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A postcard view of Pentyrch

Golygyddol/Editorial (Inside... _—

Local Government Restructure

Spring is in the air and with it has seen the fulfilment of one of Pentyrch Art Group

the Community Council’'s many schemes to improve the Our Village Hall 2

environment of our villages. Hopefully you will have noticed the Forgotten Heritage

many hundreds of daffodils planted by the Community Council at Pentyrch Bowls 3

the Ynys roundabout and at the entrance to the three villages. Community Watch

Spring also saw the coming of the General Election. Now that it is ) ,

behind us, we face the prospect of a reorganisation of local Dage: ians Bast Prieng :

government and the possible redefinition of our boundaries. But Beechwood Magic 5

wherever the boundaries are drawn, the daffodils will continue to Community Highlights

bloom. Planning 6/7
First builders of Criegiau 8

O'r diwedd mae'r gwanwyn wedi cyrraedd ac yn ei sgil fe Our Garden

wireddwyd un o gynlluniau y Cyngor Cymuned i wella Town Twinning 9

amgylchfyd ein pentrefi. Gobeithiwn eich bod wedi sylwi ar y Best Kept Village

cannoedd o gennin Pedr a blannwyd gan y Cyngor ar gylchfan yr Pentyrch Angling

Ynys ac ar gyrrion y tri pentref. Gwelwyd hefyd ddyfodiad yr Pentyrch Ladies 10

Etholiad Cyffredinol a 'nawr' 'rydym yn wynebu adrefniant The Harp

llywodraeth leol ac o bosib newid ffiniau. Ond beth bynnag fydd Pentyrch Arts Group

canlyniad yr adrefniant hwn bydd y cennin Pedr yma o hyd. A Duty of Care "

kChildrens Page 12J




LOCAL GOVERNMENT RESTRUCTURE BB yo\¥n'e:{e;

On the 3rd March 1992 the Secretary of State for Wales, David Hunt, announced proposals for
fundamental changes to Welsh local government. In plans , described as bold, challenging and
realistic, Mr Hunt proposed to replace the present 8 county councils and 37 district councils by
23 unitary authorities, responsible for nearly all local government services.

Mr Hunt's plans are designed to:

Local Government: The Way Aneac - 23 Untary Authanbes

ART GROUP

* bring back local government to local communities;

* establish new all-purpose councils for the major

centres of population;

* remove one tier bureaucrary in local government

producing greater administrative efficiency;

* ensure better co-ordination in the provision of local

services;

¥ by simplifving the system, enhance public
understanding of local government, and local

government’s accountability to the public.

In South Wales, it is proposed to replace the 4 county
councils and 17 district councils in West, Mid and South
Glamorgan and Gwent, with 9 or 10 authorities.

Mid and South Glamorgan, new authorities are proposed

for Rhondda, Cynon Valley and Cardiff; further views will be invited on how far these new
authorities should extend into Taff Ely which will disappear completely after just 20 years of

existance.

It is likely that Pentyrch Community Council area will be swallowed up by a new Cardiff City
Council and, as with Lisvane, Tongwynlais and Radyr, we will lose our unusual "Valley’ identity

and become just another suburb.

Do we really want this? Please let your Community Councillors know your views on this
important subject, or write to the Editor of the Link. The Community Council should reflect local
opinion and will be asked to comment on proposals in due course.

Pentyrch Art Group continues to
flourish. We now have 17 members,
and have had a very enjoyable
Autumn Term. We look forward to
an equally enjoyable Spring and
Summer Term.

During the last term and a half we
had some very interesting
demonstrations from local artists.
These included Vernon Hill, Roy
Carter, Rob Parslow, Arnold Lowry,
Sue McDonagh, Betsy Llewelyn,
and Jill Stacey. We are also very
fortunate in having an oil painting
demonstration by Len Beard, Roy
Carter (of the South Wales Art
Society) has made a second visit to
us, and Sue McDonagh is returning
in April to demonstrate in pastels.
All the demonstrations were well
attended and thoroughly enjoyable.

