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Winter Cometh
And with it comes fewer daylight
hours. A house in darkness with no
vehicle on the drive or at the front of
the house is a good indication that
no one is at home. Whilst a good
burglar alarm is a sound investment
(not to mention helpful in negotiating
a discount on house insurance
premiums), timer lights set to come
on at varying times are a very good
deterrent. They are cheap to
purchase and take just moments to
set. You can now also buy lights
which imitate the lighting and
different colours which emanate from
our TV’s. All these devices are really
worthwhile.
A strong, tall and padlocked gate
preventing access to the back of
yo ur hom e is an excell ent
precaution. No burglar wants to
spend time having to climb over
walls or gates when they can gain
easy access elsewhere. Coming
home to find it has been ransacked
and your prized, irreplaceable
possessions stolen can be
devastating and a feeling that you
never forget yet it is amazing how
complacen t we become about
security.

Pentyrch Neighbourhood Watch

New Faces
Continual cuts to Police budgets by
the Government in Westminster
means there is a greater onus on us
all to do more in looking after our
own safety and possessions. Whilst
PNW continually strives to work in
partnership with the Police in
alerting them to issues affecting the
village and conversely, alerting
villagers to crime we are advised
upon by the Police, we have varying
levels of success.
For some time PNW has struggled
to engage villagers in achieving our
goal of having every street in the
village represented at meetings so
we were heartened to see several
new faces at our recent Annual
General Meeting and, even more so
to see them again at a subsequent
meeting. It made the many hours
spent delivering our last newsletter
to every house in Pentyrch
worthwhile. Like every voluntary
organisation, success depends very
much on people being prepared to
give up a little of their time, in our
case just a notional hour each
month. We still have some way to go
in achieving our objective but we
have made a start.

Bogus Callers
We have also recently had reports of
villagers receiving visits from people
claiming to be ‘Council Officials’.
Claims of being a ‘Social Worker’
are made to then try and gain entry
to discuss some fictitious complaint.
These callers may often have what
appears to be a genuine identity
card. We would urge anyone who
receives an unexpected knock on
the door to not only have a security
chain on their door but also to tell
the caller to wait on the doorstep
whilst you close the door and call
the body they claim to represent to
check out if they are indeed
genuine. Where the caller is who
they claim to be they will not mind
waiting whilst you do this.
It is regrettable that we have to go to
all the lengths referred to above but
this is the way of the world these
days. We are often too trusting,
seeking a bargain or just plain tired
after a day’s work making us that bit
more relaxed and open to being
conned.
We can help each other by being a
good neighbour and looking out for
those who live alone or are at risk
for other reasons.

Door Traders
Recently there has been an increase
in traders knocking on our doors
offering one service or another at a
price designed to persuade us to
part with our cash. Frequently the
lure of what seems to be a real
bargain detracts us from checking
out the legitimacy of the trader. We
are especially vulnerable when we
do not have the knowledge to know
what represents a good job or one
that comes back to haunt us at a
later date when the trader has
disappeared off the radar. The latter
leaves us with a lot of inconvenience
not to mention extra cost to rectify
the problem. Then the job is no
longer the bargain we thought it
was. Sometimes the cost can run
into many hundreds or even
thousands of pounds.
A little time spent on google can
often give you an insight on the
trader. The website for Companies
House in Cardiff can tell you if they
are a registered limited company,
who are the real owners and how
long they have been trading. Whilst
this is no guarantee of anything the
information can enable you to
google the traders name to see if
there are any bad reports about
them. The media is often very good
at producing clips on rogue traders
and these reports/interviews are
easily googled. One member of
PNW did all this recently and
avoided engaging someone who
proved to be a very unsavoury
person.

