Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held at 7.00 pm, 17th November 2008, at Gwaelod y Garth Primary School
PRESENT: -

Councillors: 

Penri Williams, Stewart McKay, Jim Prosser, Lindsay Davies, 




Mike Jones & Sheila Dafis  
APOLOGIES: -
Councillors:

Stuart Thomas, John Harrison, Sandie Rosser, Gill Rees, Sara 




Pickard & Eric Priday 





County Councillor Craig Williams (Pentyrch/Gwaelod)
127
Presentation from Dipti Judd regarding a youth club at the Pavilion, Creigiau
The Chairman welcomed the five persons in attendance to give the presentation and invited them to address the Council members present.  Claire Barnett spoke for the group introducing herself as the Community Education Officer for the PCC area and also Radyr & Morganstown.  She also introduced Dipti Judd a Creigiau resident; Zoe Jenkins, a part-time helper in a youth club; Chris, a part-time youth worker and Heather, her secretary.  She went on to talk about the need for a senior youth club in Creigiau and how the small room in the Creigiau pavilion, because of its close proximity to the skateboard park, was the preferred location.  They had spoken with CRAMC who were happy to rent the room for £6 per week provided it was staffed by professionals.  CCC would support the proposal provided access and egress were safe; however, the lack of lighting from the entrance to the recreation area to the pavilion and the skateboard park meant that CCC could not deem it safe. For the idea to proceed, it would be necessary for lighting to be installed.  
Dipti Judd went on to advise that they had enquired into the cost of lighting and had been quoted the following figures:

1. Solar lighting with excess being sold to the grid would cost £18,000 for 5 lights to the pavilion and further lights for the skateboard park.  
2. Solar lighting stand-alone would cost about £8,000.  The cost of this could reduce slightly if certain works were undertaken by volunteers.

She went on to advise that CRAMC seemed keen to assist and some of the sporting sections felt that lighting would assist their members as well as dog walkers in the winter months.  The decision they were asking the PCC to make was whether they could have permission to put the lights on PCC land.  She also confirmed that the Church Hall in Creigiau, despite hosting a junior youth club once a week, had neither the capacity nor the inclination to have a senior youth club there as well.

The Councillors discussed the issues between themselves and it was decided that, in principle, they were in agreement to allow the lighting on PCC land.  
128
Public Session

Kenneth Hughes of 11 Cefn Penuel, Pentyrch was present but declined to contribute when invited to by the Chairman, Cllr Williams.

129
Matters Arising from the Public Session.

There were no matters arising from the public session.
131
Police Matters.

There were no police officers present and the Clerk advised the meeting that he had received a report from PC Tebbutt (Pentyrch & Gwaelod y Garth) in relation to incidents in the Pentyrch & Gwaelod y Garth areas between 20th October and the 15th November 2008.  In that time there had been 46 occurrences, 13 recorded crimes and 7 arrests.  Among the crimes 3 x theft from vehicles, 2 x criminal damage (one to a vehicle), 4 x assaults and 2 arrests for possession of cannabis.  There were no figures available for Creigiau.  PC Tebbutt apologised for his non-attendance at the meeting which was due to his attendance on a training course.
Cllr Jones asked that the Police advise the Council when had been the last occasion that they undertook a  foot patrol in Pentyrch, between the hours of 2000 – 2330.  Clerk to arrange
Cllr Jones spoke about the reporting of HGVs illegally driving through Pentyrch and expressed dissatisfaction at the response of the Police.  The Clerk advised members of the information that the Police would need to have from a witness in order to prosecute offenders.

132
Minutes of the full Council meeting held on 20th October 2008
Cllr Prosser pointed out in the last paragraph of Paragraph 114 that he could not have proposed the motion as he had not been present.  A discussion ensued and the Clerk advised that, upon checking his notes, he had mistakenly put Prosser instead of Priday.  He apologised for the mistake.  Clerk to amend
Cllr Jones advised that under Paragraph 116, second paragraph from the top of Page 7, he would prefer the word ‘continue’ rather than ‘persevere’.  Clerk to amend
Cllr Jones asked that under Paragraph 117 after the last word to insert ‘for the time being’.  Clerk to amend
Cllr Jones and Cllr Williams got into a discussion over the word ‘resolution’ used in both paragraphs 116 and 117.  It was decided that the word ‘resolution’, in both the titles of the paragraphs and the ensuing text, would be changed to ‘motion’.  Clerk to amend
The remainder of the minutes were accepted as a true record and signed by Cllr Williams.  However, Cllr Jones wished it to be recorded that he could not agree that the minutes were accurate. 
133
Matters arising 
Paragraph 110.7
Cllr Jones wished to bring up an issue in relation to the Governors’ Report and was advised by the Clerk that it was already an item on the Clerk’s report.
Paragraph 114
Cllr Jones queried why the issue was being considered as Pentyrch Community Council when it had only ever referred to Pentyrch previously and he referred to minutes going back over three years.  Other Councillors disagreed with him and a discussion ensued.  The Clerk advised the meeting that his brief, arising out of the last meeting, was to contact Cllr Bowen, and advise him that the Community Council had voted to have a site meeting with County Cllrs Bowen and Williams and the CCC Traffic Officers to discuss the issues that remain unresolved in Pentyrch and Gwaelod y Garth.  The Clerk had asked that a list of possible dates, co-ordinated from the diaries of those involved, could be sent to him in order that they could be offered to PCC Councillors in an effort to get as many present at the site meetings as possible.  The issues that had been raised for Creigiau had already been taken on board by Cllr Bowen.
Paragraph 119

