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OUR AIM.

We as a Community Council wish to welcome you to
enjoy this our new venture. This has been discussed by us
for the last two years so as to ensure that you get a
publication worth keeping.

Political affiliations mean nothing in Community
Council discussions as each councillor follows the dict-
ates of concience and the need of the community as a
whole. Sometimes the needs of an individual warrants our
co-operation, but at other times the greater good has to
take precedence over the lesser, and in this we cannot
please everyone, although by nature we would like to do

S0.

As councillors we have differing backgrounds, inter-
ests and abilities and this is as it should be, as each
individual contributes his or her talents and time to
give a valuable free service. Although we are the bottom
tier of government we have more power than the old Parish
Council but this is only delegated power, given by you,
to us to act for you. We therefore need your co-operation
and to get this we want to keep you informed.

This publication is to give you an insight into our
local past, a knowledge of your locality and its present
events, what is due to happen and what is being consider-
ed, It is our desire to serve you and we welcome you to
attend our meetings, and if you so wish, to participate
in the public session. If this is not possible then look

at our Minutes which are available at Post Offices in the
Parish,

We would value your co-operation, we would respect
even your criticism, but please do not ignore us.

March.

It is proposed to publish the Link in September and

G.Derbyshire, Ffygis House, Main Rd.,
Gwaelod-y-Garth.
Tel: Taffs Well 810596.

C.Griffiths, 7 Salem Terrace, Gwaelod-y-
Garth.

Mrs., N.Jeremy, Ty Newydd, Gwaelod-y-
Garth.
Tel. Taffs Well 810213,

R.Williams, 14 Heol-y-Nant, Gwaelod-y-
Garth.

Mrs. V.M.Davies, Llwyndaddu Farm, 0ld
Village, Pentyrch.
Tel: Pentyrch 890220.

Norman Follis, 'Woodford', Heol-y-Pentre,
Pentyrch.
Tel. Pentyrch 890247,

W.G.Lamerton, 8 Field Terrace, Pentyrch.
Tel: Pentyrch 880512,

C.J.Perrett, 16 Penuel Road, Pentyrch.

Evan D. Rees, 39 Heol-y-Pentre, Pentyrch.
Tel. Pentyrch 890163.

Clerk to the
Council:

Mrs. M.Patmore, 6 Nant-y-Garth, Gwaelod-y
-Garth.
Tel: Taffs Well 810485..

As the appointed editor I would welcome contribut-

ions.

COMMUNITY COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS.

S.K.GILL. 1.

Chairman of the Community Council.

PENTYRCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL.

MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL. 2.

Chairman: Councillor S.K.Gill, Primrose Cottage,

Field Terrace, Pentrych.
Tel: Pentyrch 890514.

Vice-Chairman: Councillor Mrs. C. Saunders. 'Hazel-

hurst', Cardiff Rd., Creigiau.
Tel. Pentyrch 890250.
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Councillors: E. Owen Davies, 'Woodfield', Cardiff Rd.

Georgetown, Creigiau.
Tel. Pentyrch 890596.

G.T.Roberts, 2 Parc-y-Fro, Creigiau,
Tel. Pentyrch 890622,

W.B.Ashton. 72 Heol Barry, Gwaelod-y-
Garth. 3.

G.C.Davies, 32 Garth Olwg, Gwaelod-y-
Garth.
Tel: Taffs Well 810074.

Creigiau Sewerage.

The Council has been pressing for many years for the
introduction of a new sewerage scheme for Creigiau
and has consistently opposed any further development
in Creigiau until such a scheme was introduced. The
scheme has now been prepared and is going out to
tender.

Steetley heavy lorries.

The Council did not support the Pentyrch residents'
petition to ban lorries over three tons weight from
Bronllwyn, Pentyrch as members felt that this action
would throw a further load on to the already over-
loaded Pentyrch Hill and increase the danger at the
junction at the bottom of the hill, the main access
to the village of Gwaelod-y-garth., It has, instead,
continued to press for the construction of a new
access road from the Steetley works.

The Quarry manager, at the request of the Council,
has restricted heavy lorries from leaving the works
during the time that children are arriving at and
leaving the Pentyrch Primary School.

Communications in Pentyrch.

The Council has urged restriction on further devel-
opment in Pentyrch until communications have been
improved and has continued to press for such improve



-ment, including the widening of Bronllwyn and Heol-
y-Pentre. It has requested and been granted a site
meeting to discuss the problems of the 0Old Bakery
and High Corner sites as action on these sites is
considered a matter of urgency.

4. Allotments.

Several avenues are being explored in an attempt to
meet the demand for allotments in Creigiau, Pentyrch
and Gwaelod-y-Garth. A lease of British Railways
land in Creigiau has been signed and some allotments
have already been made available. It is hoped that
more land will become available in the near future.

