Minutes of the full Council Meeting held at 7.00 pm, 15th November 2010, at the Pentyrch Village Hall
PRESENT: -

Councillors: 

Stuart Thomas (Chairman), Lindsay Davies, Gill Rees, 





Penri Williams, Eric Priday, Mike Jones, Sara Pickard 





Sandie Rosser, & John Harrison, 

APOLOGIES: -
Councillors:

Sheila Dafis, Stewart McKay, & Wynford Ellis Owen
117
Police Matters
PC Huw Thomas was present and handed out a written report to all Councillors.  He advised that the current issue was thefts of motor vehicles and he and his colleagues had been working night shifts in an effort to combat this problem.  The crime figures on the report were available from the South Wales Police web-site and could be accessed by anyone.  He apologised that he had not separated Gwaelod y Garth from the Pentyrch figures and assured the Gwaelod Councillors that he would do so next time.
PC Thomas went on to talk about Neighbourhood Watch in the three villages and was questioned by the Gwaelod Councillors about the existence of a NHW in GYG.  The discussion was resolved with PC Thomas promising to contact Cllr Rosser directly about the issue.  He then spoke about the survey he wished to carry out to gauge what the public wanted as nobody was coming to PACT meetings.  Cllr Davies pointed out that two issues, pertinent to GYG, which were brought up at the last PACT meeting, were not even mentioned in the PACT priorities.  Cllr Thomas commented that he felt that the level of communication from South Wales Police was poor, citing instances where minutes were promised and not delivered.  PC Thomas pointed out that PACT meetings were advertised in local shops and on the web-site.  The lack of minutes in Creigiau was not helped by the lack of an individual to run the meetings and take the minutes as happened elsewhere.  A discussion ensued on the differences between PACT meetings and NHW.
PC Thomas went on to talk about speeding in general and poor signage and then advised members that he had arranged to meet with the management of Smiths of Gloucester, the skip firm, who had taken over at Creigiau Skips, to advise them on the weight restrictions through Pentyrch.  A further discussion ensued in relation to the use of the speed gun which PC Thomas advised he was being trained in the use of at the end of November.  Cllr Jones claimed that the use of certain speed guns were illegal and asked to be advised of what speed gun would be used, whether it was Home Office approved and whether it had been calibrated.  PC Thomas assured Cllr Jones that the speed gun he would use would be legal.
A discussion then took place about parking at Gwaelod y Garth School, the school travel plan and the powers of PCSOs, especially their use for school crossing patrol.  PC Thomas stated that PCSOs could issue parking tickets but could not deal with endorsable offences unless directed to do so by a Constable.  He added that PCSOs could take on the duties of a school crossing patrol at zebra crossings.

PC Thomas moved on to speak about his plans to use volunteers to open the Police Station for 2-3 hours a day during the week.  This was welcomed by members although PC Thomas said that the volunteers would need to be vetted and selected using proper criteria. 
Cllr Jones then raised the issue of drugs arrests that he had requested information about and was advised that arrests were on the web-site and if he wanted specific information he should write to South Wales Police making an FOI request.  Cllr Jones went on to refer to a recent stabbing in Pentyrch which was drugs-related and also an incident in Heol Danyrodyn which had involved the use of the Police Helicopter and armed officers.  He stated that people were concerned and wanted to know the extent of the drugs problem in Pentyrch.  PC Thomas advised that there had been no incident involving heroin or cocaine in Pentyrch, the stabbing incident had been dropped and that he was not at liberty to discuss the incident in Heol Danyrodyn.  

Cllr Thomas thanked the officer for attending, especially as it was his day off and also thanked him for his assistance at the Remembrance Day Service in Pentyrch the previous day.

Cllr Jones then advised the officer of a HGV he had followed in the village that morning which he suspected was travelling through the village in contravention of the weight limit restriction.  PC Thomas urged Cllr Jones to contact ‘101’ directly as he was not on duty and did not return to duty until Friday 19th November.  He advised that an incident would be created and he would get a response.  The Clerk confirmed with the officer that this was the recommended course of action that should be taken in relation to HGVs travelling through Pentyrch.  Cllr Jones then advised the Clerk that about 8.45am he had seen and followed an HGV, Index DK06 LDL, travelling from Pentyrch down Heol Pant y Gored and towards Creigiau, mentioning the problems with HGVs along the stretch of the road towards Station Road, Creigiau.  The Clerk advised he would pass it on to ‘101’.  Clerk to arrange
118
Public Session

