking authority to sign cheques, merely to be a signatory to the account so that he could operate the Business On-line Banking Service (BOBS) at no cost to the Council rather than the FD Online system which would cost £30 per month.  He also pointed out the OVW agreed this could be done and that it was an issue that would be raised later under the Clerk’s report. 

42
To consider a Written Resolution submitted by Cllr Stuart Thomas
Cllr Stuart Thomas outlined his proposal for a commemorative memorial service on Sunday 3rd August 2014 to mark the start of the First World War on 4th August 1914.  He pointed out that the Vicar was available and that perhaps the event could be organised in conjunction with the British Legion.  Cty Cllr Williams felt that it was an excellent idea and could perhaps be achieved in conjunction with the three primary schools and the War on Wales organisation.  He asked the schools and the War on Wales organisation be invited to partake.  A discussion ensued with some Councillors taking the opposing view, expressed by Cllr Owen, stating that he felt it was more appropriate to commemorate the end of war and start of peace, rather than the beginning of war.  The Chairman pointed out that the new Head at Pentyrch School was certainly going to mark the occasion in school and further discussion ensued.  The Chairman brought the discussion to a close advising members that Cllr Stuart Thomas had made the proposal.  It was seconded by Cllr Bath and the subsequent vote was 5 in favour, 4 against and 1 abstention.  The Clerk was asked to make the necessary arrangements.  Clerk to arrange
43
Clerk’s Report
43.1

Request to place a cairn on Garth Mountain
The Clerk advised members of the request he had received from Garth Guides to organise a hike to the top of the Garth to raise money for Velindre Hospital.  It was proposed that each person took a cobble with them which would then be placed at the summit to form a cairn.  This was discussed and it was agreed that Council would support the plan.  Clerk to arrange
43.2 & 6
Draft Financial Regulations
The Clerk explained that he had circulated new draft Financial Regulations on 4th June 2014.  He recommended that these be considered by the Audit Committee to adapt to the needs of the Council and that their recommendations be brought back to Council for agreement.  This was agreed.  The Chairman suggested bringing forward the other related item and the Clerk referred members to Item 6 on the Clerk’s report, advising that the first Committee meeting of the new financial year was due to be the Estates Committee on 7th July 2014.  The Clerk pointed out that he had no issues he wished to raise in respect of the Estates Committee and if Council were agreeable, then it may be more appropriate to substitute this date for the meeting of the Audit Committee.  This was agreed.   Clerk to arrange
43.3  

Business Payments Services, Co-operative Bank
The Clerk referred to the earlier discussion on this issue and pointed out that he required three signatures to complete the mandate.  He asked Cllrs Jones and Stuart Thomas for their signatures in the relevant section of the mandate and they complied.  He advised members that he had only to see Cllr Priday upon her return from holiday to complete the mandate and send it off.  Once this was achieved he could make the necessary arrangement to continue the task achieved by the Business Payments Services by using the Business Online Banking Service.  Clerk to arrange
43.4

Replacement Council Vehicle
The Clerk again referred to the earlier discussion on this issue and advised members in the absence of any guidance from OVW and, in an effort to progress matters, he proposed ‘borrowing’ the money needed from the General Fund/Rest Centre monies.  This could then be repaid over a three year period at an interest rate higher than was currently being achieved by investing the money, but lower than the interest rate charged by the Finance Company arranging any Hire/Lease Purchase.  This provoked a discussion with the majority of Councillors being in favour.  It was brought to a conclusion by Cllr Owen proposing that the new vehicle be purchased in this manner and this was seconded by Cllr Troughton.  The subsequent vote was 7 for the proposal and 2 against.  Cllrs Stuart Thomas and Howard asked that their objections be noted in the Minutes.  Clerk to arrange
43.5

Web-site
The Clerk advised members of the improvements made to the web-site and his intention to attend a training session at the offices of the web-site designers to learn how to make minor adjustments and also collect a user guide.  Cllr Howard raised the issue of the Welsh version stating the importance to maintain the translations especially in view of the high proportion of Welsh speakers in the Council area compared to the rest of Cardiff.  The Clerk pointed out that translations were not as easy as they used to be although following a discussion, Cllr Jones volunteered to undertake any translations required.  Cllr Stuart Thomas pointed out that no link existed, as yet, to social media sites; he also felt that all Council members should have an email address that ended ‘@pentyrch.cc’ and he concluded that he felt that a further web-site Committee meeting was necessary.  The Clerk acknowledged the issues surrounding the social media and email addresses and stated it was his intention to try and resolve them at his forthcoming tutorial session.  Clerk to arrange
43.6

Estates Committee
The Estates Committee due to occur on 7th July will be postponed in accordance with the decisions at 43.3 ante.
43.7

