Minutes of the full Council Meeting held at 7.00 pm, 14th December 2010, at the Pentyrch Village Hall
PRESENT: -

Councillors: 

Stuart Thomas (Chairman), Lindsay Davies, Sheila Dafis, 





Penri Williams, Stewart McKay Mike Jones, Sara Pickard 





Sandie Rosser & Wynford Ellis Owen 

APOLOGIES: -
Councillors:

Eric Priday & John Harrison
131
Police Matters
PC Huw Thomas was not present and had sent his apologies along with a written report.  The Clerk read the report out to the meeting.  In the report PC Thomas advised that, together with the two PCSOs, he had been carrying out speed checks in Gwaelod y Garth and Creigiau using a hand-held speed camera.  He had also visited Smiths Skips and Creigiau Travel in relation to HGVs driving through Pentyrch, advising that best evidence included the vehicle being stopped at the time and a witness statement being provided.  He asked that residents ring 101 to ensure the incident was reported then and there.  Finally he asked that any Councillors involved in Neighbourhood Watch in either Creigiau or Gwaelod to provide him with email/contact details.
Gwaelod y Garth had 13 calls and 1 crime which was a domestic assault.  Pentyrch had 20 calls and 5 crimes, namely, a non-dwelling burglary at Cefn Bychan; a theft at high Corner; criminal damage to a motor vehicle at Maes y Sarn and 2 cannabis warnings to persons from outside the area.  Creigiau had 5 calls and two crimes, namely the theft from a motor vehicle at the Terrace and a drink/drive at Cardiff Road.

Cllr Davies advised the meeting that details of Creigiau Neighbourhood Watch were in the Link on Page 5, as were the contact details for Councillors.  The Clerk advised that he would pass on a copy of the Link to the officer.  Clerk to arrange
Cllr Jones referred to the use of hand-held speed cameras advising that certain speed guns were illegal as they hadn’t been passed by an Act of Parliament and that people could challenge convictions.  He went on to talk about drug arrests claiming that the statistics supplied by the Police differed to the version on the street and that there were drugs in Pentyrch.  He referred to the stabbing incident which the Police had not pursued because the injured party refused to make a complaint and asked the rhetorical question whether this meant that anyone could carry a knife.  The Clerk advised him that the decision to prosecute was not that of the Police and was the responsibility of the Crown Prosecution Service.  Finally, he referred to the HGV from Biffa that he had reported to the Police and stated that CCTV cameras at either end of the village would resolve the problem of evidence.
Cllr McKay referred to the issue of scrap metal dealers in Creigiau that he had brought up at an earlier meeting.  The Clerk advised that they also went round Pentyrch and Gwaelod and felt that the return of the ‘rag and bone men’ was a sign of the times and unless it was directly connected to any criminality it would be low on the list of Police priorities.

Cllr Thomas advised that he had spoken to PC Thomas at Creigiau Travel and had raised the issue of the PACT meetings, the alternate meetings between St Fagans & Creigiau, the failure to communicate which included the lack of minutes being made available and the correlation to the fall in numbers attending.  He hoped PC Thomas would improve the communication aspect and that the minutes would be sent out more promptly.

132
Public Session

There were 2 members of the public present.  Kenneth Hughes referred to the finances of CCC arguing that it was not cost-effective to patch the pot-holes by sub-standard work which were not inspected as it meant that the contractor or work force revisited the same spot four or five times a year.  He queried who audited this work adding that he also felt that CCC (Highways) was not doing their job properly.  He felt that Pentyrch was worse in this regard than Creigiau.  He wished all Councillors a Merry Christmas.
Cty Cllr Craig Williams agreed with Ken Hughes that the issue of the roads were a major problem.  He advised that he sat on a Task & Finish group, a cross party committee albeit he was a member of the opposition.  This group were due to report on how CCC (Highways) had failed and that if something was not done soon the whole infrastructure could start to crumble.  On that basis it was anticipated that the group’s report would be presented to the Council in February and the recommendation was likely to be a doubling in expenditure on pot-hole repairs, all repairs to be square cuts, excavated, filled, levelled and sealed.  There was a sound business case for the quality of repairs rather than patching and he was hopeful that change ‘was coming down the line’.
133
Matters Arising from the Public Session.

