Minutes of the full Council Meeting held at 7.00 pm, 21st February 2011, at the Gwaelod y Garth Village Hall
PRESENT: -

Councillors: 

Stuart Thomas (Chairman), Lindsay Davies, Jim Prosser, 





Penri Williams, John Harrison, Eric Priday, Sandie Rosser,





Gill Rees & Wynford Ellis Owen 

APOLOGIES: -
Councillors:

Sheila Dafis, Stewart McKay, Sara Pickard & Mike Jones 





County Councillor Craig Williams

Prior to the start of the meeting the Clerk advised members present that he had inadvertently omitted to include the Minutes of the Museum Committee meeting and the Matters Arising from those minutes on the Agenda for the meeting.  In order to include these items at the meeting, he had prepared another Agenda, which the Chairman could introduce under Rule 15 without the need for a seconder, provided Councillors agreed.  The Chairman advised members of the variation to the agenda and asked if Councillors were in agreement to work from the amended agenda.  All Councillors present agreed.
166
Police Matters
PC Huw Thomas was not present and the Clerk advised the meeting that he had not heard from him recently and, unusually, nor had he sent a written report.  
167 
A presentation from the South Wales Fire Brigade

This item was deferred to await the arrival of the representative from the South Wales Fire Service. 

168 
Public Session

There was 1 member of the public present.  Kenneth Hughes queried the FOI request he had asked for in relation to the amount of money which was spent in the PCC area, in comparison with other wards in Cardiff.  He stated that he had seen County Councillor Craig Williams walking along Heol y Pentre, some two weeks earlier with two men in high visibility jackets and he queried what he had been doing.  He also queried why the utility companies, when they dig up the roads, do a better job filling the holes in than the County Council workmen did when repairing pot-holes.  He couldn’t understand why there were two standards.
169
Matters Arising from the Public Session.

Cllr Priday advised the meeting that the reason the utility companies did a better job than CCC workmen was that they were required to reinstate the road to its original condition, whereas CCC workman were only required to fill pot-holes.  He went on to refer to a recent picture in the South Wales Echo which showed a recent repair to a pot-hole which had been sealed properly.
The Clerk advised that Cty Cllr Williams had commandeered two officers from Highways to show them the dire state of the roads in the PCC area.  He also advised that he would look into Mr Hughes original query in relation to the money spent on PCC roads compared with other wards in Cardiff.  Clerk to arrange
170
A presentation from the South Wales Fire Brigade

Mr Tony Lewis from South Wales Fire Service apologised for his late arrival and went on to advise members that the South Wales Fire Service covered the 10 local authorities in South East Wales.  The main concern of the Fire Service was to prevent fires from starting in the first place and, to this end, they were funded, by the Welsh Assembly Government, to give a free home fire safety check to anybody requesting one as well as the supply of some free items, such as smoke alarms and fire retardant blankets.  He stressed the importance of fire alarms, advising that most houses needed at least two and that there had not been a death in a house where a fire alarm was fitted.  All new houses were now fitted with smoke alarms and the WAG was considering sprinkler systems in new houses which would make Wales the first country in the world to take this step.  The fire safety check would look at two basic issues (a) environment and (b) lifestyle.  The biggest cause of death by fire is smoking in bed and of the 11 accidental deaths from fire over the last 18 months, 7 were smokers and 5 were over 50 years of age.  The fire safety check would involve two fire fighters attending to check the premises and take personal details and would last for 20 minutes.  The purpose of any recommendations made was to give the occupants time to escape in the event of the fire.  Legislation already exists in public buildings as to the fire safety features that must be incorporated; however, no legislation exists in relation to private homes.  He pointed out that fire causes psychological damage as well as physical damage and that the recommendation to improve the safety in private homes was free.  He urged members to contact the free phone number to make an appointment.
The Chairman thanked Mr Lewis for his attendance and a most informative address to the Council.

171
Minutes of the full Council held on 17th January 2011
Cllr Williams proposed the minutes were accurate.  This was seconded by Cllr Davies and agreed by all.  Cllr Thomas reminded members that Cllr Jones had asked for a list of amendments that Cllr Thomas had felt he could not decide upon without incurring another allegation of bias from Cllr Jones.  As a consequence, he had circulated Cllr Jones’ request for amendments to all Councillors, together with a covering letter, in which he explained his rationale, advising that the full Council would make the decision, rather than just the Chairman.  The Chairman asked members whether they wished to adopt any of the amendments requested by Cllr Jones and none of the members wished to do so. 
172
Matters arising