CCC ~ LDP
The Clerk pointed out that the LDP was considered by CCC Cabinet the previous week and was due to go to the full membership on the 26th June.  No official consultation period had yet been announced but it was thought it would take place sometime in July/August.  Councillors were understandably downbeat about the LDP, feeling that the discrepancies, inconsistencies and objections raised against the level of development in North West Cardiff, had been ignored at both the Strategic Sites and Deposit Plan stages.  Cllr Howard pointed out that the amount of documentation supporting, not only the LDP, but also the planning application, submitted in respect of 1,500 homes on land north of Junction 33, M4; simply beggared belief.  She made reference to the desired modal split of 50:50 between the use of private cars and other means of transport pointing out that in one document she read there was a proposal that every new house-holder would be given a £150 voucher to buy a bicycle.  She felt that the Community was losing the battle and this prompted a debate about the issues.  Cllr Howard felt that the PCC should write to Cllr Patel expressing their dismay that the Planning Application had been made in advance of any settlement of the LDP.  Cty Cllr Williams volunteered to invite Cllr Patel to a Community Council meeting to address members.  This was discussed and it was agreed that Cty Cllr Williams would invite Cllr Patel.  The Clerk pointed out that the objections to the LDP should follow the stance taken hitherto by the Council.  He suggested that he formulate a response to the LDP, based on the lines of the responses to the previous incarnations of the LDP, in order to show consistency and determination.  This was agreed.  Clerk to arrange
43.8

Grants
The two grants received were read out to members for consideration.  A discussion ensued around the first applicant with Cllr Howard suggesting £100.  Cllr Stuart Thomas felt that as the grant was to an individual, it was not of proportional benefit to the Community.  It was pointed out that the individual was 13 years old; representing the Guides at an International event in Japan on 28th July; the application had been received on 25th March and this was the first opportunity to consider the request.  Cllr James stated he understood the point that Cllr Stuart Thomas was making but pointed out that, whilst it would be more appropriate to send a grant to the organisation, in this case the Guides, the shortage of time suggested that this could be considered as a one-off and not setting a precedent.  He proposed the sum suggested by Cllr Howard of £100 be granted to the applicant.  This was seconded by Cllr Troughton and agreed by the majority of Councillors.  Cllr Stuart Thomas asked that his objection be noted in the Minutes.  Clerk to arrange
The second application was from Pentyrch Mini & Juniors RFC to attend the annual international event in Rodez, France.  Cllr Owen proposed a grant of £180, this was seconded by Cllr James and agreed by all.  Clerk to arrange
44
Schedule of Payments and Receipts
Payments of £5,135.91p and receipts of £70.56p were recorded for May 2014.  Acceptance of the figures was proposed by Cllr Owen; seconded by Cllr Troughton and agreed by all.  

45
Planning Applications
There were 10 planning applications to consider:

a) 14/01035/DCH ~ 61 Parc y Coed, Creigiau.  No adverse comments.
b) 14/01183/DCO ~ 3 detached houses, Cardiff Road, Creigiau.  Concern was raised over the connection to the existing sewerage system, which is already at its maximum capacity.  The other concern was the developer’s vehicles being left on the road causing an obstruction on a narrow stretch of road.  The Clerk was asked to convey these concerns to CCC (Development Control).   Clerk to arrange
c) 14/01189/DCO ~ Single span bridge, Heol Pant y Gored, Creigiau.  The bridge has been subject to a weight restriction following a routine examination.  The proposal to infill underneath the bridge would effectively close what could be a cycle path or even a route for the proposed Metro.  It was felt that there was a lack of joined-up thinking between the planning for the LDP and Highways/Railways Authority.  The Clerk was asked to convey these objections to CCC (Development Control).   Clerk to arrange
d) 14/01119/DCO ~ Spar Follis Stores, Bronllwyn, Pentyrch.  There was a discussion regarding this application with the Chairman wishing to re-look at the application before making any observations to the Clerk.
e) 14/01134/DCH ~ 92 Parc y Coed, Creigiau.  No adverse comments.
f) 14/00852/DCO ~ Outline Planning Permission development of 1,500 houses on land to the north of Junction 33, M4.  It was agreed the objections to this development would be along the lines of the LDP responses in respect of the Site D development, especially objecting to the two proposed roundabouts and access from the A.4119 Llantrisant Road.  Clerk to arrange
g) 14/01264/DCO ~ Forgeside, Church Road, Pentyrch.  No adverse comments.
h) 14/01237/DCH
~ 34 Heol y Pentre, Pentyrch.  No adverse comments.
i) 14/01262/DCH ~ 20 Miles Court, Gwaelod y Garth.  No adverse comments.
j) 14/01096/DCO
~ Land adjacent to Brynawel, Cardiff Road, Creigiau.  No adverse comments.
Cllr Howard queried why CCC was objecting to the request for observations from RCT (14/00577/DCO) and a discussion ensued.  The Clerk was asked to ascertain the reason CCC have decided to take this action.  Clerk to arrange
46
Correspondence
Cllr Harrison queried the correspondence from Insp. Arkontopoulos (22.5.14) and the Clerk advised of the content.  He also queried the letter from Western Power (2.6.14) and the Clerk advised that Western Power were putting into practice the promise they made to relocate the overhead cables at Creigiau Recreation Ground underground and this was the first step in the process.  Finally he queried the correspondence regarding the Skateboard Park (10.6.14) and the information regarding the re-siting of the BBC (10.6.14).  
47
Councillors’ Reports
	Date
	Cllr
	Report
	Action Taken

