Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held at 7.00 pm, 16th June 2008, at The Pavilion, Creigiau Recreation Ground, Creigiau
PRESENT: -

Councillors: 
Penri Williams, Stuart Thomas, John Harrison, Sara Pickard, Eric Priday, 


Lindsay Davies, Sandie Rosser, Sheila Dafis, Jim Prosser & Mike Jones
 

APOLOGIES: - 
Councillors: 
Gill Rees & Stewart McKay
39
Police Matters
Neither PC Tebbutt (Pentyrch & Gwaelod) nor PC Steve Jones (Creigiau & St Fagans) was in attendance although an email had been received apologising for their absence and advising of crimes and occurrences in the area.  The Clerk read out the details to members as follows: 
Creigiau

There had been 7 incidents of youth annoyance and also a burglary at the care home at Capel Llanilltern.  There had been a theft at Tesco’s and also a robbery opposite.  The Clerk was aware of the robbery and advised members that 2 persons from Ely had been arrested following a robbery on two 14 year old boys walking home from a cricket practice.  PC Jones had further advised that the bridges were still waiting repainting to cover the graffiti.  Phase 1 of the new path had been completed.  Cllr Delme Bowen had had a meeting on the 11th June with the Highways Directorate with regard to on-going safety issues and a 2 year plan had been time-tabled.  The next PACT meeting would be at 7pm on 8th July at Creigiau Primary School.
Pentyrch 

There had been 4 incidents of youth annoyance.  A hang glider had crashed at the base of Garth Mountain.  There had been 2 incidents of criminal damage and a street warning for possession of cannabis.  There had been a theft of property from a garage.
Gwaelod y Garth
There had been 2 instances of youth annoyance and 1 incident of criminal damage.  There were continuing and on-going issues of parking on Heol Berry.

There followed an interchange between Cllr Jones and the Chairman with regard to the Agenda and the heading of Police Matters.  The discussion expanded and Members held differing views over what was, or could be, discussed under the heading ‘Police Matters’.  Cllr Jones read out a letter he had received from Inspector Brock in response to his letter to the Inspector.  Cllr Jones advised the meeting that residents were complaining to him that they did not see the Police and they were concerned about this. This was not a view universally shared and Cllr Davies advised that during the run-up to the election she had only encountered one person who was concerned about the perceived lack of police presence.  Cllr Rosser agreed stating that it was not an issue.  Cllr Thomas advised members that this had been an issue with the previous Council and that many letters of complaint had been sent to senior officers about Police presence in the area.  Nevertheless it had to be recognised that with the sort of crime levels, as reported by the Clerk, it was understandable that Police levels were lower in the PCC area, than they were in other less lawful areas of Cardiff.  Cllr Harrison advised that members of Pentyrch Neighbourhood Watch had complained about police visibility and that it was important to ‘keep an eye on the ball’ so that the issue remained high profile.
Cllr Williams brought the discussion to a close by pointing out that no specific proposals had been made and promising that the Council would indeed ‘keep their eye on the ball’ in relation to the issue of Police presence in the villages.
40
Public Session

There were no members of the public present.  

41
Matters Arising from the Public Session.

There were no matters arising

42
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 19th May 2008 
The minutes were accepted as a true record.  Cllr Rosser pointed out that paragraph 22(l) should reflect her interest to be the PCC representative on GYG School should Cllr Roberts stand down.  Clerk to alter
43
Matters arising 
The Clerk advised members of the following:


Paragraph 14
The Clerk had still to receive the Declaration of Office from Cllrs Canning & McKay.  He had that day been in contact with Peter Woodward at CCC (Electoral Services) to try to ensure that this would not cause a procedural problem, but, had not received a response prior to the meeting.


Paragraph 18
Cllr McKay has been in contact via email and has accepted the position.  CCC (Electoral Services) had been advised and were arranging to send Cllr McKay the necessary forms.