Paragraph 144
Cllr Davies advised the meeting that the meeting at the school had taken place on 28th January 2011.
Paragraph 149 [Paragraph 136 (Paragraph 119)]
Cllr Davies advised the meeting that a three year lease had been agreed with Dr Benedict and that she was now chasing the CHC for the public meeting they had promised when matters were resolved.  In addition she had written an article for the Link in an effort to explain an ever-changing situation.  The biggest concern was whether the intervening period had meant that residents had sought GP cover elsewhere and whether there were sufficient numbers left to make sure that a surgery in Pentyrch remained viable.  On this basis, the public meeting was extremely important.  Cllr Thomas asked whether the PCC should be more directly involved and this provoked a general and wide-ranging discussion.  It was agreed that the Clerk would write to Steve Ellis (CHC) and Jan Williams (LHB) in an effort to progress the meeting and bring the PCC into the process.  Clerk to arrange
Paragraph 151.1
Cty Cllr Williams had asked Cllr Davies to advise members that the first meeting of the ‘Initial Group’, as decided at the Community Meeting on 8th December, would take place at 7pm on Monday 28th February 2011 at Pentyrch Rugby Club. 

Paragraph 153
Cllr Davies asked whether the Clerk had sent objections in relations to Planning application 10/02209 in respect of the proposed development at Maes Gwyn Cattery, GYG.  The Clerk advised that he had, although the application was still under consideration.
Paragraph 158

The Chairman, Cllr Thomas, advised that the matter was being proceeded with.
173
Minutes of the Museum Committee held on 7th February 2011

Cllr Williams proposed the minutes were accurate.  This was seconded by Cllr Rees and agreed by all.

174
Matters Arising
Cllr Thomas mentioned that it was interesting to see the Tithe Map and congratulated Cllr Williams on the hard work he had done in relation to the wall presentations.

175
Community Link
Cllr Williams advised the meeting that the closing date for the Spring Link was that day.  
176
Clerk’s Report
176.1
Donation of Painting to Council Offices
The Clerk advised members of the original oil painting of old Pentyrch done by Norma Proctor which had been presented to the Council and now had pride of place in the main office.  He advised Councillors that he had written to Norma Proctor thanking her for her generous gift.
176.2
Referendum in Wales ~ 3rd March 2011
Councillors were reminded of the up and coming referendum.
176.3
Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge.
The Clerk explained the background to this and the work he had undertaken thus far on behalf of the Council.  At this time he was recommending Councillors support the nomination of Creigiau Recreation Ground and the Memorial Park, Pentyrch under the scheme.  This was agreed.  Cllr Harrison also sought to query whether the Pentyrch Sports ground could also be nominated under the scheme and the Clerk advised that he felt that it could and that he would supply the contact details of Rhodri Edwards, Fields in Trust, in order that they could put forward their ground forward for consideration.  Cllr Davies asked that CCC be requested to put forward GYG Playing Fields as well and asked that Cty Cllr Williams be invited to support this.  There was general agreement that open spaces should be protected and that consideration could be given at a later date to extending the PCC nomination to include other areas under PCC ownership.  Clerk to arrange
176.4
Vacancy in post of Administrative Assistant
The Clerk advised the meeting that Mrs Madeleine Webb, one of the job-share, part-time, administration assistants, had decided to retire with effect from the end of March 2011.  Council agreed that an advert should be placed to try and find a replacement and that a gift should be purchased to mark her service to the Council.  The Chairman, Cllr Thomas, wanted to record the Council’s thanks to Mrs Webb for her sterling work and, in addition, her organisation of the Remembrance Day parades, as well as her attendance at two meetings, where she had taken the minutes.  Clerk to arrange
177
Schedule of Payments and Receipts
Payments of £6,414.58 and receipts of £793.48 were recorded for January 2011.  These were proposed as accepted by Cllr Williams seconded by Cllr Priday and agreed.
178
Planning Applications
There were 7 planning applications to consider:
a) 11/00035/DCH ~ 25 Maes y Nant, Creigiau.  No adverse comments.
b) 11/00091/DCH ~ 15 Dol y Felin, Creigiau.  Cllr Prosser declared an interest as he lives in the street.  No adverse comments.
c) 11/00092/DCH ~ Honeysuckle Cottage, 1-2 Post Office Row, Gwaelod y Garth.  Cllr Davies advised that this matter had been considered at the North-west Conservation Group meeting with no adverse comments.  Although she queried why new windows had not been subject to a similar planning application.   Clerk to enquire 
d) 11/00197/DCH ~ 3 Parc y Felin, Creigiau.  Cllr Thomas declared an interest as he lives in the street.  No adverse comments, although concern was expressed with regard to the availability of off-road parking.  An examination of the plans showed that this had been catered for.
e) 11/00161/DCH ~ Brynhyfrydd, Efail Isaf Road, Pentyrch.  No adverse comments although concern was voiced as to whether this was a first step towards planning permission for a residential property.
f) 11/00205/DCH ~ 33 Bronllwyn, Pentyrch.  No adverse comments.
g) 11/00186/DCH ~ 59 Parc Castell y Mynach, Creigiau.  No adverse comments.
179
Correspondence
No issues were raised with any of the Correspondence
180
To consider Road and Traffic Management issues 
Councillors were reminded of the meeting of the ‘Initial group’ to which all Pentyrch Councillors were invited.  Councillors also reinforced their collective concerns over the maintenance of the roads in the PCC area.
181
Councillors’ Reports
	Date
	Councillor
	Report
	Action Taken

