Minutes of the full Council Meeting held at 7.30 pm, 21st May 2012, at the Pavilion, Creigiau Recreation Ground
PRESENT: -

Councillors: 

Wynford Ellis Owen (Chairman), John Harrison, Clare Bath,





Nikki Howard, Stuart Thomas, Sara Pickard, Christine Priday,




Philippa Hill-John, Jeanette Troughton, Chris James & 






Graham Thomas

ALSO PRESENT:
County Councillor:
Craig Williams
APOLOGIES: -
Councillor:

Sandie Rosser

26
Police Matters
PC Huw Thomas was not present and the Clerk advised that he had received a report from the Neighbourhood Policing office that morning detailing the crimes in the Pentyrch and GYG villages for the months of March & April 2012, which he had circulated to Councillors for scrutiny.  The Clerk agreed to obtain details of the crimes in Creigiau and circulate them to Creigiau Councillors.  The Chairman requested that the Clerk ask that the Police attend the next meeting.   Clerk to arrange
27
Public Session

There were two members of the public present.  Ken Hughes thanked the four Pentyrch Councillors who had either retired or not been re-elected expressing concern at the loss of knowledge and experience, singling out former Councillors Priday, Williams and Rees.  He also welcomed all the new Councillors and wished Cllr Pickard the very best of luck for her part in carrying the Olympic Torch.  He went on to complain about the apparent profligacy of CCC (Waste Disposal) as he had witnessed a CCC Transit van on a Sunday morning park outside the shops in Pentyrch.  The driver stayed in the van, one employee went into the shop and the third emptied the bin.  He felt that this was wasteful to pay an enhanced rate on a Sunday.
Cty Cllr Williams echoed Ken Hughes’ comments regarding out-going Councillors and was looking forward to working with the new Council for the next five years.