Cllr McKay endorsed what was said regarding the pot-holes pointing out that Ford dealers were now stocking higher levels of replacement springs than ever before.  Cllr Thomas also agreed and felt that CCC should have an arrangement of a warranty on the work carried out so that if a pot-hole re-appeared that the sub-contractor had to make good without payment.  Cty Cllr Williams added that whilst there were sub-contractors a large number of repairs were carried out in-house.
Cllr Jones felt that, in common with other members, CCC does not manage repairs, especially those done in-house.  He felt that outside contractors were not tendering for work and that it was probably done by way of a rolling programme.  He felt that the whole department needed a shake-up and that proper checks should be in place.  Cllr Williams felt that a letter should be sent to CCC (Highways) expressing our concern over the quality of repairs and send a copy to the new Chief Executive especially as he had visited Pentyrch since his appointment.  Clerk to arrange
134
A presentation from Tim Davies, CCC (Emergency Management Officer) on Community Resilience
The Clerk advised the meeting that, unfortunately, Tim Davies had had to postpone his attendance and apologised for having to do so for a second time.  He asked if members were happy for his attendance at the March 2011 meeting.  This was agreed.
Cllr Thomas wondered whether the Council could pre-empt his address with a draft or skeleton of a Community Plan and asked members to put any ideas to the Clerk.  Cllr Davies felt that it was easier to adapt an existing Community Plan and asked that the Clerk locate one for adaption.  Clerk to arrange
Cllr Jones asked if any progress had been made in relation to the Fire Service addressing the Council and was advised that no progress had been made.  He asked that the Clerk pursue the issue.  Clerk to arrange
135
Minutes of the full Council held on 15th November 2010
Cllr Jones asked that at paragraph 117, third paragraph, the sentence commencing ‘Cllr Jones claimed…’ he asked that the word ‘claimed’ be altered to ‘said’.  Councillors agreed to this alteration.  Cllr Jones then said that the Clerk had made a mistake on Page 5 where Cllr Jones had referred to ‘Pontypridd to Cardiff’ and the Clerk had written ‘Pentyrch to Cardiff’.  However he could not locate this mistake in the minutes and Cllr Williams proposed that the minutes with the one amendment were agreed and that the Council should move on.  This was agreed by all, except Cllr Jones who stated that the minutes were not correct.  The minutes were duly signed.

136
Matters arising

Paragraph 119

Cllr Davies had spoken to Cardiff & Vale Health Board that day to establish the current situation and at the present time the locum doctor was doing a solo three month contract, although the Christmas holidays would be covered by two other locums.  The LHB were negotiating a further three month contract with Dr Benedict but if this failed then the fall back position was that the demountable would be placed in the PVH car-park for a 12 month period.  The promised pubic meeting would take place when there was something positive, negative or an action plan to inform the residents.  Cllr Thomas advised the meeting that there had been concern in Creigiau that a similar situation could occur there and, as a consequence, the Doctors practice had applied for a retail pharmacy to be attached to the surgery in Parc-y-Bryn.  
Paragraph 121 (Paragraph 109)

Cllr Davies asked whether any progress had been made on the meeting in relation to the traffic issues in Gwaelod.  Cty Cllr Craig Williams advised that it would happen in the New Year, although he had not been able to make suitable arrangements with PC Thomas.  The Clerk advised that arrangements would be better made with Inspector Brock, who could then direct PC Thomas accordingly.
Paragraph 123

Cllr Thomas advised that no progress had been made on the agreed arrangements owing to the Clerk’s absence on leave and work commitments by the Chairman.

Paragraph 124

Several members congratulated Cllr Williams on an excellent Link with Cllr Pickard particularly pleased with the article and photograph of her receiving a ‘Recognising Achievement Award’.   Cllr Rosser added her congratulations to Cllr Pickard and also asked that Caroline and Peter Morgan were thanked for their efforts in delivering the Link to houses in Gwaelod y Garth.

