Minutes of the full Council Meeting held at 7.00 pm, 21st March 2011, at the Gwaelod y Garth Village Hall
PRESENT: -

Councillors: 

Stuart Thomas (Chairman), Lindsay Davies, Jim Prosser, 





Penri Williams, John Harrison, Eric Priday, Sandie Rosser,





Gill Rees, Sara Pickard, Mike Jones & Wynford Ellis Owen 

APOLOGIES: -
Councillors:

Sheila Dafis & Stewart McKay. 





County Councillor Craig Williams
182
Police Matters
PC Huw Thomas was not present and the Clerk advised the meeting that he had not heard from him prior to the meeting.  Cllr Jones asked why there was a Police presence in Pentyrch between dawn and dusk the previous Tuesday or Wednesday, the 15th or 16th March.  Clerk to enquire
183
A presentation from Tim Davies, CCC (Emergency Management) on Community Resilience
The Chairman introduced Tim Davies from CCC (Emergency Planning) who handed out prepared notes on Community Resilience.  He advised members that resilience planning had emerged from the Pitt report into the flooding of 2007 and had now expanded to cover all emergency situations, of which the heavy snow just before Christmas had been a prime example.  He went on to inform Councillors that it was a national initiative, taking a multi-agency approach, alongside the emergency services, the environment agency, etc., in order to produce general emergency plans as reference points within Communities.  The intention is to identify vulnerable groups or individuals and also ensure that households know what to do in the event of a disaster occurring.  Tim Davies’ purpose is to encourage Communities to put together a Community Plan and it did not have to be complicated, in fact the simpler the plan the better.  This may mean something as basic as a list of all those persons in the Community who have access to a four-wheel drive vehicle and are prepared to help vulnerable people during a flood or snow.  It was not intended that any person would be asked to do anything that they were not skilled in achieving and a list of skills held within a Community would also assist and, by way of an example, persons skilled at and possessing chain-saws in the event of a number of trees falling and blocking access routes.  The intention was to formalise these lists into a plan so that Communities could assist themselves until external help arrived.  The plans could be the same for each village although contact lists may vary.  The format of the plans would also vary to accommodate the different types of emergency but the intention would be that they would all be lodged with CCC (Emergency Management) who would oversee and co-ordinate the appropriate responses.  Mr Davies then described the proposed structure of the emergency response within the local authority utilising the gold/silver/bronze model in terms of levels of responsibility.  Tim Davies then invited the PCC to take on the task, bring together representatives of the various groups within the community to a meeting, which he would be happy to address, as the first step towards the creation of a Community Plan.  

Councillors contributed to the discussion at the end with a question and answer session and it was generally felt that the purpose was to bring a structure and discipline to existing community cohesion as an aide and ancillary to, and not instead of, the emergency services.  The Chairman thanked Tim Davies for his attendance.
184
Public Session

There was one member of the public present.  Kenneth Hughes felt that the presentation had been interesting although noted that the Clerk had not received a copy of the report into CCC’s response to the snow and also pointed out that the gold/silver/bronze structure, described by Mr Davies, involved two levels of management and only one of ‘workers’.  
He went on to query the number of plastic bags being delivered to his house from Charities requesting clothes be donated.  He then queried the FOI request from the January meeting in relation to the amount of money which was spent in the PCC area, in comparison with other wards in Cardiff.  He asked what did the PCC members think of the state of the roads in the area, adding why hadn’t Bronllwyn been repaired and were members concerned.
185
Matters Arising from the Public Session.

Cllr Davies advised that, as set out in her Councillor’s report, the issue of the Charity bags had been discussed at the last PACT meeting as many of them were believed to be scams.  The advice from the Police was to put them in an envelope and bring them to the Police Station and the officer would check out the validity of the delivery.
The Clerk advised that in his letter following the January meeting he had not specified an FOI request.  Subsequent to the February meeting he had corrected his oversight and CCC had responded acknowledging receipt of the FOI request and this was shown in the Correspondence list dated 7.3.11.
The Chairman, Cllr Thomas, pointed out that the state of the roads was a National issue and he did not understand why CCC did not repair the roads properly.  Cllr Priday advised that Cty Cllr Williams had told the PACT meeting that CCC were awaiting ‘executive approval’ to change the policy in respect of the current road repairs in favour of more permanent solutions.  Cllr Harrison added that Cty Cllr Williams had also told the PACT meeting that Bronllwyn and Heol y Pentre were going to be re-surfaced.  A general discussion then occurred which culminated in Cllr Williams proposing that the meeting move on to the next business.  This was seconded and agreed by the majority.
186
Minutes of the full Council held on 21st February 2011
Cllr Priday proposed the minutes were accurate.  This was seconded by Cllr Davies and agreed by the majority.  They were duly signed by the Chairman.
187
Matters arising