There were 2 members of the public present.  Kenneth Hughes queried whether the breaking into cars was to steal them or to steal from them.  He pointed out that it was he who had suggested that Smiths of Gloucester and Creigiau Travel use Cardiff Road to access their depots rather than Heol Pant y Gored.  He referred to his observations the previous month of yellow paint around the pot-holes in Pentyrch advising that the yellow paint had now faded and the pot-holes were still there.  He asserted that nothing had been spent on the roads in the village and that it was time something happened.
Cty Cllr Craig Williams agreed with Ken Hughes that the issue of the roads were a major problem.  He advised that he had had a meeting with the new Chief Executive who had taken away from the meeting the problems of CCC (Highways) and their ability to tackle the problems of pot-holes, patching and re-surfacing with a small budget.  He argued that the system in place was neither cost-effective nor adequate.  He was hopeful for change led by the new Chief Executive.
He went on to talk about the problems created by the closing of the GP’s surgery in Pentyrch and spoke about the public meeting that taken place and how another meeting would be held in 4-5 weeks which would be arranged by the Cardiff Community Health Council.

He thanked the Clerk for including him into any issues regarding the village and added that he now lived in the village and was more accessible than before.
119
Matters Arising from the Public Session.

There was a general discussion about the closing of the surgery in Pentyrch with contributions being made by Cllr Jones, Davies and Priday.  It was explained that Pentyrch Village Hall had offered a temporary facility within their car-park for a porta-cabin and that the Local Health Board had been quick off the mark as measurements were taken the following day and quotes were being made for the work.  It was likely that it would be used for a locum doctor as part of a satellite surgery from another practice but this was still unconfirmed.  It was hoped that any temporary surgery would be established quickly so as to ensure a practice remained feasible within Pentyrch.  Concerns were also raised whether, in the absence of a doctor in the village, the Pharmacy would remain viable.  
120
Minutes of the full Council Meeting held on 18th October 2010
The minutes were agreed and duly signed.
121
Matters Arising
Paragraph 109
Cllr Davies raised the issue about the proposed meeting in relation to the traffic issues around the school in Gwaelod y Garth and a discussion ensued involving Cllr Rosser, Davies and Cty Cllr Williams about when the meeting would be held in order to address the concerns of the residents.
122
Minutes of the Staffing Committee Meeting held on 1st November 2010
The minutes were agreed and duly signed.

123
Matters arising

Cllr Thomas advised that, in view of the confidential nature of the items to be discussed, he felt that members of the public should be excluded.  This was agreed by members and both members of the public left the room.  There then followed a lengthy debate in relation to a staffing issue.  
124
Community Link
Cllr Williams advised the meeting that the closing date for the Christmas Link was the 15th November.  Cllr Jones queried whether something could be put into the Link with regard to the reporting of HGVs going through Pentyrch.  The Chairman invited Cllr Jones to submit an article and the editor, Cllr Williams stated that the cut-off point would be mid-day on Tuesday 16th November.  Cllr Jones agreed to submit an article.
125
Clerk’s Report
125.1
Cardiff Local Development Plan
The Clerk explained the stage that the new Cardiff LDP had reached and referred specifically to the current request for landowners and others with interest in land to submit sites they wished to be considered for development.  The Clerk recommended that the area of Fairmeadow, Pentyrch that was proposed to convert to allotments should be submitted as part of the wider LDP process.  This was agreed by Councillors.  Clerk to arrange
Members decided that they did not want any other area of council-owned land considered for development.

The Clerk also went on to advise members of the draft sustainability appraisal and strategic environmental assessment scoping report.  In addition a conference was being held for consultees on 25th November 2010, and, should any Councillors wish to attend, they should contact the Clerk or his staff to facilitate attendance.

125.2
Annual Audit

The Clerk advised members that Mazars LLP would issue an unqualified certificate and opinion on the accounts but that the Council needed to re-approve the Annual Return which should then be signed by the Chairman before being returned to Mazars LLP.  The Annual return was re-approved and signed by the Chairman.  Clerk to arrange
125.3
Community Meeting

The Clerk advised members that he had managed to arrange the Community Meeting for Wednesday 8th December at Pentyrch School Hall.  He had advertised the meeting throughout the village and had received assurances from Adam Foster, CCC (Democratic Services) that the requisite CCC officers would be in attendance.  Cllr Williams expressed his thanks to the Clerk for what he had done.
125.4
December Meeting of Pentyrch Community Council

Members decided to change the date of the December meeting from Monday 20th December to Tuesday 14th December 2010 in order that any matters that need attention could be dealt with before the Christmas break.  Clerk to arrange
125.5
Report and Proposals for the review of Electoral Arrangements in CCC

The Clerk advised members that the final recommendation merged Pentyrch, Gwaelod y Garth, Creigiau and St Fagans into one ward represented by two Councillors.