Paragraph 19
The WAG has confirmed that the Community Link is an acceptable paper in which to advertise the new Code of Conduct.  However there is a proviso within the Act that under section 51(7) where a relevant authority itself publishes a newspaper, the notice must be published in that newspaper plus at least one other newspaper circulating in the area.  To that end, the Clerk had arranged for publication in the Capital Times which, he has been assured, by the author of the statutory instrument in the Welsh Assembly Government, is a perfectly acceptable ‘other newspaper’


Paragraph 20
the Clerk advised members that he had not received any Declaration of Interests from Cllrs Canning, Dafis, Harrison, Jones, Prosser, Rosser and McKay.  He drew Councillor’s attention to the need to declare houses, land or property owned in the Council area, any affiliation to a Political party or membership of clubs or societies should also necessitate a signed declaration of interest.  If Members had any queries then they should contact the Clerk for advice.

Paragraph 24
The change of signatories mandate has now been completed and sent off.  However until notified by the Bank that all formalities have been completed the old mandate remained in force.

Paragraph 22
Cllr Jones felt that PCC School Governors should report on a quarterly basis to the Council in relation to matters and should also take issues from the PCC to the Governing Body.  Cllr Priday pointed out that nominated Councillors were not representatives of the PCC but were PCC nominated Governors.  Cllr Thomas agreed advising that appointment to a Governing Body was for a period of 4 years.  Cllr Jones sought that this point be clarified and the Clerk was asked to undertake this.  Clerk to arrange
44
Minutes of the full Council Meeting held on 19th May 2008
The minutes were accepted as a true record.  Cllr Jones pointed out that at Paragraph 32, (8.6) that he had referred to Traffic ‘management’ and not traffic ‘calming’.  Clerk to alter
45
Matters arising

Paragraph 29
The Clerk advised that a written resolution was not received from Cllr Jones in time to be considered at this meeting.  Cllr Jones stated that he felt that the Public Session and the Matters Arising should be amalgamated in order to create open dialogue with the public.  He felt that not to do so was old-fashioned.  This provoked a lively discussion with Cllr Priday illustrating how vigorous debate could degenerate into a slanging match.  He was happy that under the ‘Matters Arising’ Councillors should be able to refer back to members of the public to seek clarification, but felt that the division should remain. Cllr Thomas pointed out that the strict letter of the Local Government Act did not cater for a public session whatsoever.  In addition the public session used to be at the end of Council proceedings where members of the public then sat through all Council business and it was moved to the beginning of the agenda to facilitate those members of the public present.  He felt that it was important that members of the public could speak without interruption by a Councillor; as well as Councillors being able to speak without interruption by a member of the public.  
Cllr Harrison related his own experience as a member of the public and felt that the process was not fully explained.  Cllr Williams brought the discussion to a close by agreeing that consideration should be given to giving proper guidelines to any members of the public present.  He also stated that the PCC would review what it was doing and that a sub-committee had been formed to look at the Standing Orders.  He invited any comments on this process to be submitted in writing to the Clerk and that matters would not be changed at this juncture but considered in the sub-committee.  He stated that the sub-committee would bring the proposals back to the full Council for consideration hopefully by September or October.
Paragraph 38
Cllr Lindsay Davies told members that she had now been advised by RCT that the bridge over the Taff will be re-opening within the next 10 days.  The access from the bridge on the GYG side was now very overgrown and was in desperate need of cutting back.  She queried who was responsible and the Clerk advised her that it was CCC and that he would contact them on her behalf.  Clerk to arrange
46
Community Link
Cllr Williams advised members that the Community Link cost £2,000 per year net with some £740 printing costs per issue plus distribution costs offset by, approximately, £100 - £150 in advertising revenue.  Cllr Rosser asked how the Link was distributed and the Clerk advised her that in Pentyrch and Creigiau it was undertaken by St Catwg’s Church and the Scouts respectively who were paid for doing so.  However, in GYG it was undertaken by Caroline Morgan with her husband Peter Morgan.  Cllr Rosser felt that her efforts were deserving of praise and Cllr Williams agreed feeling that the gratitude of the PCC, for their efforts, should be recorded in the minutes.
Cllr Dafis suggested that a polite notice be included in the Link about the overgrowth of hedges over pavements.  The Clerk confirmed that he had already included a piece about this in his ‘Community Highlights’ and this was a follow-up to a previous mention of this particular problem.  The Chairman felt that it may be appropriate to find out the law on the matter and spell it out in the Link.  Clerk to arrange
Cllr Williams advised Councillors that he had received an introductory piece from Cllr Pickard and that any other Councillor was welcome to submit a similar introductory piece about themselves.  Cllr Thomas advised the Clerk of a new advert and also mentioned an item, carried over from the previous Council, regarding the partial printing of the Community Link in colour.  He suggested that this could be considered during ‘Forward Planning’ at the next meeting.  Clerk to arrange
Cllr Rosser advised the Clerk that she had sent some items by email to him for the Community Link and the Chairman advised members that any items for the Link should be with the Clerk by Wednesday 18th June.