Village Wide Meetings
Those with long memories will recall
that PNW used to organise village
wide meetings twice a year covering
a wide variety of topics. Guest
speakers from various specialisms
including drugs, security and how
Magistrates deal with crime all
proved to be very informative. We
are now hoping to resurrect these
meetings and are looking for topics
which will be of interest to villagers.
Our first meeting will hopefully be in
relation to the internet and its
dangers particularly for minors and
the more vulnerable amongst us. As
someone who had his computer
hacked into I can tell you that it is so
easy for this to happen without you
knowing. The Police are powerless
in these situations leaving offences
to Action Fraud which is a national
fraud and cyber crime reporting
centre. You can find them on
Facebook, Twitter and the internet.
If you have any thoughts on topics
which you think would be of interest
please let us know. Better still if you
can put us in touch with a potential
knowledgeable speaker that would
be wonderful.

Future PNW Meetings
Hopefully the above has stimulated
your interest in Neighbourhood
Watch perhaps to the extent that
you might want to come along to any
of our meetings. If this is the case I
can assure you of a warm welcome.
We meet on the second Wednesday
of every month (except August) at
7.0pm in the Community Council
Office in Pentyrch. The meetings are
open to all villagers. We do not
oper ate close d meeti ngs so
everyone is free to contribute at any
time and your input would be
appreciated. It is also a good excuse
to nip into the local for a swift one
before returning home after the
meeting.
You can also always find us on
Facebook.
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CANTORION CREIGIAU
Cantorion Creigiau finished last
season with a flourish at Pontyclun
Athletic Club where a large audience
was entertained by the choir's usual
mixture of choral singing,solos and
comic items.
During the early Autumn, we have
been practising new pieces ready for
concerts in November and
December. New members have
been welcomed in all sections and
are settling in well.
On December 3rd, we hold our 45th
anniversary dinner at De Courcey's
and in March, further celebrate this
occasion with a tour to Amsterdam
where we shall join in song with
twelve other choirs from all over
Europe.
By the time this is published, the
choir will have performed at Creigiau
Golf Club in aid of Pots and Ehlers
Danlos Syndrome, but we welcome

Yoga
Gwaelod-y-Garth Village Hall

Yoga for all ages and ability. Classes focus on releasing
unwanted stress/tension and improving strength, balance

and flexibility.

Thursdays 6.15pm -7.15pm (Beginners)
7.30pm - 8.30pm (Mixed Ability)

5th November - 17th December 2015 (7 weeks/ £42)
7th January - 11th February 2016 (6 Weeks/ £36)

Contact Johanna on 07515028072 or
jo@johannapaxton.com

Booking essential as places limited.

AVOIDING SCAMS
ADVICE FROM CREIGIAU

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
It is well known that those of us get-
ting a bit long in the tooth are often
seen as fair game by the scammers
of this world. Here are a few pieces
of advice to make sure you don’t
become one of their victims:
Never arrange for work to be done

by someone who happens to pass
and ‘notice’ you need work doing;
always make your own arrange-
ments for work to be done at your
home.

Never pay fully for work ‘up front’.
At most, give an agreed deposit
after you’ve had a written quota-
tion, and don’t pay in full until work
is finished and you are happy with
it.

No one should ever ask you for
your bank PIN number, not even
the bank. If they do, it’s a scam.

Before you answer your door,
make sure all other doors and
easily accessible windows are
locked; someone may keep you
talking whi le an accomplice
breaks into your home.

Take your time to make any deci-
sion which involves spending a
large amount of money. If some-
one tries to rush you, smell a rat!

Beware of dealing with any com-
pany which doesn’t give you a
postal address and a landline
phone number. Only having a mo-
bile number, beginning ‘07’, is a
bad sign.

Check out companies’ credentials
on the Internet, or get someone
else to do it for you, before deal-
ing with them.

Creigiau Neighbourhood Watch
creigiaunw@googlemail.comA new estate agency starts in Pentyrch & Creigiau.