Paragraph 167
Cllr Jones referred to the presentation by the Fire Brigade and asked how the PCC could identify and advise the vulnerable people in the villages who would benefit from what the Fire Brigade could offer.  A general discussion ensued in which it was pointed out that there was an advert in the Community Link and that the Fire Brigade also gave presentations to other groups and that staff from other branches of the public sector, e.g. district nurses, health visitors, would be briefed.  It was generally felt that pensioners groups and organisations such as the Radyr and District Good Neighbours could be advised of what the Fire Brigade offered and it was suggested that the Clerk write to them.  Clerk to arrange
Paragraph 171
Cllr Jones stated that he noted the content and would return to this issue at some stage in the future.
Paragraph 172 [Paragraph 149(paragraph 136 {Paragraph 119})]
Cllr Davies advised that the meeting had been held on 8th March 2011 and the decision about whether the surgery remained sustainable would depend upon the extent to which residents returned to the village surgery.  Cllr Owen pointed out that it was up to the people of Pentyrch to register with the practice and thereby demonstrate that they want to keep a doctor in Pentyrch. 

Paragraph 172 [Paragraph158] 
Cllr Jones referred to the closed session in the January meeting and stated he had received a file from the Ombudsman and began to ask a question in relation to the Ombudsman.  The Chairman, Cllr Thomas, quickly interjected and advised Cllr Jones that he was out of order in asking the question and insisted the Council move on to the next business.
Paragraph 176.4
Cllr Priday asked what progress had been made in finding a replacement for Madeleine Webb.  The Clerk advised the closing date for applications was Friday 25th March 2011 and that he had received four expressions of interest and had sent out copies of the job description and person specification.  He had received one application thus far.  A general discussion took place about the need and timing for a Staffing meeting and the process that should be adopted.  It was agreed that the Clerk would contact four members of the staffing committee, namely the Chairman, Vice Chairman, Cllr Priday and Cllr Rees on Monday 28th March and a decision would be made at that point about how the selection procedure would proceed.  Clerk to arrange
The Clerk also pointed out that a Museum Committee meeting was scheduled for Monday 28th March but Cllr Williams suggested that this was deferred for a week, until Monday 4th April 2011.  This was agreed.

Paragraph 181

Cllr Owen referred to his report of 21st February and advised members that whilst a bus shelter had not been provided at least CCC had provided a hard-standing area for waiting bus passengers.
Paragraph 181

Cllr Davies referred to her reports dated 26th January 2011 and 21st February 2011 concerning flood prevention measures at the bottom of Main Road and queried whether a response had been received.  The Clerk advised that no response had been received and that he would follow up the early reports.  Clerk to arrange
188
Community Link
Cllr Williams advised the meeting that the Spring Link had been circulated some two weeks previously and that the closing date for the Summer Link was the 13th June 2011.  
189
Clerk’s Report
189.1
Cardiff Local Development Plan ~ Candidate Sites Register
The Clerk advised members of the current situation in relation to the submission sites for the LDP and also advised members that he had written an article for the Community Link on the process to inform residents.  He reminded members that he had previously circulated the details to Councillors, although the Chairman asked that he be forwarded the details again as they had not materialised in his in-box.  Clerk to arrange
189.2
Neighbourhood Renewal Scheme programme ~ Project Ideas
The Clerk advised members of the details of the scheme received and Cllr Williams suggested re-visiting the schemes proposed by Councillors and submitting the most appropriate ones.  A general discussion ensued which covered such diverse schemes as putting a path around the Creigiau recreation ground, improving Garth Olwg play area, the allotments and upgrading general play provision in the area to the standard that Rhydlafar residents enjoy.  Cllr Williams proposed that the Council select one scheme for submission.  This was seconded by Cllr Rosser and agreed.  Clerk to arrange
189.3
Requests for Sale of PCC Land.
The Clerk explained that he had, unusually, received two requests for the purchase of PCC owned land both of which were wholly different in nature.  