28
Matters Arising from the Public Session.

Cllr Stuart Thomas also referred to the three experienced Councillors named by Ken Hughes, pointing out that all had served for in excess of 25 years and had been active members of the Council with each of them taking the Chair on more than one occasion.  He proposed that a letter of thanks and appreciation be sent to each of them.  This was seconded and agreed by all.  Clerk to arrange
Cllr Stuart Thomas went on to point out that in Standing Orders, specific provision was made for the attendance of County Councillors at meetings of the Community Council and he felt that to restrict them to the public session was inappropriate.  He proposed that a specific item should be placed on the agenda dealing with County Council matters; thus allowing the County Councillors an opportunity to speak at length, if need be, and which would not impinge on the ‘public session’.  This was seconded by Cllr Howard and agreed by all.  The Clerk advised that if it were placed at Item 2 on the agenda, it would give the County Councillors an opportunity to address the Council and then leave if they wanted.  This was also agreed.  Clerk to arrange
29
Minutes of the full Council meeting held on 16th April 2012
The minutes were proposed as accurate by Cllr Stuart Thomas, seconded by Cllr Howard and agreed by all. They were signed by the Chairman.  
30
Matters Arising
Paragraph 7.6
The Chairman and Cllr Stuart Thomas had attended a meeting with Creigiau Cricket Club the previous Saturday in relation to the siting of the proposed score-box.  Both felt it had been a beneficial meeting and the initial proposal had been amended, so that the score-box was attached to the southern side of the Pavilion and avoided being on top of a high-voltage cable.
Paragraph 7.5
The Chairman had received a letter of complaint from a Creigiau Resident, which he read out to all members, in relation to the proposals by the 1st Creigiau Scouts to cut back overgrowing vegetation on the old Railway Platform and also in relation to her perceived arbitrary cutting of trees and leaving the arisings to clutter up the woodlands and recreation areas in Creigiau.  She had provided photographic evidence of this as an accompaniment to the letter.  The Clerk felt that some of the criticism of both the Council’s actions and the contractor’s professionalism was unjustified but he would check with the contractor as to their failure to remove the cuttings properly.  The Clerk was asked to reply to the complainant on behalf of the Council.  Clerk to arrange
31
Community Link
The Clerk informed members that this was a specific item on his Clerk’s report and recommended that the matter be deferred to that point.  This was agreed.
32
Clerk’s Report
32.1
Penuel Road Graveyard.
The Clerk advised members of the impasse that had been reached with the Welsh Baptist Union and that the rent would remain at £10 until 2024.
32.2
Mr King, 10 Tyn-y-Coed Road, Pentyrch
The Clerk advised members that he had received the legal advice from One Voice Wales and it was debatable whether the comments made could be classified as libel and there were certainly defences open to the Council.  Nevertheless the legal advice also stated that an apology is a defence and it was agreed that the Council would make an apology, notwithstanding any defamation proceedings and without prejudice.  Clerk to arrange
32.3
Community Link and Council Web-site
The Clerk told members that he had received a communication from former Councillor Penri Williams advising that he wished to withdraw from editing the Community Link although he was happy to continue administering the web-site, provided a replacement was found within 12 months.  Cllr Stuart Thomas volunteered to be the editor of the Link as he had carried out this role previously.  Cllr Stuart Thomas also proposed that the colour proportion of the Link be extended to the centre pages as well as the outer pages.  This was seconded by Cllr Howard and agreed by all members.  Finally, Cllr Stuart Thomas asked that the closing date for articles be deferred to accommodate articles on the Creigiau Carnival scheduled for 23rd June.  Cllr Bath pointed out that this would also accommodate articles about any Diamond Jubilee celebrations.  The Clerk asked that, from an administrative point of view, the closing date should not be either a Monday or a Friday.  It was agreed the new closing date would be Wednesday 27th June.
32.4
Councillors reports
The Clerk explained the rationale behind Councillors reports and urged Councillors not to delay advising him until a Council meeting as the report would cease to be timely and any action to be taken would be delayed by competing priorities.
32.5
Planning Application for Council Noticeboard
The Clerk advised that planning permission had been granted and the new noticeboard would be erected in due course.
32.6
Members Registration of Interests forms
The Clerk advised members of the template form received from CCC.  It was agreed that this would serve as a useful guide to Councillors who could use the alternative form should they choose.
32.7
One Voice Wales AGM & Annual Conference .
It was agreed that the Council’s attendees would be Cllrs Stuart Thomas and Howard.  Clerk to arrange
32.8
New Councillors contact details
The Clerk received the telephone numbers he had sought from Cllrs Graham Thomas and James.  He advised Councillors that their names, addresses and telephone numbers would appear in the Link but that email addresses, unless paid for by the Council, would not appear.  He also advised members that once completed he would circulate the contact list to all Councillors.  Clerk to arrange
33
Schedule of Payments and Receipts
Payments of £5,763.79p and receipts of £74,472.52p were recorded for April 2012.  These were proposed as accepted by Cllr Howard, seconded by Cllr Stuart Thomas and agreed.  Cllr Bath advised that she was sitting on a Jubilee Committee and queried the application for grants.  The Clerk advised that grants from within the community were considered every quarter, the next being at the June meeting.  She pointed out that this was after the jubilee event for which assistance was being sought and, following a discussion, it was felt that a retrospective application would be considered in view of attendant circumstances.
34
Planning Applications
There were 3 planning applications to consider and the Clerk advised that he had not received any requests for plans to be printed off for the meeting:
a) 12/00451/DCO ~ land to the east of Yr Odyn, Penuel Road Pentyrch.  No adverse comments although Cllr Priday asked that CCC check the site for any important trees that may benefit from a TPO.  Clerk to arrange
b) 12/00662/DCH ~ 3 Maes yr Hafod, Creigiau.  No adverse comments.
c) 12/00776/DCH ~ Dwrlyn Cottage, Capel Llanilltern.  No adverse comments.
35
Correspondence
Cllr Howard raised the response to the FOI request, shown at 9.5.12, and asked that the Clerk respond to the email received, querying the figures and seeking clarification. Clerk to arrange 
Cllr Stuart Thomas was scathing about the response from CCC, shown at 14.5.12, advising that the A.4119 had been mechanically swept.  He cast doubt on the veracity of the claim and, following a discussion, the Clerk was requested to go back to CCC regarding this issue.  Clerk to arrange
Cllr Howard also requested that the Clerk follow-up the issue regarding the dangerous conditions of the hedges on Tynant Road.  Clerk to arrange
36
Road & Traffic Management
Cllr Owen advised that he had received a lot of complaints about Creigiau becoming a rat-run for vehicles coming from Efail Isaf and avoiding the A 4119 Llantrisant Road dual carriageway section.  A discussion ensued about the lack of effectiveness of the road narrowing measures in Creigiau especially as they were arranged to allow vehicles travelling from Efail Isaf to pass through Creigiau without stopping.  The Clerk advised that he had been arguing against the arrangement of priorities in Creigiau for several years.  He pointed out that the purpose of the road narrowing and priorities was to slow vehicles down entering a restricted area, such as outside shops and schools.  The system in place in Creigiau was failing to achieve this as the priorities were wrong and the road narrowing was in the wrong place.  It was agreed that a letter would be sent to CCC seeking a response to PCC concerns.  Clerk to arrange
Cllr Howard also queried whether the problem could be approached through the school travel plan and it was agreed that the Councillors on the Governing Body would raise the issue.  
37
Councillors’ Reports
	Date
	Cllr
	Report
	Action Taken