Cllr Davies wished to bring up two matters she had reported as Councillors Reports, as further investigations had revealed that her original report did not portray an accurate picture of the persons she had referred to and she felt it was necessary to put the record straight. As regards the last report at the bottom of Page 8, the complaints made to Councillor Davies and, it seems, Councillor Rosser, appear to be outdated and exaggerated. The complainants were apparently unaware that the only vehicle (a camper van) that has been parked on the GYG playing fields for some months does not belong to Mr Kelly but to a neighbour.  Cllr Davies would attempt to discover the owner of the camper van and seek its removal by the appropriate channels.  With regard to the first report at the top of Page 9, following further inspection, and a discussion with the CCC Dog Warden who had investigated the complaints received, it was felt that the complaints had been misdirected or directed unfairly, as the dog warden had concluded that Mr Kelly's dog was no more, indeed perhaps less, of a problem than several of his neighbours’.  Councillor Davies will not therefore be seeking 'witness statements' as required by the noise pollution officer unless further, consistent, complaints are received and problems witnessed.
134
Minutes of the Estates & Open Spaces Sub-committee meeting held on 3rd November 2008 
The minutes were accepted as a true record and signed.  
135
Matters Arising
The Clerk advised the meeting of the following:

1. He had not yet received a response from CRAMC regarding the ‘memorandum of understanding’.
2. He was in the process of finalising the grass cutting contract before putting it out to tender.

3. He had had a very positive meeting with Mike Thornborrow on Tuesday 11th November when they had examined the problems facing both of them and neither of which was of their making.  The Clerk described how the Railway Paths land between the Creigiau Recreation ground and The Terrace resembled the Florida everglades because of the illegally blocked pipe.  As a consequence, the western part of the recreation ground was also saturated.  Mr Thornborrow had had a meeting with the Environment Agency in an attempt to find a solution.  The path that had been constructed had also had a drainage pipe blocked and this had caused the water to flow over the path.  However the blockage had been cleared by Railway Paths Ltd and the water was now flowing away through the drainage pipe.  Mr Thornborrow had advised the Clerk that he was giving serious consideration to the PCC offer to take on the responsibility for the illegally constructed path.  There was a general discussion about the problems and Cllr McKay urged the Clerk to keep pressing the local authority for a solution.
136
The Proposed Financial Regulations deferred from the meeting of 20th October 2008

Cllr Penri Williams proposed that the draft Financial Regulations previously circulated be adopted.  He was seconded by Cllr Davies and the proposal was agreed by all members present. 

137
Forward Planning deferred from the meeting of 20th October 2008

The Clerk explained the Income and Expenditure, as demonstrated in the circulated figures, for the first six months of the financial year.  He pointed out that it was natural for a greater expenditure in the first half of the financial year as this was the period when many payments became due.  He also pointed out that there had been some unexpected expenditure as well and referred to the need for a new boiler at the offices at a cost of £2,293.37.  Cllr McKay queried whether it would be worth examining the insulation issues for the building to see if they could be improved.  The Clerk advised that the new boiler was a combi-boiler and hot water was only provided when required rather than heating a tank of water.  In addition, thermostatic valves had been put on all the radiators.  The Clerk went on to say that he would have the attic examined for insulation and, if necessary, increase the level of insulation.  Clerk to arrange
The Clerk told members that the next Forward Planning in the January meeting was important as it was at this meeting that the budget for the year was set and the precept calculated from the budget.  The Chairman added that it was the opportunity for Councillors to identify and reserve monies for specific projects.
138
Community Link
The Chairman, Cllr Williams, reminded members that the closing date for entries for the next Community Link was the next day, 18th November 2008. There was a general discussion about items that could be considered for the Link including the bus-time tables and issues relating to GYG mobile post office.  It was felt that there was insufficient time to publish the bus-time tables but that it should be a consideration for the Spring edition. 