1. He explained the request from Ms Kaori Onoda, of Creigiau to buy any PCC-owned woodland.  There was a general discussion and Cllr Rees proposed that the Woodland areas, owned by the Council, should not be sold.  This was seconded by Cllr Harrison and agreed by all  Clerk to arrange
2. The Clerk went on to explain about the request from Mr Phillips to buy a small area of PCC land on the eastern side of the green area at Lon y Fro, Pentyrch.  There was a general discussion and it was proposed that the Clerk circulate to all Councillors precisely the area of land in question and that Councillors should respond by Friday 1st April 2011 with their observations.  If there were no objections then it was agreed the sale could proceed and the Clerk was authorised to accept the offer on behalf of the Council.  There was a brief discussion on whether the Council should consult with a Valuer and it was decided not to do so, based on previous experience.  Clerk to arrange
189.4
Cardiff ~ What Matters
The Clerk advised the meeting of the background to this issue and Cllr Williams proposed that his suggestions on the strategy be adopted by the Council and put forward.  Cllr Rees seconded the proposal and it was agreed by all.  Clerk to arrange
189.5 
Heritage Lottery Funding

The Clerk explained the background to this pointing out that it was seeking suggestions as to how lottery funding could be spent from 2013.  It was felt that there should be a split between large schemes and smaller local schemes and the Clerk was asked to respond in these general terms.  Clerk to arrange
189.6
Gwaelod y Garth Village Hall
The Clerk advised that the Village Hall would be closed for re-development commencing on 1st April and assured members that the PCC owned Noticeboard would be removed for safe-keeping during the interim period.  Cllr Davies reiterated the information provided in her written Councillor’s report
189.7 & 8 
Grants

Four applications for grants had been received from within the PCC area and the 12 applications for grants, from outside the area, would only be considered in the event that there were monies left to distribute.  Cllr Priday proposed that:

1. Pentyrch Open Gardens be awarded a total of £100, split as recorded in the Clerk’s report; 
2. £50 for Radyr & District Good Neighbours Scheme, 
3. £125 for Gwaelod Pensioners and 
4. £170 for Creigiau Cricket Club.  
Cllr Jones counter-proposed that only £70 be awarded to the Cricket Club with £100 being awarded to Wales Air Ambulance.  It was pointed out that the applications from within the Community should be considered first.  Cllr Williams seconded Cllr Priday’s proposal and this was agreed by the majority present.  Clerk to arrange
190
Community Resilience

The Chairman then re-introduced the subject of Community Resilience which had been the topic of the earlier presentation by Tim Davies, CCC (Emergency Management) and a general discussion ensued.  It was decided that:

1. The Clerk would be advised by Councillors of the relevant groups within the villages and their contact details.  These details should be submitted to the Clerk by a week prior to the next Council meeting, namely by Monday 11th April.

2. The Clerk would write to all the groups inviting their representatives to attend a meeting that would be organised by the PCC.
3. The meeting would be attended by Tim Davies who would make a presentation to the meeting. 