	19.1.11
	Sheila Dafis
	Update on Creigiau Senior Youth Club.  Because of the recent bad weather conditions, there has been a poor attendance at the Youth Club and because of GCSE re-sits and mock exams, the Youth Services have decided to hold back the remaining 3 sessions to the end of February and beginning of March.  Radyr Youth services are also putting in a bid for Youth Initiative Funding to help with the hiring of the Scout Hall.  A kind donation of a Chess set has been given to the club.
	For information

	20.1.11
	Lindsay Davies
	Further to our discussion at Monday's Council meeting concerning Cardiff Council's unimpressive response to the recent weather problems in the villages, it was pleasing to come across a gritter lorry liberally spraying grit down Heol Goch on Tuesday (18th) evening (6.50 pm) - particularly as that was the first I had noted that we were in for another frosting yesterday.  Perhaps other Councillors have noticed an improved response too.
	For information

	20.1.11
	Eric Priday
	The bottom of Heol Goch at its junction with Main Road, Gwaelod y Garth is lethal as it is like a skating rink and obviously has not been gritted overnight.  Can you ask Highways to ensure that it is gritted as we have a lot more cold weather to come.
	Email to C2C

	20.1.11
	Lindsay Davies
	Can you please contact the parks department who I believe are responsible for cutting back along this well-used path.  The riverside trees and bushes are now so overgrown that it is impossible to walk this popular path without climbing up the bank - an experience that is inevitably muddy and therefore risky.  Although when I first queried responsibility for this path we didn't get a favourable response from the Council, I have since established that its the Victoria Park HQ that cuts back the grass at least and, I believe, did the buddleia removal last summer/autumn.  Thanks in anticipation.
	Email to C2C

	24.1.11
	Sandie Rosser
	Could you please send my grateful thanks to Cardiff County Council, Highways Department, for their rapid response to my telephone call Friday late afternoon (21.1.11), when I reported that the tarmac had broken up around a drain at the junction of Main Road/Heol Goch and Viaduct Road.  This rather deep hole was extremely dangerous for cars and especially cyclists.  They did a temporary repair on Saturday morning and a permanent one on Sunday.
	Thanks passed on to CCC (Highways)

	24.1.11
	Gill Rees
	The ‘give way’ road markings on Bronllwyn, Pentyrch at its junction with High Corner have faded so badly that I have been advised that on at least two occasions recently, cars travelling from Mountain Road have exited across the junction without stopping and in contravention of the ‘give way’ markings.  These lines need urgent re-marking before a nasty accident occurs.
	Email to C2C

	24.1.11
	Gill Rees
	Further to the email reported in the meeting by Cllr Owen there is now a second pot-hole on the eastern side of Heol Pant y Gored, Creigiau, right on the corner opposite the northern most entrance to Pant y Gored Farm.
	Email to C2C

	24.1.11
	Gill Rees
	There is rubbish in both of the lay-bys on Heol Pant y Gored Road, Creigiau.
	Email to C2C

	26.1.11
	Lindsay Davies
	Can you please contact Cardiff Council to clarify responsibility for the 'soakaway' that was dug near Garth Tyre and Auto and ask that it be cleared out as a matter of urgency?  I have been contacted by Helen Watkins who lives on Main Road below Georgetown and advises that this has never been done and that although the residents are used to flooding risks occurring about once a year, they have had three near misses in the past year, the most recent one being last week when the Council fortunately responded to the residents' pleas within 1.5 hours and did an emergency clear of the drains.  Apparently the water had reached knee depth in the drives of several homes which sit below the level of the road.  The residents fear a repeat and feel that the volume of water coming down off the mountain and road is such that the soakaway - originally dug to provide essential supplementary drainage - really must be cleared.  Ms Watkins has already contacted the Council directly but has received no response to date.  Naturally the residents are concerned that another heavy downpour will result in their homes being flooded.  Thanks in anticipation.
	Email to C2C