5. Public Footpaths.

It is intended to reintroduce the practice of 'walk-
ing the bounds' during this summer and it is hoped
that members of the public will join Council members
when notified that this is taking place. Any obstru-
tion or blocking of public footpaths should be re-
ported to Council members.

MINDING ONE'S OWN BUSINESS
W.J.GEORGE (Clerk to the Council 1952-76)

To keep one's counsel and to mind one's own business
could be regarded as a virtue, Everyone believes that if
other people would mind their own business that the world
would be a better place to live in.

The man in the corner shop must mind his own business
if he wishes to succeed. He must project an image accept-
able to the public. His business must be well stocked to
meet the needs of his clients. His presentation and
manner efficient and agreeable.

We all flatter ourselves that we mind our own busi-
ness. But do we? Every person should ask: What interest
do I take in local affairs? When did I vote in Council
elections? When, in fact, did I look after my own
business?

Voting for councillors is your own business. Not to
partake in elections, is to neglect your own business and
thereby leaving responsibility to others.

The existence of Councils administering the functions
of local government has been described as the difference
between slavery and civilization. Without the control
which local government exercises, we would have to resort
to tribal customs.

Local government performs a variety of services too
numerous to enumerate. Whilst many of its services have
been transferred to national boards,there still remain a
variety to warrant our concern and interest.

The disinterested citizen who does not vote may never
think of him/herself as a landowner, a shareholder in
vast undertakings, of property and millions of pounds in-
vested in Municipal housing controlled by a 'board of
directors’' elected by the public and answerable to them.

The failure to vote to maintain the services that
local government provides and for the continuance and
proper conduct of municipal services is, in fact, a vote
against their existence. Even the careless citizen who
does not vote, directly pays the cost of numerous serv-
ices. To deny oneself’' participation does not afford
relief from contributions to the costs of services provid
-ed.

We live in an area in which local government is admin
-istered by its lowest tier - the Community Council.

Its functions may be restricted; the need for exist-
ence often challenged. But its strength lies in its power
to harness and reflect local opinion. In the absence of
such a body one would have to resort to individual object
-ions with the consequent chaos and disappointments.

A Community Council has the legal right to make repre
-sentations on behalf of inhabitants within its area of
administration. It can make demands on the upper tiers
of control. It has unrestricted control over its own
finances.

So much is happening in local government which is
only known to those actively interested or engaged in its
administration and to those whose interests are directly
affected.

The Local Government Boundary Commission which has

been sitting for over two years is reviewing Local Govern
ment structure in Wales, with particular reference to
Community Councils. It seeks to disentangle the present
system from the inconsistencies and anomalies of the 1974
Act.

Recent revelations of corruption and evidence of dis-
graceful brawls in Council Chambers may be responsible for
a measure of cynicism in our assessment of what is good
in local government.

It would be dangerous and unwarranted to allow the
machinations of a few individuals and the uncontrollable
antics of some idiots to blot out the rays of brilliant
achievements of a large majority of dedicated men and
women who have been, and still are, responsible for main-
taining high standards of administration of local govern-
ment in this country which are the envy of the world.

In the emerging pattern of our life we in our commun-
ity may sometimes be found guilty of stubbornly resisting
changes. It is the duty of the council to balance the
retention of the environment with the demands of progress.

We cannot foresee the end results and may not be
aware of the consequences of developments which inexor-
ably pursue iheircourse,andintheirforwardmarcheffect-
ively depriving the conmunity. of its heritage at each
stage; blotting out scenic beauty, grassland, hedges and
views of coastline either vanish or destroyed by the perm
-anency of brick and stone. It is the function and duty
of the Council to minimise the effect of rapid changes
and to exert its influence to steer planning and develop
-ment to an acceptable pattern.

It demands vigilance and determination to 'mind one's
own business', to be aware of what is happening and to
exert its influence to preserve our heritage.

The distance between registering complaints or object
~-ions and fulfilment 1is often long and arduous. Even
when projects are agreed so many factors intrude. 'No
provision in the estimates' is the greatest hurdle to
overcome .

The largerauthourities to whom complaints are referr-
ed are never reluctant to take action when the climate is
favourable. A1T major schemes are so dependent on avail-
ability of money.

In this parish we have witnessed the problem caused
by rapid development straining the existing resources.
Sewerage services in Creigiau have been extended beyond
their capacity and distressing problems of hygiene the
inevitable result.

The widening of roads, removing dangerous hazards,
have been the subject of discussions and agreements, for
years but no evidence of progress.

Such delays are interpreted as'the ineffectiveness
of the Council, whereas records can prove persistent
efforts for solution.

The parish/community of Pentyrch is undergoing rapid
social and physical changes. It is unique inasmuch as the
council has to cater for three communities with diverse
interests which create problems which present a challenge
to its aim to give satisfactory service.

STEETLEY QUARRY DISPUTE/AN OBJECTION.