47
Clerk’s Report
47.1 
Photocopying at Council Offices
The Clerk had circulated a letter received from Norma Procter on behalf of Community Action, GYG and it generated a lively discussion.  It was decided that the Council would not, at this time, revisit their decision which would stand, however, the Clerk was asked to respond to Mrs Procter advising her to apply to the PCC for a grant to try to off-set the sort of expenses they were incurring.  Clerk to arrange
47.2 
Pentyrch Medical Practice
The Clerk had circulated Dr Benedict’s letter and it was agreed that the PCC would support Dr Benedict’s position.  The Clerk was asked to confirm with Dr Benedict that his pharmacy would dispense prescriptions issued by other doctors and also to copy the support to the Parc Canol Surgery in Creigiau who are in a similar position.  Clerk to arrange
47.3
Independent Members of the South Wales Police Authority
Cllr Davies was given a leaflet for further consideration.
47.4
Dates of Meetings of Sub-Committees
The dates of the sub-committee meetings were agreed and the Clerk advised members that all sub-committee meetings would start at 7.00pm at the Council offices.  In addition it was decided that the first meeting of the Standing Order committee would be on Monday 23rd June 2008 at 7.00pm with Cllrs Williams, Thomas, Davies and Rees having being appointed to the committee. Clerk to arrange
47.5
Eisteddfod 2nd – 9th August 2008
Cllrs Jones, Prosser and Williams volunteered to help out with Cllr Prosser expressing a preference for working an afternoon.  Clerk to arrange
47.6
Grants
The only grant was from Pentyrch Village Hall and Cllr Priday declared an interest.  After a short discussion Cllr Rosser proposed that the PVH be awarded £150.  This was seconded by Cllr Harrison and agreed.  Clerk to arrange
47.7
Rest Centre, Pentyrch
The Clerk advised that he had received the new trustee deed and that the PCC was now the sole trustee for the Rest Centre.  The Clerk was asked to report to the next meeting as to our responsibilities, the condition of the building and what are the options for the future of the Rest Centre.  In addition, a Health & Safety inspection should be carried out and the public liability insurance should be made aware of the Council’s increased liability.  The matter should then be taken to the next Estates and Open Spaces Committee for further discussion.  Clerk to arrange
47.8
Sale of land at Dol y Felin

The Clerk advised members of the two estimates for costs and members agreed that Youngs would handle the conveyancing on behalf of the PCC.  Clerk to arrange
47.9
New Boiler at Council Offices
Councillors decided to accept the Quote B at £2,260.00p after hearing that all quotes were against the same specification.  Clerk to arrange
47.10
Traffic Calming in Pentyrch
The Clerk advised members of the letter received from CCC (Highways), which would be discussed in detail at Agenda Item 14.
47.11
Council Accounts 2007/2008
The Clerk advised members of the current situation.  Clerk to arrange
47.12
Guaranteed Investment Account

The Clerk explained the rationale behind the request and the proposals were agreed.  Cllrs Thomas and Williams signed the form.
48
Schedule of Payments and Receipts
Payments of £7,314.32 and receipts of £70.56 were recorded for May 2008.
49
Planning Applications
There were 8 planning applications to consider:
a) 08/01273/W ~ No adverse comments
b) 08/01279/W ~ No adverse comments
c) 08/01339/W ~ No adverse comments

d) 08/01350/W ~ Cllr Priday queried whether this required Conservation Area consent.  
e) 08/01356/W ~ No adverse comments
f) 08/01269/W ~ No adverse comments

g) 08/01353/W ~ No adverse comments

h) 08/01368/W ~ No adverse comments

50
Correspondence

The Chairman advised members that the list of correspondence, circulated by the Clerk with the pre-read papers, recorded all correspondence received since the last meeting that was not subject of either the Clerk’s report or an Agenda item.  