Paragraph 125.3

Cllr Jones asked who had invited the representatives of CCC to the community meeting.  The clerk advised that he had contacted the officers from CCC following decisions agreed at the last two Council meetings where the issues were discussed.  This was agreed by other Councillors present and a general discussion ensued at the end of which Cllr Jones handed copies of four letters, all dated in 2006, in respect of previous correspondence he had had with CCC over traffic management issues in Pentyrch.
137
Community Link
Cllr Williams advised the meeting that the closing date for the Spring Link was the 21st February 2011.  He hoped that the next Link would reduce to 16 pages from the 20 pages in the current edition.
138
Clerk’s Report
138.1
Christmas Holidays ~ Office opening hours
Members agreed to the proposal that the Council office will be closed from 11.30am on Friday 24th December 2010 until 9.30 am on Tuesday 4th January 2011.
138.2
Grants
The Clerk advised members that there was only one grant to consider, which was from Radyr & District Good Neighbours Scheme.  The scheme was suffering from funding difficulties and had not received an increase in its grant from CCC in 8 years and whilst the PCC made small grants during the year to specific issues, such as the office rent and the Pensioner’s Christmas party, they were now seeking a more long-term commitment to more general funding.  There was a discussion regarding this application.  Cllr Williams proposed that a grant of £100 be made and that the PCC could examine ways as to how the PCC could give a longer-term commitment to funding.  This was seconded.  Cllr Owen felt that there was always a danger in considering grants that the PCC spread its largesse too thinly and he felt that it would be more meaningful to give a grant of £200 and still look at longer-term funding.  This was seconded but defeated when voted upon.  The original proposal was then voted upon and agreed.  Clerk to arrange
138.3
Minutes of the Community Meeting held
The minutes were agreed as accurate and it was agreed that they be circulated in Pentyrch, published on the web-site and displayed in the noticeboards.  Cllr Williams also felt that copies of the minutes should be sent to the 8 electors who had requested the meeting in the first place and it was agreed that Geoff Field, who had co-ordinated the request for the meeting, would be asked onto the initial group. Clerk to arrange
138.4
The Pavilion, Creigiau Recreation Ground
The Clerk advised the meeting of the flood that had occurred in the Pavilion and the steps taken thus far.
139
Schedule of Payments and Receipts
Payments of £6,659.59 and receipts of £1,374.25 were recorded for November 2010.  These were proposed as accepted by Cllr Williams seconded by Cllr Davies and agreed.
140
Planning Applications
There were 5 planning applications to consider:
a) 10/02031/DCH ~ 70 Maes-y-Sarn, Pentyrch.  No adverse comments
b) 10/02128/DCO ~ Cardiff Landscapes, Viaduct Road, Gwaelod Y Garth.  No adverse comments.
c) 10/02169/DCH ~ Rocky Bank, Garth Hill, Gwaelod y Garth.  CD-ROM given to GYG Councillors for consideration and report back to the Clerk if necessary..
d) 10/02202/DCH ~ Coach House, Henstaff Court, Llantrisant Road, Creigiau.  No adverse comments.
e) 10/02173/DCO ~ Machlud Haul, 13 Bronllwyn, Pentyrch.  Cllr Jones to visit and report back to Clerk although no adverse comments made at the meeting.
Cllr Thomas raised the prospect of putting the Planning list, as circulated to members by the Clerk, on to the web-site.  This was not considered to be a problem and Cllr Williams agreed to liaise with the Clerk as to how to amend the web-site to include this information.  Clerk to arrange
141
Correspondence
Cllr Jones referred to an email dated 14.12.10, on the Clerk’s Supplementary Report, where the Clerk had referred to ‘Pentyrch to Cardiff’ when it should have read ‘Pontypridd to Cardiff.’  The Clerk confirmed that this was the item that Cllr Jones had previously thought was in the minutes. 
Cllr Davies asked for further details regarding the ‘What Matters’ correspondence dated 13.12.10, which the Clerk read out for the benefit of all present.  He invited Councillors to complete the questionnaire should they wish to do so.
Cllr Rosser referred to the correspondence dated 14.12.10 from Simon Roberts and asked what the Clerk intended to do. The Clerk advised that decisions on the historical significance of artefacts would be decided by the Historical Society, who had been copied into the email, but that he felt that it was not something that could be accommodated in the plans for the visitor’s centre.