4. The PCC would be the co-ordinating body linking the groups with the Emergency Planning team.

Clerk to arrange
191
Schedule of Payments and Receipts
Payments of £3,767.63 and receipts of £90.00 were recorded for February 2011.  These were proposed as accepted by Cllr Priday seconded by Cllr Pickard and agreed.
192
Planning Applications
There were 7 planning applications to consider:
a) 11/00152/DCO ~ 1 Nant y Garth, Gwaelod y Garth.  Councillors objected to this application for several reasons, namely: incorrect assertions that the applicant is the owner of the land relevant to the application and nobody else has an interest; the applicant fenced off the land some 4-5 years ago and removed a seat by the bus-stop despite protests by over 100 residents; the access to the site has never received planning approval and is not suitable; siting a house in this location could affect the integrity of the brook and cause flooding further along; the application is outside the village envelope and other applications in the same area have been rejected.  Clerk to arrange 
b) 11/00240/DCH ~ 9 Maes Cadwgan, Creigiau.  No adverse comments.
c) 11/00260/DCH ~ 83 Maes y Sarn, Pentyrch.  No adverse comments.
d) 11/00327/DCO ~ Foxlea, Lon y Goch, Pentyrch.  No adverse comments.
e) 11/00351/DCH ~ 35 Parc Castell y Mynach, Creigiau.  No adverse comments.
f) 11/00410/DCH ~ 7 Parc y Bryn, Creigiau.  No adverse comments.
g) 11/00435/DCO ~ Elm Cottage, Heol y Parc, Pentyrch.  Councillors objected to this application as the barn is outside the village envelope; constitutes a development in open countryside and is within the Craig y Parc Conservation area.  Clerk to arrange
193
Correspondence
Cllr Priday requested sight of the correspondence dated 1.3.11 from the Energy Savings Trust.
Cllr Thomas drew Councillors attention to the correspondence in respect of the CCC response to his Councillor’s report regarding the siting of three bus-stops on a short stretch of the A.4119 Llantrisant Road, between the junction with Star Lane and just north-west of the junction with Heol St y Nyll.  He read out the response from CCC which he felt was ludicrous and felt that it could not pass without a response from the PCC.  This was agreed.  Clerk to arrange
Cllr Davies sought to clarify whether it was felt that the Community Action Group understood and were in agreement with the PCC’s position in respect of the land on which the missing bus seat had sat.  A general discussion ensued between the Clerk, Cllr Rosser and her.  The Clerk advised that the PCC’s position had not changed and had been communicated clearly to Norma Proctor, who had indicated that she understood the position.  The reported suggestions from a CCC officer that the PCC had grounds for staking a claim on the land, pre-dated identifying that the land was owned by Mr Keith Roberts.
194
To consider Road and Traffic Management issues 
Cllr Jones referred to the whole of Heol Goch as requiring re-surfacing and in particular referred to the old junction with the quarry where the road surface had dipped noticeably.  Cllr Davies agreed with this and also added that the gutter-side pot holes on Heol Pant y Gored was similarly as bad, describing them as ‘ridiculously dangerous’.  Cllr Owen commented that Cardiff Road, Creigiau was also deteriorating with a pot-hole developing between Queen Charlotte Drive and Brummel Drive.  Finally Cllr Rosser pointed out that the massive pot-hole outside 1 Nant y Garth and the general state of the roads in the area had still not been attended to.  Clerk to arrange
195
Councillors’ Reports
	Date
	Councillor
	Report
	Action Taken

	27.2.11
	Sandie Rosser
	The kissing gate at the rear of Garth Villas, Main Road, GYG needs repairing as it is stuck half way.  Also the duckboards by the “you are here” sign need replacing as they are broken.
	Email to CCC

	2.3.11
	John Harrison
	Concerns are reignited in relation to the refuse collections on Tuesdays.  Bins are continuing to being left across driveways and in the middle of pavements after being emptied resulting in difficulties for residents.  I can recall previous responses coming from the CCC relating to their improved training and monitoring!  Added to this is the problem a neighbour had in relation to a black bag going with the black bin. There was no room in the bin therefore the neighbour was at the kerbside willing to throw the bag into the cart.  He was not allowed to do this and the operative refused to throw it in himself.  I can understand that there will be times when operatives have a genuine problem but I struggle to understand their attitude at times.  I can vouch for this happening as I was in the vicinity making my final preparation for the emptying of my bin, I heard raised voices stating "you can’t do that".  I would appreciate knowing the CCC view on this and if they train their operatives to be unhelpful?  Emptying bins in our neck of the woods must be a doddle compared to some areas the CCC cover!  Anyway I would be pleased if you could bring this to the attention of the relevant CCC Department.  
	Email to CCC

	9.3.11
	Lindsay Davies
	I'd like to be asking you to pass on my thanks to the Council for repairing some of the worst of the numerous potholes that have rendered road travel an uncomfortable misery, notably on Main Road, Gwaelod y Garth around Real Radio, outside the industrial estates and Riverglade junction, etc., BUT I can't.  What we now have could be described as pot 'humps' as instead of accepting the fact that the holes were so numerous that a proper, road-width, job had to be done (at least in the case of the Riverglade/Southglade opening) all that has been done is an unsealed lumpy patch job on the worst of the holes.  It’s obvious that in a few months this will be worse than before.  I therefore ask that we urge CCC to cease their short-term, short-sighted approach to road repairs and adopt a 'right first time' policy.
	Email to C2C