139
Clerk’s Report
139.1
WAG Charter for consultation between Community Councils and County Councils
The Clerk advised the meeting that he and the Chairman would be attending a meeting at County Hall the following day at 4.30 pm.  He would report the outcome to the next meeting.
139.2 
Bench on Heol y Pentre, Pentyrch between Nos 47 & 49
The Clerk advised the meeting of the situation and it was agreed that the bench would be taken away by the Community Maintenance Officers and replaced in due course at PCC expense.  Clerk to arrange
139.3 
School Governors’ Report and Minutes
The Clerk explained what he had learned from CCC Governors’ Services. Cllr Jones stated that he would like to see copy of the Governors’ minutes from each of the schools in the PCC area.  This view was not shared by other Councillors.  The Chairman asked if Cllr Jones’ proposal was seconded but it was not.  The Chairman asked Councillors to vote on the matter anyway and the vote was one for and five against the proposal to obtain a copy of the Governors’ minutes from the schools in the PCC area. 
139.4
Sheep being killed on Garth Mountain.
The Clerk advised members of the situation and the Council agreed that bi-lingual signs should be produced warning dog-walkers of the need, by law, to keep dogs on a leash on the common land and also that dogs caught attacking livestock could be shot.  The Clerk also advised that he had written an article for the next Community Link highlighting the issue.  Clerk to arrange
139.5
Annual Audit
Councillors were advised of the receipt of the certified annual return of the accounts and that this had been put up in the Council noticeboards.  
139.6 & 8
Freedom of Information Act
The Clerk introduced this subject following two instances in the previous month of requests under the Freedom of Information Act.  He had sought legal advice from One Voice Wales over whether emails were disclosable under the FOI Act or whether they were confidential as they did not refer to Council decisions or policies.  The opinion received from the Solicitor, instructed by One Voice Wales, indicates that emails emanating from official email sources [e.g. cardiff.gov.uk] would be disclosable; but with private email addresses they could be disclosable, upon application, but there could also be an issue of a breach of the Data Protection Act 1998, if private email addresses are revealed without permission.  The Clerk went on to point out that, coincidentally, he had received a third communication in respect of the FOI from the Information Commissioner advising that a new template was available for all public sector organisations and it must be adopted by 1st January 2009.  The issue promoted a lively discussion with Cllr Jones stating that he, personally, had nothing to hide and felt that the Council should be open and honest in all its dealings.  It was counter-argued that emails had taken the place of telephone calls where ideas or thoughts were exchanged and that they were private.  Cllr Davies was particularly annoyed that it had been her email to other Councillors, in response to a letter, that had been shown/given/sent to somebody to whom it was not addressed.  She told the meeting that she felt that it showed a lack of respect and courtesy revealing personal thoughts from private emails without first seeking permission to do so.  The Clerk pointed out that instead of increasing the flow of information and ideas between Councillors, the disclosure of information in this way would actually reduce the amount of information available as people would just reduce the number of emails they sent and be more circumspect about to whom they address emails.  

The Clerk also pointed out that he had managed to secure the template from One Voice Wales in both English and Welsh and that he intended circulating it with the pre-read papers for the next meeting where the whole issue could be considered as an agenda item.  This was agreed.  Clerk to arrange
139.7
David Jenkins Heritage Initiative
The Clerk advised the meeting that the judging had taken place and that the Gwaelod y Garth Primary School entry had just beaten the entry from Creigiau Cricket Club.  The judges were very impressed with the standard of both entries.  Arrangements now needed to be made to present the School with the plaque and the prize.  Clerk to arrange
140
Schedule of Payments and Receipts
Payments of £8,389.34 and receipts of £830.64 were recorded for October 2008.
141
Planning Applications
There were 7 planning applications to consider:
a) 08/02280/W ~ No adverse comments
b) 08/02362/W ~ Councillors wanted to ensure that any lighting would not be a nuisance to residents.  They also wanted to ensure that safety issues in respect of entrance and exit to the site were fully detailed.  It was also noticed that it was referred to as a ‘bus depot’ rather than ‘bus parking’ and it was queried whether the planners could fix the number of vehicles commensurate with the plans. Clerk to arrange
c) 08/02369/W ~ The plans were retained by Cllr Davies who advised that she would consult with Cllr Rosser and report back to the Clerk with any issues that may be apparent.
d) 08/02378/W ~ No adverse comments

e) 08/02069/W ~ Councillors requested sight of the plans before deciding.  Clerk to arrange
f) 08/02451/W ~ No adverse comments

g) 08/02468/W ~ No adverse comments

142
Correspondence

The Clerk drew the members’ attention to the plans received from RCT in respect of the proposed Church Village bypass and also the letter received from RCT, answering the points raised by Cllr Thomas in a Councillors Report.
143
Councillors’ Reports
	Date
	Councillor
	Report
	Action Taken

	21.10.08
	Sandie Rosser
	The drain opposite the Drift Garage is clogged with leaves.
	Email to C2C 

	21.10.08
	Sandie Rosser
	The laurel bush, by the finger-post, at the junction of Main Road and Heol Goch needs to be trimmed back as visibility is poor when negotiating the turning.
	CMO advised for attention 

	21.10.08
	Sandie Rosser
	Some time ago I believe you contacted the Barrister dealing with the seat. Has enough time elapsed to enquire if there is any progress? If you think this is appropriate would you mind approaching him again.
	Email to Stephen Ham.  Reply received 28.10.08.