142
To consider Road and Traffic Management issues 
Cllr Jones stated that the he hoped for a meeting in three months with all concerned following the decision made at the Community meeting and that he remained focussed on the issues.  
143
Councillors’ Reports
	Date
	Councillor
	Report
	Action Taken

	16.11.10
	Lindsay Davies
	The junction into Riverglade is also in a holy mess, as it were, and one which will get considerably worse and dangerous as the frost bites, this being the spot which you can guarantee gets icy, with breaking cars slipping into Main Road every year.
	Email to C2C

	16.11.10
	Lindsay Davies
	I have received a message from a local resident highlighting that Llys Tripp is not adequately provided with grit/salt bins. There is one nearby on Riverglade (on the bend at the pull-in by Banc yr Afon) but that probably pre-dates the new Banc/Ffordd yr Afon estate and, with Riverglade offshoots including Miles Court and Southglade that's over 200 houses and 2 miles of road.  Could additional grit-bins be supplied please?
	Email to C2C

	29.11.10
	Penri Williams
	I attended the liaison meeting of the Taffs Well Quarry of 18th November and below is a summary of the main points raised:

· The biodiversity event was successful

· There will be a planning application to formally divert the footpaths that used to run through the quarry.

· The Tonmawr quarry is operating although Sammy Rees died 6 months ago.  The quarry is now being run by his son.

· There is no change in the management of the Beech wood and the pruning on Pentyrch Hill will take place over the winter months and any fallen trees will be removed from footpaths.

· Motor bikes are still being ridden around the area and causing damage in the Beech wood.  They are gaining access from Tongwynlais and more signs are needed on the boundary to the quarry.  The security staff are also suffering abuse from the miscreants.
	For information 


	30.11.10
	Lindsay Davies
	On the zigzag path in Gwaelod y Garth there is a hand rail.  Could you please ask CCC to repair/replace the rusted broken section of the hand rail on the end of the bottom section (right hand side if going down the path) particularly as the one section that's broken off now constitutes a hazard in itself as it is sticking out into the pathway by nearly a foot.
	Email to C2C

	30.11.10
	Stuart Thomas
	I have received reports that work is being carried out on the entrance and access to the Tarmac Quarry, Heol Pant y Gored, Creigiau.  Can you find out what is happening and whether Tarmac have plans to re-open the quarry?
	Tarmac have no plans to re-open the Quarry and just tidying access.

	1.12.10
	Lindsay Davies
	I am grateful to the County Council officers for installing a new pathway signpost on the River path en route to the Zigzag path from Riverglade and Heol Berry (just after the fork at the end of the Riverglade Estate) but wonder, as I think this sign is new rather than a replacement, whether its arrival merely coincides with the request I made or if the wrong site has been chosen.  I checked this morning and found that there was no change at the site I highlighted and found that the old sign to which I refer remains lying on the ground.  Its about 3 yards up the bank from School Lane itself, opposite the blue garage door that belongs to an Old School cottages resident, approximately 400 yards nearer Heol Berry than the new sign.  If you could pass on my thanks, along with this query, I'd be grateful
	Email to CCC (Footpaths)

	1.12.10
	Stuart Thomas
	Could you ask CCC if they can grit the following junctions as drivers approaching the junctions coming down the hill to the give way sign have been sliding into the path of oncoming traffic:

1. Star Lane with the A.4119, Llantrisant Road, Capel Llanilltern.

2. Parc y Felin with Tynant Road, Creigiau

3. Parc y Bryn with Heol Creigiau
	Email to C2C

	2.12.10
	Sheila Dafis
	Footpath 80 that runs between Parc Castell y Mynach and the Old Post Office, Cardiff Road, Creigiau has a small bridge over a stream.  On the Parc Castell Mynach side of the bridge the tarmac has crumbled and there is a pot-hole.
	Email to C2C

	7.12.10
	Mike Jones
	Biffa Recycling lorry on Heol Goch close to village.  Thursday 2 December – 1230 hours.  Passed vehicle – unable to see number plate – dirty.  I am guessing that the lorry, with a huge recycling removable body, was on route to Creigiau/ Smith’s skips yard in Creigiau and was therefore using Pentyrch village as a short cut.