	27.5.14
	John Harrison
	Cllr Howard rang me yesterday saying that a Mrs Paula Crean had raised concerns in relation to the agreement we, as a Council, made for chickens to be kept on spare ground in Fairmeadow.  I spoke to Mrs Crean this morning and she said there is an enclosure with barbed-wire on top, a coop and a sign saying CCTV in Operation.  She is concerned that no residents were aware that this was happening and that it will attract others to want and do the same and will also attract unwanted visitors.  I went to see the set-up this morning and took photographs.  Mrs Crean went on and said that if this area was put to any use it should be for a recreation area for children and residents and that she had concerns in relation to any plans to use the space for Allotments and that there had been many discussions in relation to it's use over the years.   Could we discuss this when you come back from leave?
	See below

	28.5.14
	Chris Priday
	I have received a complaint from a resident of Fairmeadow concerning the chicken coop that Council agreed to lease the land for in the field at the end of Fairmeadow. The resident says that the fence is about 10 feet high and has barbed wire around the top. A CCTV surveillance camera has also been installed .The resident makes the following complaints:-
1. The erection of the chicken coop is totally against the wishes of the local people who believed that the field was only to be used for a children's play area as there is no other space available to local children particularly since the creation of additional parking spaces within the Fairmeadow/Heol Dan y Odyn area.

2. The surveillance camera is derogatory to the local residents as it makes them appear untrustworthy.  The residents feel that they are being singled out for being considered as of no consequence to the public at large. The barbed wire could be a considerable danger to children playing in the area.

3. The installation of the chicken coop was not consulted upon or advised to the residents prior to being constructed. They feel that they should have been informed as they would certainly have objected most strongly given their understanding that the area was to be used by children only and they would also object to the field being used for allotments.

The resident is now contacting Kevin Brennan MP as it is believed that he was instrumental in getting Fairmeadow adopted by the Highways Dept. and that the future use of the fields was part of the agreement.  With hindsight, perhaps council should have informed the residents about the development but I also believe that the residents are somewhat unclear of what the long term proposals for that area are.  Please can you arrange for the site to be inspected now that the chicken coop has been installed and inform me what the current situation is with regards as to the residents’ complaints?  I would be grateful if you could also inform me what the true historical agreements concerning this area are as far as the Community Council is concerned.
	Email explaining position sent to both Cllrs Harrison and Cllr Priday.  Further email sent to Mr & Mrs Crean advising them of the facts of the situation.

	3.6.14
	Sandie Rosser
	There is a sign saying "caution race in progress" attached to a post by g-y-g school.  This event took place about two weeks ago.  Do you know who to contact to get the sign removed?
	CMO advised

	4.6.14
	Chris Priday
	Sadly this response is not satisfactory.  The tree at no. 11 is almost completely obscuring the street light and so rendering it little better than non-existent.  Clearly, the officer’s need to see the effect of the tree in the dark, especially as the tree is now in full leaf!  So whilst the tree is not "affecting" the street lamp, its  "effect" on the ability of the lamp to shed light is totally compromised!
	Email to CCC (Parks)

	9.6.14
	Chris Priday
	Following the welcome upgrading of the the carriageway at the bottom of Heol Goch, I have noticed that CCC have failed to take away all the warning signs/speed limit signs in the hedgerows both sides of the road that were used during the work. Please can you ask CCC to remove the signs as soon as possible.
	Email to C2C

	9.6.14
	John Harrison
	Coming up the hill , after the Quarry entrance , on the left , there are a number of tree trunks and large branches sliding down onto the road.  I would be pleased if you will inform those responsible for the area.
	Email to C2C

	9.6.14
	John Harrison
	I have been approached by Hazel, the lollipop lady at Pentyrch school to say that she has received numerous complaints this morning that horses had used the footpath that leads from Bronllwyn to Penmaes/Ael y Bryn and had deposited large amounts of manure that were proving difficult to avoid by parents using pushchairs along the footpath.  Can we have a look at the problem please?
	CMO advised

	16.6.14
	Stuart Thomas
	On Tynant Road, Creigiau, between the junction between Parc castell y Mynach and Parc y Felin on the western (School) side of the road there are three or four blocked drains which flood when it rains.
	Clerk to arrange

	16.6.14
	Sandie Rosser
	On Main Road, GYG, signs relating to the road works have been left after the completion of the work [Clerk advised already reported to CCC] and also an additional sign at the entrance to Garth Tyres.  Is this advertising and does it need planning permission?
	Clerk to enquire


There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.05 pm
Chair_____________________________________________

Date______________________________________________
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