	19.4.12
	Sandie Rosser
	On 22.2.12 I reported that there is a deep pothole on Main Road between "Ty Gwyn" and the Village Hall. The markings around it have now virtually disappeared. I fear this has been forgotten.
	Email to C2C

	19.4.12
	Sandie Rosser
	On 22.2.12 I reported there are no road markings at Ynys Roundabout/Main Road, or at the junction of Main Road/Heol Goch. 
	Email to C2C

	19.4.12
	Sandie Rosser
	I am still concerned that we have not had a report from the Horticultural Officer re the Japanese knotweed growing from the gabion that CCC put at the bottom of Glen View and Pen-y-Bryn, Mountain Road. You reported this on 6/12/11(all in Councillors' report on 22.2.12)
	Email to C2C

	19.4.12
	Sandie Rosser
	On 16.3.12 I reported that tarmac is missing around a drain cover on Main Road opposite Jasonic Factory. This does not appear to have been inspected yet as there are no markings around the cover. Can you please "nudge" the departments about this and the above complaints?
	Email to C2C

	23.4.12
	Lindsay Davies
	Its clearly Cardiff City Council's responsibility to collect litter on what comprises the main Public footpath that connects GYG and Taffs Well station etc can you please ask that it be cleared up as a matter of urgency.  Several residents have complained to me, quite understandably, about the risks associated with the litter currently cluttering parts of the lane, particularly broken glass.
	Email to C2C 

	23.4.12
	Wynford Ellis Owen
	The 3 potholes I reported on Cardiff Road, Creigiau, adjacent to Brummell Drive, and adjacent to and on the junction of Heol Pant-y-Gored are getting bigger by the day. The one adjacent to Brummell Drive is particularly dangerous. Many people have complained to me about these 3 potholes. CCC will have no excuse if cars are damaged or an accident occurs.
	Email to C2C 

	23.4.12
	John Harrison
	Street lights from Ael y Bryn to the roundabout in Bronhaul, Pentyrch, were not working from approx 9pm last night 22.4.12.     Pleased could you contact CCC?
	Email to C2C 

	23.4.12
	Sara Pickard
	I would like to report a street light that is not working which is immediately outside my house, at 5, Bryn-yr-Eglwys, Pentyrch as of 22.4.2012. I also noticed when walking back from the Village Hall late last night (22.4.2012) that the normal street lights were not working in the footpath lane running from Bronllwyn (opposite the school) to Penmaes. I think this may have something to do with work that was being done by 2 men wearing yellow jackets on Sunday morning? At about 9.30am they removed the metal cover on the street light outside my house, did some work on it, and then replaced the cover! Were they actually switching off the light, and have they done this elsewhere? If so, it is making it extremely dangerous for residents walking in those areas and will also clearly make them more vulnerable to crime. Ironically, the street light outside my house, which now appears to be not working, has a sign on it which says ‘This is a Neighbourhood Watch Area’!! Could you report this matter to CCC? 
	Email to C2C