Please contact both firms.  
	Copy of Email sent to PC Thomas by Cllr Jones

	7.12.10
	Wynford Ellis Owen
	I'd like you to keep up the pressure on Mandy Evans regarding our request for a bus shelter opposite the entrance to Queen Charlotte Drive on Cardiff Road, Creigiau. Each morning I see three young schoolgirls standing on the freezing grass verge waiting for their school bus to turn up. And what about the mostly elderly passengers waiting for their public transport busses? It is totally unacceptable that they have to face the elements like this without any protection, especially underfoot. Can we remind Mandy that we are keeping a watching brief on this matter and that we expect her to take  action soon to remedy the situation?
	Email to Mandy Evans, CCC

	7.12.10
	Wynford Ellis Owen
	Darkness surrounds the Tesco store in Creigiau at night - especially the car parking space to the right of the store.  In these freezing conditions anyone could easily hurt themselves if they slipped on the ice in the darkness.  Will you kindly write a letter to the store manager on Council members' behalf requesting that extra lighting be installed as soon as possible?
	Letter sent to Tesco

	8.12.10
	John Harrison
	At the top of Heol Goch, Pentyrch the railings at the junction with Cefn Bychan have clearly been struck in an accident and are bending over and into the carriageway of the westerly carriageway of Heol Goch.  This is very dangerous and needs urgent attention
	Email to C2C

	13.12.10
	Wynford Ellis Owen
	The continued absence of a grit bin on Queen Charlotte Drive, Creigiau is too common a complaint these days from residents. The whole drive was treacherous in the extreme during the recent sub-zero weather. Residents are eager to take responsibility - last year, for example, all the residents got together and cleared the snow themselves.  Having a grit bin would better facilitate that act of community responsibility.  Could CCC be asked again to place a grit bin nearby for the use of residents?
	Email to C2C

	14.12.10
	Lindsay Davies
	I am concerned that the article in the Link from the Community Action Committee implies that the lack of a bus seat at the location is down to the inaction of the PCC and this is not true.  [The Clerk advised that the matter had not been discussed since the May meeting and there had been an entry by the Clerk in the summer edition of the Link giving an up to date position.  There had been no movement on the issue since this time.]
	For information

	14.12.10
	Wynford Owen Ellis
	I would like to advise the Council of the arrival, at last, of the grit bin at Queen Charlotte Drive, Creigiau.  It is also encouraging to receive a positive response from Mandy Evans, CCC, regarding the bus-stop on Cardiff Road.  In addition the refurbishment of Bertie Waldron’s seat in GYG brings me to the conclusion that it is always a good thing to highlight the positive things happening.
	For information

	14.12.10
	Stewart McKay
	It would be helpful to have grit/salt put down on the footpaths in Creigiau as we have already had one person who has fallen and broken her arm.  The most used path is the footpath from the Old Post Office to Parc Castell y Mynach.
	Clerk to arrange

	14.12.10
	Mike Jones
	I intend to publish the correspondence I have collated over the last five years between CCC (Highways) and myself to demonstrate to the people of Pentyrch the rhetoric that CCC have employed to avoid the issues in respect of the traffic management problems in Pentyrch.
	For information

	14.12.10
	Mike Jones
	I have been appointed the co-ordinator for the South Wales region of the Association of British Drivers and I will be consulted upon the traffic issues affecting members of the ABD in this area.
	For information


	14.12.10
	Mike Jones
	This is a stubby (showed item to members) and it is used for the safe disposal of cigarette ends and chewing gum and could be distributed throughout area although I am waiting on a response from a health advisory team before proceeding with this.
	For information


There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.35 pm
Chair_____________________________________________

Date______________________________________________
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