Meetings are held at Pentyrch
Primary School, on Monday
evenings, between 7.30 and
9.30pm. The membership fee is
£10 per term.

We always welcome any new
members, why not come along and
join us?

For further information contact:
Anne Peebles (890279) or Glenys
Mullins (891241)

Early in 1967 it was decided by The Village
Hall Committee that the MAYCRETE HUT
built as a rest centre in the war years would
have to go. It has been the social heart of the
village and many different events were held
there - whist drives, drama and dances - but
the concrete floor was now past its best. the
overhead gas heating was antiquated and it
was suspected that there were rats under the
stage.

Fund raising for the building of a new hall
started immediately. A weekly house
collection was organised, with a band of
enthusiasts who were all allocated streets in
the village, and people gave generously.
Draws were held on the Grand National and
Derby and car parties visited surrounding
villages selling tickets, after which they
adjourned for a sociable drink in the pub.
Ideas abounded of which one of the most
successful was the rule of pennies (or any
other coins) which started at Salem Chapel
and wound its way down the Garth Hill.
Dances in the hall were many and varied and
very well attended and the first carnival was
an outstanding success with most of the
village in fancy dress either on the decorated
floats or walking with collection tins. Great

support was given to the committee by Cor ‘

Meibion Pontypridd who gave several
concerts free of charge in Bethlehem Chapel
to boost funds. We even managed to sell the
old Maycrete hut, which was dismantled by
the buyer who, unfortunately, as we heard
later was never able to put it together again!!

At last the time came for positive action. In
1971 permission was given by the Welsh

Education Officer for a new hall to be built on |

the site of the old hut. Many builders were
contacted and many types of hall examined
but it was finally decided that a pre-fabricated
building was the best that could be afforded.
An agreement was signed in March 1971 and

building started immediately. The hall was
completed in November 1971 and a
triumphant opening night was held on 10th
December 1971, with Mrs Nest Jeremy
performing the opening ceremony, many
distinguished guests present and Cor
Meibion Pontypridd providing entertainment.
The village owes thanks to the Welsh
Education Office, the old Cardiff Rural
District Council and the Joseph Frazier Trust,
which gave grants towards the building, but
greatest praise of all must go to the efforts of
villagers who supported the Committee every
step of the way.




OUR FORGOTTEN

In the days before modern refuse
collection, people living in isolated
communities such as our own, had to
dispose of their rubbish wherever they
could. The most common practice was to
dump around the edge of the garden or in
nearby woodland or wasteground. Earlier
inhabitants of Gwaelod were no exception
and today these dumps are of

great interest.

They are mostly made up of ash

and cinders, with a great deal of
broken glass and crockery and
occasional complete items such as
bottles, earthenware pots and clay

pipe bowls.

I have been excavating some of

the dumps around our village for
several years and recovered

many interesting items. Glass
bottles are the most common
objects to be found, some
marvellously embossed, others full of gas
bubbles and stretch marks, and all hand-
made, unlike todays mass produced
containers

Sauce bottles are quite common,
especially Lea and Perrins' and Daddies’,
and a few sheared lip types have been
found which would have been stopped
with a cork, unlike modern screw-on tops.
Less common are the familiar brown-
coloured 'Bovril' bottles; only two
complete examples have been found so
far. Coffee was a favourite beverage
during Victorian times and several 'Camp
Coffee' bottles have been recovered,
including one with a Sheared Lip.