He then went on to invite Cllr Jones to explain the circulation by Cllr Jones of a leaflet relating to the ‘mosquito’ ultra-sonic teenage deterrent system.  Cllr Jones explained what he was trying to do in respect of the graffiti that was evident at the shops and the squash court.  The shops were complicated by the fact that the flats were controlled by CCC (Housing) whilst the shops were controlled by CCC (Strategic Services).  The presence of two ‘mosquitoes’ at the shops would disperse youths congregating there.  He went on to advise that he had been in touch with the probation service to utilise the adult and youth offenders on community service to clean up the graffiti, but this was still pending.  He felt that CCC were dragging their heels in respect of resolving the problem.  A ‘mosquito’ was £500 and two would be needed for the shops area.  For an additional £500 it could be linked to a mobile phone and only switched on when there was a gathering of youths.  He felt this was a cheap and effective way of dealing with the problem.  He proposed that the PCC agree to install the mosquito and then consult with people living and working around the High Corner shops area.
This provoked an extensive discussion with concerns being expressed by Councillors over the transference of the problem to other areas, the PCC not being the owners of the premises concerned, and the PCC not having the budget to purchase and install ‘mosquitoes’.  It was felt that the advice of the Police be sought as well as the advice and permission of the CCC.

Cllr Jones proposed that this Council asks CCC to install the ‘mosquitoes’ and he was seconded by Cllr Harrison.  Cllr Thomas counter-proposed that the PCC seek CCC opinion as to the County’s experience and stance as regard these devices.  In addition seek the opinion of the Police and, when the advice had been received, make an informed decision as to whether to pursue the installation of the ‘mosquitoes’.  This was seconded by Cllr Williams.  Cllr Jones’ proposal was voted on; 2 were in support and 8 opposed the proposal.  Cllr Thomas’ proposal was voted upon; 8 supported and 2 opposed the proposal.  The Clerk was asked to make the necessary enquiries.  Clerk to arrange
51
Councillor’s Reports
	Date
	Councillor
	Report
	Action Taken

	29.5.08
	Sheila Dafis
	The pavements in Parc y Coed, Creigiau are becoming overgrown with weeds and I query when CCC will be spraying weed killer to prevent further problems.
	Email to C2C 29.5.08

	10.6.08
	Sara Pickard
	Mrs Sylvia Parker of Penmaes, Pentyrch, is losing her sight but she still walks her dog around the village and plans her walks so that she and her dog can have regular sit down stops on the benches around the village.  She is finding it hard to locate the benches.  She asked if it could be possible to have a white strip attached to the top or the sides of the benches or having the white strips around the posts to show that there is a bench coming up.
	Explained by Cllr Pickard and agreed to ask Mrs Parker which benches used and CMO to mark with white line on the ground.

	16.6.08
	Eric Priday
	Following on from my attendance at the Fairmeadow Residents Association meeting I was asked if it was possible to have the fields cut for children to use in the summer holiday.
	CMO advised and will cut paths.  Contractors to be contacted.

	16.6.08
	Sara Pickard
	Is it possible to ask CCC if they can provide cycle lanes on Bronllwyn especially around the school.
	Clerk to arrange

	16.6.08
	Stuart Thomas
	The two sets of triple man-hole covers on Heol Pant y Gored were reported earlier and they have placed tarmac over the man-hole cover to restore the height of the road.  Is this just a temporary solution?
	Clerk to arrange

	16.6.08
	John Harrison
	I am concerned over the debris on the road and especially the branches sticking into the road from adjoining trees along Heol Goch.  Could CCC be asked to clear the Highway which will only get worse when the lorries start using the new tunnel and no longer come up Heol Goch.
	Clerk to arrange

	16.6.08
	Sheila Dafis
	Turning left from Heol Goch into Main Road, GYG, the grass on the corner needs cutting to aid the vision of people coming out of Main Road.  In addition the 30 mph sign on Heol Goch actually obstructs the vision of people trying to turn right from Main Road into Heol Goch or left along Main Road.
	Clerk to arrange

	16.6.08
	Mike Jones
	Cllr Jones queried what the circulation of the Minutes of the meetings was. He was advised they were in the post offices, on the web-site and available in the Council office.  He asked whether they could be put in the shops.  
	Clerk to write to the shops to ask if they would be prepared to have copies of minutes.