	30.4.12
	Sandie Rosser
	A neighbour of mine, Mr Braine, who lives in Pen Be (the wooden houses next door to me), rang to say an oak tree from the woods at the back of his house has fallen into his garden, missing the house by 4ft.!!!! He would like to know who "owns" the tree.  I think it might be Community Council, if it is could you please ring him. 
	Clerk spoke to Mr Braine & advised Forestry land

	30.4.12
	Stuart Thomas
	There is a dangerous overhanging branch on the eastern side of Heol Pant y Gored, Pentyrch as you travel down from Pentyrch towards Creigiau and just around the first sharp bend.  It is in a position that it could crack the windscreens of high sided vehicles especially the school buses that use this road.
	Email to C2C

	2.5.12
	Stuart Thomas
	There is a very nasty pot-hole of Heol Creigiau, Creigiau, just to the north of the junction with Parc Castell y Mynach going towards the Golf Club.
	Email to C2C

	2.5.12
	Stuart Thomas
	On Tynant Road, Creigiau, just to the south of the entrance to Little Mill, there is always a lot of puddles when it rains and the water does not drain away properly. The water is splashed by passing vehicles onto the adjoining hedgerow and bank and the action of this water has been to erode all the earth away from the roots of the hedging.  This is now dangerous and could be a hazard to users of  the road.
	Email to C2C

	7.5.12
	John Harrison
	I would be pleased if you could inform CCC that dog fouling on our pavements and streets seems to have increased.   Could they also review their warning notices and give us any guidance they have in relation to dog fouling in Parks.
	Email to C2C

	7.5.12
	Stuart Thomas
	On Tynant Road, opposite Smokey Cot, there are several large pieces of wood and, what appear to be, dead branches overhanging the road.  Could you advise CCC of this potential hazard?
	Email to C2C

	15.5.12
	Brynmor Jones
	The directional signposts to Barry, on the Llantrisant Road just to the north of the junction with Croft y Genau Road are overgrown with vegetation and cannot be read.
	Email to C2C

	21.5.12
	Christine priday
	I have received a couple of complaints regarding speeding on Heol y Pentre and also Lon y Fro.  The problem on Heol y Pentre is exacerbated by the lack of a Central white line from near the Horeb Chapel..  {Cllr Harrison commented that the failure by CCC to implement the speed activated warnings as part of the overall plan was a contributory factor to this issue]
	Clerk to arrange

	21.5.12
	Nikki Howard
	I want to draw attention to the lack of dog-waste bins in the PCC area.  Every other Local Authority in Wales, it would seem, is prepared to provide dog-waste bins with the exception of Cardiff the capital city, who claim they cannot afford tem.  There is not a single bin along Tynant Road from Ffordd Dinefwr to the School.  If the bins were available the those persons who do not pick up after their dogs could be encouraged to use them.  [Clerk advised he would write to OVW to assess whether any other Las refused to supply dog-waste bins]
	Clerk to arrange


	21.5.12
	Stuart Thomas
	There is a large pot-hole on Tynant Road adjacent to Little Mill.
	Clerk to arrange

	21.5.12
	Stuart Thomas
	Could the Clerk advise of the situation in relation to the employee off sick.  [Clerk advised employee awaiting a scan prior to surgery and unlikely to return for some months.  He would go to half pay from June.  Adverts for a temporary replacements had been circulated in the noticeboards with a closing date of Friday 25th May.  It is likely that a small interview panel from the staffing committee would be required.]
	For information

	21.5.12
	Wynford Ellis Owen
	There is a pot-hole of Heol Goch, near the junction with Main Road, Gwaelod y Garth
	Clerk to arrange

	21.5.12
	Wynford Ellis Owen
	We wish Cllr Sara Pickard good luck carrying the Olympic Torch on Friday 25th May 2012.  It is believed that he section of the run will be at 5.46pm on Newport Road from its junction with Mount Pleasant Avenue, Llanrumney (B.4487) for 300 metres along Newport Road towards the City Centre.
	For information


There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.05 pm
Chair_____________________________________________

Date______________________________________________
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