Among the beer bottles is a green
'Applied Lip' embossed with the words
"Pontypridd United Breweries" around an
impression of the Old Bridge. Several
'soft' drink bottles have been found too,
including a complete 'Codd's' bottle,
which was a little unusual as children used
to smash them to extract the glass marble

stopper. This bottle is embossed "Thomas
and Evans, Porth", a famous Welsh
company indeed. A number of bottles
from now defunct Cardiff companys,
include Harding and Co, Cresswells

| Brewery, Northern Bottling Co and
Chivers have also been found.

| Medicine bottles have been unearthed,
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particularly those embossed "Syrup of
Wid Cherry” and "California Fig Syrup"
Contents of bottles are fairly obvious, but
those embossed A.].White, Lewis Drops,
Bis-Mag and (my favourite) Fellows Syrup
of Hypophosphites are less so. Whatever
the contents, it is unlikely they fulfilled the
grandiose claims made by the producers.
Having said that, it is worth noting here
that many medicines of that period
contained, among other things, Alcohol or
Opium, which would have temporarily
eased the pain of Victorian sufferers
Other interesting bottles from these
dumps include furniture polish, gum a
sheared lip ink with a groove on either
side shoulder for resting a pen and a little
Flared Lip phial, which would have been
used for measuring the dosage of
medicines.

In the next issue of Community Link I shall
be looking at Clay Pipe bowls and
earthenware pots

’ Alan Lock, 1992.

|

LIPS

Another feature of old bottles are different types of Lip. The earliest types had a
sharp jagged edge known as a Sheared Lip. This was produced when the blown
bottle was twisted and snapped from the blowpipe. Another type is the Flared Lip.
This was achieved when the reheated and softened neck was pressed against a
solid surface which caused the lip to flare upwards. The Rolled Lip is another type.
This was produced by pressing and rolling the reheated neck against a solid
surface. In the Applied Lip a blob of molten glass was placed around the Sheared

Lip to produce a smooth finish.
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SOME TYPES CP LIP,
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The diagram below shows the
dimensions of one site, excavated in 1988,
south of Mountain Road. After several test
digs, a small dump was found in the north
corner of the garden, behind a
demolished loo. Items recovered from
here include bottles, jars and earthenware
pots.

In the ruin, outlines of rooms, doorways
and windows can be seen, along with the
fine, curved stairwell and large, open
fireplace. The thickness of the solid walls
varies between 18"-21"
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PENTYRCH

BOWLS CLUB

The game of Bowls has a very long history with the first
recorded mention in the 12th Century. Bowls in fact was
specifically banned by King Heary VIII because the game
was so popular and associated with the disolute and
gamesters, probably because it was played at Ale houses for
money. In keeping with those times however, the King had
several greens constructed for his own use at Whitehall
Palace. By the end of the 16th Century Bowls had become
popular and legal again, although Sir Walter Raleigh may
not actually have finished his game on Plymouth Hoe before
the Amada in 1588

Although the Scottish Kirk had banned Sunday Bowls in
1595, bowling Clubs were established in Glasgow i 1750,
and Peebles in 1775, both of which bow to Newcastle on
Tyne in 1657.

It took a long time for bowls to become a nationally
formulated game with Scotland taking the lead by producing
a Code of Play i 1850. The Welsh Bowling Association was
formed in 1904,

PENTYRCH BOWLING CLUB was formed in 1982 with
the intention of creating a Green in Pentyrch and this we
have managed to do after many, many hours of blood, sweat
and tears. The Green was officially opened by Dr. Kim
Howells M.P. in June 1991 and we are at last enjoying the
fruits of our labour. The Club is at Parc y Dwrlwyn. in
Pentyrch next to the Pentyrch Rugby Club off Penuel Road.
There are Club Night open to all on MONDAY and
THURSDAY starting at around 7.00 pm and equipment to
play can be made available to anybody who wishes. The
present membership varies from 12 1o 80 years of age and at
all levels of skill. It can truly be said that anybody and
everybody can play Bowls if they can lift a Wood.
PENTYRCH BOWLING CLUB has recently joined the
Private Greens Association and this coming season will have
a full and varied program of League and Friendly fixtures,
together with an end of season tour.

If you would like to join us in PENTYRCH BOWLING
CLUB in the coming season starting on MAY [st then either
tum up at a Club Night or contact one of the people listed
below.

We look forward to welcoming you.

Mr M. K. Morgan Pentyrch 891430
Mr C. Jackson Pentyrch 890110
Mr D. Ruff Pentyrch 891254