125.6
The Rest Centre.

The Clerk advised members of the recommendation to carry out an asbestos survey on the Rest Centre so that any prospective purchaser would know the extent of any asbestos and the likely cost of removal.  This document would then be included within the legal package.  This was agreed and the Clerk was asked to arrange the survey.  In addition, members agreed to the Clerk’s recommendation to re-enter the Rest Centre in the auction scheduled for the 9th May 2011.  Clerk to arrange
126
Schedule of Payments and Receipts
Payments of £3,976.67 and receipts of £563.00p were recorded for October 2010.  These were proposed as accepted by Cllr Williams seconded by Cllr Davies and agreed.
127
Planning Applications
There were 6 planning applications to consider:
a) 10/01841/DCO ~ Hill Cottage, Llantrisant Road, Creigiau.  The previous application had been rejected in respect of this site, although this application was substantially different.  Cllr Williams raised the issue of the blocking off of part of the adopted highway, that ran from Tynant Road, in front of Smokey Cot, to the Llantrisant Road, and felt that the PCC should object in respect of the access.  This was agreed.  Clerk to arrange
b) 10/01966/DCH ~ 10 Tyn y Coed Road, Pentyrch.  No adverse comments.
c) 10/02020/DCO ~ Surgery, 69 Parc y Bryn, Creigiau.  No adverse comments.
d) 10/02032/DCH ~ 9 Maes yr Hafod, Creigiau.  No adverse comments.
e) 10/02036/DCH ~ Talville, Cardiff Road, Creigiau.  No adverse comments.
f) 10/02019/DCO ~ The King’s Arms, Church Road, Pentyrch.  No adverse comments.
128
Correspondence
Cllr Jones referred to the email from Tara King dated 25.10.10 and advised that there were still problems regarding the siting of wheelie bins.
129
To consider Road and Traffic Management issues 
Cllr Jones stated that the issues were still not resolved and that the problems in respect of the repair of roads were still apparent.  Cllr Davies advised that she was going to keep an eye on the ‘speed’ issue in relation to the vehicles in and around the school in Gwaelod.
130
Councillors’ Reports
	Date
	Councillor
	Report
	Action Taken

	25.10.10
	Gill Rees
	On Bronllwyn, Pentyrch there is a very large pot-hole.  It’s precise location is outside Clawdd Shon Cottage and opposite the side of the butchers shop.  It appears to have been occurred where pipes were laid and then re-tarmaced and the area has now deteriorated and settled so far that it has caused the pot-hole.  It is very dangerous and deep and needs urgent attention.  I would be grateful if this could be reported to CCC for urgent attention.
	25.10.10

	25.10.10
	Gill Rees
	There are also several pot-holes between the two speed bumps on Heol y Pentre.  These are on the eastern side of the road south of the junction with Heol Goch and north of the junction with Heol Danyrodyn.
	25.10.10

	25.10.10
	Sandie Rosser
	Is it possible to ascertain how often litter bins are scheduled to be emptied? The one opposite the Hall is VERY well used and needs to be emptied on a regular basis.  In reply to your e-mail in relation to a request for a road sweeper, on 18/1/10 Joss Evans -Clean Streets Manager stated that Gwaelod-y-Garth "does not have sufficient litter problems to justify one being placed there".  Well, if these well used rubbish bins are not emptied on a more regular basis we will soon qualify!!!
	25.10.10

	25.10.10
	Mike Jones
	Trench across road - adjacent to notice board - village shops.   Would please arrange for Cardiff County Council to repair the damaged road ASAP.  It is dangerous.  
	25.10.10

	27.10.10
	Stuart Thomas
	As you enter Tynant Road from the A.4119 Llantrisant Road, there are two signs as you descend the slight incline.  One sign advises that the road narrows and the other warns of pedestrians in the road.  Both signs are so over-gown with vegetation that they are unreadable.
	27.10.10

	3.11.10
	Sheila Dafis
	Please could you arrange for the footpaths in and around Creigiau to be cleared of fallen leaves?  As pretty as they are this time of year they are proving to be a hazard underfoot.
	3.11.10