	22.10.08
	Gill Rees
	I have been approached by the owner of Perthi Bach, Berthlwyd, Pentyrch regarding overhanging trees which they claim belong to the PCC.  Could this be checked out?
	CMO advised to attend to

	22.10.08
	Gill Rees
	Ken Evans of 38 Maes y Sarn has contacted me regarding the dip in the road outside the PVH.  I know we’ve reported this recently.  Could we check up on the progress?
	Email to C2C

	29.10.08
	Sheila Dafis
	The hedge at 1 Parc y Coed is very well maintained but encroaching over the pavement to the extent that the road sign is buried in the hedge to a depth of some 18” – 20”,  although the hedge is neatly trimmed around the sign.  At the corner of Parc y Coed and Ffordd Dinefwr the encroaching hedge is now affecting the vision splay of cars exiting Parc y Coed.
	Clerk write to householder

	29.10.08
	Sheila Dafis
	The pavement to the north of Tesco’s, Heol Creigiau, and alongside the house known as Ty Mawr Melin, 3 Parc Castell y Mynach, was recently re-laid with new slabs but they have been damaged by heavy lorries and are now all broken and dangerous
	Email to C2C

	4.11.08
	Jim Prosser
	I have received a call from Mrs Hooper, 54 Parc y Coed, complaining about Creigiau Travel buses parking and blocking the access to the Creigiau Recreation Ground, specifically on Monday 3.11.08.  In addition she witnessed the Creigiau nursery (not sure which one) mini-bus, full of children, unable to gain access to the ground because of the way the coaches were parked.
	Clerk advised he would inform Creigiau Travel

	6.11.08
	Sheila Dafis
	I have been advised that the some slabs on the footpath between Parc y Felin and Parc Castell y Mynach have sunken and are dangerous.  They are at the right hand turn on the footpath alongside 44 Parc y Felin.
	Email to C2C

	6.11.08
	Sheila Dafis
	I noticed debris on Cardiff Road and I moved it to the grass verge.  It is a 6’ metal post about 2 inches in diameter.  Could it be removed to prevent damage to any grass cutter used at the site?  It is by lamppost No. 3.
	CMO advised and attending

	6.11.08
	Sheila Dafis
	I have noticed a sign is down together with debris and glass in the verge at the nasty corner on Heol Pant y Gored just below the entrance to where Cllr Rees lives.
	CMO advised and will investigate.

	6.11.08
	Sheila Dafis
	The road surface in front of Pant y Gored Farm, that is the slip road between the road from the Recreation Ground and the road to Pentyrch, is excessively worn and needs repairing.  
	Email to C2C

	6.11.08
	Sheila Dafis
	As you go down Heol Pant y Gored from Bronllwyn there is a warning notice on the lamppost on the right hand side which is wholly overgrown by vegetation and needs cutting back. 
	Email to C2C

	17.11.08
	Mike Jones
	The pot-holes along Heol y Pentre all the way from Penmaes to Church Road and also on Heol Goch near Cefn Bychan have been filled in such a shoddy manner that they will crumble and be as bad in a very short space of time.  CCC should be advised that the sub-contractors are not doing a proper job.
	 Clerk to arrange

	17.11.08
	Stewart McKay
	The road by Clos Darran Las near Tesco’s, in Creigiau is breaking up and is very dangerous.
	 Clerk to arrange

	17.11.08
	Sheila Dafis
	I would advise the Council that Cllr Prosser has recently suffered a family bereavement when his mother died and Cllr McKay has been awarded the MBE for services to the environment in south-east Wales. 
	Members commiserated with Cllr Prosser and congratulated Cllr McKay

	17.11.08
	Penri Williams
	I would like to thank the Vicar John Binny and Madeleine Webb for their help and assistance in ensuring the Remembrance Day service passed off well.
	 Clerk to arrange

	17.11.08
	Mike Jones
	The issue I have raised previously relating to the 200 bus service which departs within 5 minutes of the 136 bus service has not been resolved as the CCC bus service [136] does not need to change and the RCT Bus service [200] refuses to change unless they receive extra funding from RCT.
	For information


There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.05 pm
Chair_____________________________________________

Date______________________________________________
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