	16.6.08
	Mike Jones
	Queried the procedure regarding agenda items.
	The procedure was explained to him.

	16.6.08
	Sandie Rosser
	A litter bin on Garth Mountain is full of rocks and needs emptying.
	Cllr Rosser to find out location and advise Clerk

	16.6.08
	Sandie Rosser
	The Hedge needs cutting on Main Road by the zigzag path.
	Clerk to arrange

	16.6.08
	Sandie Rosser
	There is a pot-hole in the road on River Glade although I am unsure of its exact location at this time.
	Cllr Rosser to determine exact location and advise Clerk

	16.6.08
	Sandie Rosser
	There are vehicles parked illegally on Heol Berry Lane.
	Clerk advised Cllr Rosser that he had already reacted to complaints from resident and emailed CCC

	16.6.08
	Sandie Rosser
	Residents felt that the work being undertaken at Tynewydd was contrary to planning and the planning enforcement officer had attended to monitor the situation and had advised that what was being done was within the planning regulations.
	Information only

	16.6.08
	Lindsay Davies
	Who has responsibility to manage the central area of grass on the Banc yr Afon Estate?
	Clerk to arrange

	16.6.08
	Eric Priday
	Could CCC be asked for better signage at the bottom of Heol Goch relating to HGVs travelling up Heol Goch and then through the village in contravention of the 7.5 ton limit?  The HGVs that usually do this seem to be foreign lorries with drivers being directed by SatNav, although Minimix lorries are also guilty of doing so.  Could the Clerk write to Minimix in relation to their lorries?  
	Clerk to arrange

	16.6.08
	Eric Priday
	Could the Clerk suggest a suitable place for a memorial bench within Pentyrch?
	Clerk suggested another bench in Memorial Park

	16.6.08
	Jim Prosser
	County Cllr Delme Bowen has recently had a meeting with CCC officers regarding road safety issues in Creigiau.  Could the Clerk please obtain the outcome of the meeting?
	Clerk to arrange


The Clerk repeated his advice to members that Councillor’s Reports should, ideally, be sent to him, either by phone or email immediately they were brought to the attention of the Councillor concerned.   This allows the Clerk to deal with the issues in a timely and more efficient manner.  The report made by the Councillor would then be recorded and circulated with the pre-read papers before being incorporated into the minutes.

52
Request from Cllr Jones to review the Traffic Management Issues in Pentyrch 
Cllr Jones made clear that he was seeking a review on matters in addition to the Traffic Calming measures introduced 2 years ago.  He also wanted to include road maintenance and re-surfacing.  He felt that the review carried out had not been done properly and that the measures introduced were badly conceived.  He did not support the 20 mph limit all the time, although stressed that during the time children were arriving and leaving school he would support a 10 mph limit.  To extend this limit so that it applied throughout school holidays or at night was not relevant in Pentyrch.  He felt that if CCC had asked all the residents it may have succeeded.  He disagreed with vehicles being parked on the ‘humps’ and asked that the PCC ask of CCC to review the whole position.  
Cllr Williams felt that the letter received by the Clerk from CCC, in response to concerns raised by the old Council, was not helpful and he felt that there should be better dialogue between CCC and the PCC.  Cllr Harrison considered the response from CCC to be ‘a joke’ and that the PCC should respond to their responses.  He was extremely concerned about large vehicles along Bronllwyn that were coming too close to the kerb and putting the lives and safety of children at risk as the pavement is very restrictive.  The discussion that ensued considered arranging a public meeting and inviting the CCC officers to attend and explain their rationale.  However it was agreed that, in the first instance, Chris Vinestock would be invited to attend the next meeting of the Council to explain the County’s position.  Clerk to arrange
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.45 pm
Chair_____________________________________________
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