	4.11.10
	Sheila Dafis
	The Scouts Hall and nearby residents’ garages in Castle Close, Creigiau are positioned in a very dark corner and extra street lighting would add to residents safety and also the safety of the users of the Scout Hall, which now also includes a regular youth club.  Could CCC look into this on our behalf please?
	4.11.10


	8.11.10
	Lindsay Davies
	Could CCC review the public footpath that is signposted from the top of Salem Terrace down towards the river?  Having made several assaults on this in recent weeks (and had to be hosed down on return home) either I'm missing a very obvious route or they need to re-define it and clear a visible pathway.  In addition, the double CCC footpath sign that sits at the edge of the woods opposite Old School cottages (ie at bottom of the School Lane hill just after the fork back to the river) is on the ground and needing to be replaced (it looks rotten) and re-erected.
	8.11.10

	15.11.10
	Sheila Dafis
	Good news:- A table tennis + pool table is available for the Youth Club from Creigiau School, remnants from a past youth club, and Andrea and Tom the two Youth workers will be arranging the delivery of these items soon.  P.C. Huw Thomas, (in plain clothes,) will be visiting the club regularly.  On Wednesday 10th November the youth club were making pancakes.
	For information

	15.11.10
	Lindsay Davies
	Could you please arrange a prompt repair to a large pothole that has formed around a drain cover on Main Road to the left (Travelling towards Gwaelod) opposite the entrance to Viaduct Road, Gwaelod-y-Garth Industrial Estate.  The road here is frequently flooded which makes the danger greater, as you only know it's there when your front wheel goes down it.  For cyclists this is a more serious matter.
	Email to C2C

	15.11.10
	Lindsay Davies
	Could you please ask whoever is appropriate to secure the removal of the graffiti that has arrived in the past week on the side of the bus shelter which sits on the main road between Riverglade and Viaduct Road (Cardiff direction)?
	Email to C2C

	15.11.10
	Lindsay Davies
	Whilst I am a strong supporter of Remembrance Day I do have concerns when, because there is no warning about the PCC service, huge traffic queues build up as far as the Radyr roundabout for reasons unknown to the people sat that far back.  This could be avoided and positive publicity gained for the service itself if the Police could please be asked, before next year's service, to commission road signs that could be placed up to a week in advance of the service at the bottom of Heol Goch and junction by Lewis Arms warning people that the road will be closed for a half hour e.g. "REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE. Please note that this road will be closed from 14.55 to 15.25 this Sunday".  This ought to minimise the inconvenience to the public and burden on the Police whilst encouraging empathy and even greater attendance at the service.
	Email to PC Thomas

	15.11.10
	Lindsay Davies
	Cllr Davies queried with reference to her Councillors report regarding the road closure signs, whether the PCC could have its own signs made.
	Clerk to enquire

	15.11.10
	Sandie Rosser
	A member of teaching staff at GYG Primary School is now outside the school at 3.15pm everyday to direct traffic and in an attempt to prevent parking problems.
	For information

	15.11.10
	Sandie Rosser
	The Ridgeway Walks plaque on Main Road just before the Gwaelod pub is broken.  The Perspex has been damaged and the map needs replacing.  A copy should be available from an old Link.  (The Chairman welcomed back Cllr Rosser following a recent illness.)
	Clerk to arrange

	15.11.10
	Mike Jones
	Cllr Jones advised the meeting of the existence of smart cards for use on buses following his attendance at an ‘Expo’ Coach event.  He advised the technology is there to benefit PCC bus users but Stagecoach had not yet introduced it.  
	For information

	15.11.10
	Gill Rees
	I would like the Clerk to pass on my thanks to CCC (Footpaths) for the excellent installation of new kissing gates on the footpath from Heol Pant y Gored to Heol y Parc.
	Clerk to arrange

	15.11.10
	Stuart Thomas
	I was impressed with the attendance at the Remembrance Day Service at the war memorial in Pentyrch on Sunday 14th November.  I was particularly impressed to see so many children present and I would like the Clerk to write and thank the headmaster of Pentyrch School as well as the brownies’ leader for the wreaths laid by their children.
	Clerk to arrange

	15.11.10
	Stuart Thomas
	Members will have noticed a handout along with their Supplementary Clerk’s report this evening.  These are the promised handouts I obtained from the Wales Standards Conference.  The Chairman was thanked by the meeting for his efforts.
	For information


There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.35 pm
Chair_____________________________________________

Date______________________________________________
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