	1.2.11
	Gill Rees
	There are two pot-holes on Heol Pant y Gored, Pentyrch, alongside the house called Bryn Glas and on the northern side of the carriageway.  They are approximately 12” x 18” long and some 3 – 4” deep.
	Email to C2C

	7.2.11
	Stuart Thomas
	A dangerous branch is overhanging the highway on Heol Pant y Gored, Creigiau, between the entrance to the recreation ground and the first dog-leg in the road as you travel towards Pant y Gored Farm.  
	Email to C2C


	14.2.11
	Penri Williams
	Councillor Penri Williams attended the Un Llais Cymru One Voice Wales meeting on 24 January 2011 in Cowbridge 

Address by Lyn Cadwallader the new  Chief Executive of One Voice Wales.  He formerly worked for Torfaen County Council  Head of Service - Public Engagement and is a Community Councillor on Magor Council.  He has identified a number of important issues e.g., NEC needs change, Annual conference needs improving.  Senedd chapter 7 endorsed will give lots of opportunities.  Community engagement sustainability.  Finance - fear cost shunting.  Young people youth councils.  Shout loud Shout proud

Other information from meeting

UK planning portal available - Cardiff Council open access to planning web.  Training update 1000 councillors.  Planning training.  New Local Government measure - how to take on delegated services. 
	For information.

	17.2.11
	Sheila Dafis
	There are two large pot-holes close to the entrance to Little Mill, on Tynant Road, Creigiau.  In addition there is a substantial pot-hole on Heol Creigiau, outside 2 Parc y Bryn.
	Email to C2C

	21.2.11
	Lindsay Davies
	Its disappointing to note that you don't appear to have had a response from CCC to the request that they give some early attention to the drainage sink-hole/pit type drain that was dug near Garth Tyre and Auto garage and which is intended to reduce the risk of flooding experienced all too often by the residents at the bottom of Main Road, one of whom contacted me concerning this.  Having walked the area recently I can see no improvement and fear the residents might get a repeat of their recent flood scare if this rain keeps up!
	Further email to C2C

	21.2.11
	Gill Rees
	I have been asked by residents what the current situation is regarding the road closure at Garth Hill, Pentyrch.  [Clerk advised that he had written on two occasions requesting an update but, as yet, had not received a reply]
	Clerk to enquire.

	21.2.11
	Gill Rees
	I would like to thank CCC for their prompt action in repainting the street markings at High Corner/Bronllwyn, Pentyrch.
	Clerk to advise

	21.2.11
	Wynford Ellis Owen
	Nearly a year on from our request for the bus-shelter at Cardiff Road by Queen Charlotte Drive and still nothing has happened.  Could we write again to pester the CCC official concerned in the hope that shelter will be provided before the 14 year old school children take their GCSE’s?
	Clerk to arrange

	21.2.11
	Eric Priday
	Pot-holes ~ Heol y Pentre, Pentyrch on the first speed bump travelling south and before you get to Heol Danyrodyn  there is one pot-hole on the north side and two on the south side.  There is also a pot-hole virtually opposite the junction with Lon y Fro.  There is a massive pot-hole on Church Road, between the green lane that goes to Llwynda Ddu Farm and White Lodge.  I would also say that we report our pot-holes regularly and they do get attended to.  I travel around Cardiff a lot and there are some pot-holes which have not been touched for months and months.
	Clerk to arrange

	21.2.11
	Sandie Rosser
	There was a first class presentation by the GYG School’s eco-club in relation to their desire to walk to school.  A petition was collated which has been presented to CCC in an effort to get them to back the walk safely to school campaign especially along School Lane.
	For information

	21.2.11
	Lindsay Davies
	Following a conversation with Cty Cllr Craig Williams I get the impression that the PCC should be objecting to the submission sites on the Cardiff LDP now.  {Clerk felt this was not the case but would find out and amend the Link article if necessary]
	Clerk to enquire

	21.2.11
	John Harrison
	The extension to the school will commence in May 2011.  It was delayed in order to get agreement to make the extension slightly larger.  I am assured that the money is available and has been ring-fenced for the improvements.
	For information

	21.2.11
	Stuart Thomas
	There are three large pot-holes on Heol Goch adjacent and slightly below the access to Tonmawr Quarry where it also appears the road surface has been washed away.  There are also 3 large pot-holes on Main Road, GYG near its junction with Heol Berry.
	Clerk to arrange

	21.2.11
	Stuart Thomas
	The drain on the bend on the A.4119, Llantrisant Road, virtually opposite the Chapel has now silted up again and is causing the road to flood.
	Clerk to arrange


There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.08 pm
Chair_____________________________________________

Date______________________________________________
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