Move2here.co.uk are a new, vibrant, local online estate
agent based in Pentyrch. Focusing on providing excellent
service to Pentyrch, Creigiau and surrounding areas, we
aim to expand rapidly with a dynamic, fresh and
affordable approach to property sales and rentals.
Move2here.co.uk combine the very latest technology and
marketing strategies with extensive use of social media to
offer a full range of highly professional property services.
As an online estate agent, our innovative free video tours,
of your most valued asset, bring a new modern vibrant
approach to property sales. We are available 24/7 to
provide you with the best service possible, and will keep
you informed on a regular basis of all the interest in your
property.
Our directors, Berian & Gwyn are residents of the area,
with a wealth of local knowledge, offering the best
possible service. Berian has lived in both Pentyrch and
Creigiau all his life, and Gwyn moved to Pentyrch nearly
10 years ago. Both now in their early forties they have
noticed an opportunity to promote the area with the
enthusiasm and fervour that only living in the area brings.

you to our other local concerts
including the annual Carol Concert
in Creigiau Church Hall on Sunday
20th December at 6.30pm. ( No
tickets; there will be a bucket
collection in aid of a children's
charity). If you are looking for a
Christmas present with a local flavour,
the choir CD can be purchased at
concerts or from Barbara Rodd
barbara.rodd@btinternet.com .
Other concerts will be-
Saturday 12th December at Sully
Church Hall.
Thursday 21st January 2016 at
Penarth Bowls Club.
Tickets for all except The Mansion
House are available from choir
members.
If you would like to join the choir, just
turn up on any Sunday evening at
7.30pm in Creigiau Primary School.
We look forward to seeing you!
Julia Winkler ( Chairman)



16

Flowers and Tea - A Winner! Garth Gardeners

Another successful open garden event at The Old Post
Office in Gwaelod y Garth was held on the first full
weekend of June. By the close of day on Sunday over
333 paying visitors had visited the garden.
Luckily the rain cleared and the sun shone allowing
everyone time to enjoy and explore the various noms and
crannies in this hillside garden. Visitors also spent time
catching up with friends over a cup of tea served with
various home made cakes, created and served by the
band of volunteers.
At the final count we managed to raise £1335 for the
charities supported by the National Garden Scheme.
A big thank you to everyone who came but especially the
hard working team who worked often behind the scenes
making sure everyone had a lovely time.
The next event in the village will be the now annual craft
fair.
This will be in the village hall on the weekend of the 14-
15th November.
The event will host art and craft work made by local
residents with the priority given first to Gwaelod artists.If
you are interested in booking a table please contact
Christine Myant (Christine.Myant@gmail.com)

As another summer comes to an end it's hard to believe
we have now entered our fifth season with membership
continuing to grow apace. Our meetings run from
September to May and our varied programme includes
guest speakers, socials and growing challenges.
Speakers so far this autumn have been Bob Brown, the
renowned nurseryman and garden writer and Joseph
Atkin, Aberglasney's head gardener. In November we
welcome Richard Cain to talk about plant hunters
followed by our Christmas social in December with Linda
Coombes to entertainment us.
We have also enjoyed numerous trips this year having
visited Welford Park, Malvern, Hidcote and RHS Wisley.
Planning for next year's programme is well under way
including a three day tour of Dorset next June.
New members and visitors are always welcome. We
meet at Pentyrch Village Hall, doors open at 7.15 pm. We
would love to see you. For more information, please
contact us. Bill Rodd (Chairman) Tel: 029 2089 1584
web site: https://garthgardeners.wordpress.com/
email: garthgardeners@btinternet.com

RHS Wisley in September

M a e c o f n o d i o n
c y f a r f o d yd d C yn g o r
Cymuned Pentyrch yn
ogystal ag ôl-rifynnau o
Cwlwm Bro ar gael ar
wefan y Cyngor.

Minutes of meetings of
Pe nt yr ch Co mm un it y
Council as well as back-
numbers of Community
Link are available on the
Council’s website.

www.pentyrch.cc