	10.3.10
	Lindsay Davies
	It was pleasing that at tonight's bi-monthly meeting at Pentyrch RFC Police officers indicated in their reports that they have been, and continue, to deal with the issues I believe to be of most concern to local residents, specifically speeding, e.g. on Heol Goch (2 local people spot-fined recently), parking around the school at beginning and end of day (Safer Routes to School officer visiting school next week to plan next steps).  They also indicated that they would check out my suggestion, having received several complaints recently, that selfish parking by non-locals around the pub sometimes narrowed the road to a degree that would render it impassable to an emergency vehicle or indeed resident from the far end of the village.  The priority that had been agreed for the past 2 months was to stop and check out unroadworthy vehicles.  They would continue with this and would support the local community in raising awareness of the current 'top' local crime - that of gardening/shed break-ins - by running an awareness stall at Pugh's Garden Centre.  Further details on the Police/PACT website.  Date of next meetings: Tuesday 11th May, 13th July, 14th September and 9th November - all at Pentyrch Rugby Club.
	For information

	10.3.10
	Lindsay Davies
	For anyone who is fed up of receiving 'charity' bags that might not actually be what they say on the label, the Police have indicated that anyone is welcome to pop any such envelopes in an envelope at their Pentyrch office, presumably indicating when and where they were delivered to. The Police will ring and challenge the numbers on the envelopes where appropriate.  For anyone who feels so inclined, they also hold stocks of 'no cold callers stickers' at the office: apparently there's been a plethora of hard-nosed double glazing sales visits in the vicinity recently.
	For information

	14.3.10
	Wynford Ellis Owen
	There are potholes in the middle of the road between Parc y Coed and the service entrance to the Georgian houses on Cardiff Road, Creigiau.  They weave their way round the corners as you travel down the hill on Cardiff Road, from Parc y Coed, ending at the bottom of the hill about 10 yards before the service entrance to the Georgian houses.
	Email to C2C

	15.3.10
	Stuart Thomas
	I have just driven from Capel Llanilltern along the A.4119 towards Creigiau and noticed CCC staff painting bus-stop signs on the road, by Star Lane, the Broadlands Nursing Home and outside the Chapel at Heol St y Nyll.  This is three bus-stops within 300 yards which seems ridiculous, especially as we have been trying for over a year for CCC to pint white lines in the middle of the road on the corner of Heol Pant y Gored and Station Road, Creigiau to avoid an accident.  Could you find out the latest position please?
	Email to C2C

	16.3.10
	Stewart McKay
	I have received complaints that CCC workman have cleared one of the roundabouts in Parc y Bryn, Creigiau of the bushes but then left all the rubbish that had accumulated in the bushes in situ.  Could you ask that CCC clear the site of rubbish so that it does not become a dumping ground.  The exact location in Parc y Bryn is access from Heol Creigiau opposite the Golf Club and take the first right into the cul-de-sac.  The roundabout is at the end of the cul-de-sac.
	Email to C2C

	21.3.11
	Lindsay Davies
	Gwaelod y Garth Village Hall will close temporarily on 1st April for approximately 5 months to enable the refurbishment works to take place, the  fine detail on the lease arrangements between the Village Hall Trustees and Cardiff City Council having been agreed without problems.  Arrangements have and are being made to divert regular bookings to the school and/or Chapel.  The Village Hall Chairman has posted notices advising anyone interested in further detail to visit the village hall..
	For information

	21.3.11
	Sandie Rosser
	What is the situation with the missing plinth at Main Road? [Clerk advised that details of plinth have been recovered and tenders were being submitted to printers for costs.  It was hoped it would be replaced soon].  Discussion regarding ownership of land on which plinth is sited.  Clerk asked to contact CCC and advise of possible adverse possession.
	Clerk to arrange

	21.3.11
	Mike Jones
	The subject of dog fouling.  The PCC should be more pro-active and do a leaflet drop through every house.  [Clerk advised that this was the subject of a substantial article in Community Link recently delivered to all houses.]  Cllr Jones’ proposal did not attract a seconder and therefore failed.
	Information

	21.3.11
	Mike Jones
	Cllr Jones referred to the issue of bus fares from Pentyrch being higher under Stagecoach than they would be if Cardiff buses operated in the area.  Smart ticketing was being used by both CCC and Stagecoach but Stagecoach would not introduce the interchangeable tickets in Pentyrch.  Request that Clerk writes to Cardiff Bus urging them to persuade Stagecoach to introduce this technology.
	Clerk to arrange


There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.35 pm
Chair_____________________________________________

Date______________________________________________
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