In the first issue of "Link" you will be publishing a
letter contributed to the 13th May edition of the Ponty-
pridd Observer by Community Councillor George Davies
under the heading "Steetley Quarry dispute: a Defence"

I understand that your motive in re-printing that
communication is to record for posterity the views of one
of the principal participants in this dispute. I gladly
accept, therefore, to state the contrary views of those
of us who would be directly concerned and affected by the
granting to Steetley of their application for planning
extensions at their quarry on the Little Garth. It needs
to be said, at the outset that the Pentyrch Community
Councillors, including Councillor Davies,who are in
favour of the application, have no experience of the mis-
ery of living in "the firing line" of the present quarry-
ing operations. Their homes are safe.

Blasting has been carried on continuously in the ex-
isting quarrying area for the last 30 years and the vibra
~tion caused by the ever increasing intensity and prox-
imity of the explosions is already a serious hazard to
the safety of the homes of all of us who live near. My



own house, which has withstood the storms and tempests
of the last 200 years with walls a yard thick now shakes
alarmingly and my neighbours in the Garth Newydd Council
House Estate, in Nant-y-Garth and in Georgetown complain
of ornaments falling off mantlepieces and of cracks
appearing in their walls.

The blasting we are now having to endure still takes
place on the Morganstown and Radyr sides of the Little
Garth and we are, therefore, to some extent shielded from
even worse effects by the land which remains unquarried
on the upper slopes of these other sides of the hill. But
the application to extend Steetley would take the quarry-
ing up to the top of the hill, if not over the top and
down towards us, so that our homes would be completely
exposed to the full force of this destructive bombardment
Moreover, on our side of the Little Garth there is still
an extensive wood full of mature and beautiful deciduous
trees, particularly a number of superb beech trees. This
wood, which will be destroyed if planning permission is
granted, at present provides a screen which still just
manages to preserve the original appearance of the beaut-
iful little valley between the Garth Mountain and the
Little Garth although, as everyone knows, who uses it,
the charm and safety of the mile-long road which runs up thro-
ough the valley to Pentyrch have been destroyed, long
ago, by the continuous procession of large, dusty lorries
travelling to and from the Steetley Company's existing
workings. Already, the traffic carried by the present
road to Pentyrch is way beyond tolerable limits and it
is impossible to believe that the road can take any addit
-ional industrial use. As a result of complaints from the
inhabitants, a ban is soon to be imposed on lorries over
three tons in weight passing through the village of Pent-
yrch. This means that all heavy-duty lorries making for
the entry to the Steetley workings, located half-way up
the Pentyrch hill road, will only approach that entry
from the bottom of the hill and return the same way, so
that that short stretch of the 14 ft wide road down-hill
from the Steetley entry to the Ynys Bridge roundabout
will have to carry all the Steetley traffic, something
more than twice the existing heavy-duty traffic on this
part of the road. This monstrous increase in traffic is
bound to be a terrible hazard for all these who live in
the Heol Berry council houses, especially the children.

But all that Councillor Davies has to say about these
very real anxieties, the destruction of a heritage of
beauty and all the other painful consequences described
in my last paragraph is that "It is regrettable that
there is bound to be some disfigurement of the environ-
ment'". However, we must not worry, all will be well,
because "the company has promised to minimise as much as
possible any damage it causes and will seek to preserve
and even restore the beauty of the area'". (the underlin-
ings to these quotations are mine!)

Councillor Davies' argument for the granting of the
planning extension is deceptively simple. Here is an
undertaking which provides valuable employment in the
locality. It is, unfortunately, in difficulty because
of animbalance in the relative proportions of the two
qualities of stone quarried. By far the greater proport-
ion consists of high grade dolomite which is "valuable
and rare" but which, unhappily, the company, in order
to keep going, is forced to sell as inferior stone to be
used for road-making and other crude civil engineering
and agricultural purposes. This imbalance can only be
corrected by the extension of planning permission to
allow the company to quarry additional substantial depos-
its of low grade stone which will then replace the high
grade ore now being sold for road-making and thus help to
conserve that high grade ore for the service of the anti-
cipated expansion in the steel industry in S. Wales over
the next 25 years, While there are other deposits of dolo-
mite in S. Wales they are negligible and of inferior qual-
ity. Between here and Derbyshire only Steetley have the
genuine metallurgical 'MCCoy' (and they own all the stuff
in Derbyshire too) If, in the present and projected quarry
-ing operations, some homes are damaged, a cherished and
lovely wooded hill is annihilated and some children killed
on their nearest road what does it matter? The vital, sSup-
reme thing is employment and (oh! how unfortunately, in
this case) employment ennobled by the fact that the expan-
sion of the steel industry in S. Wales is dependent upon
it.

I do not share Councillor’'s Davies' touching faith in
the facts and arguments presumbly advanced by the Steetley
Company so I sought out and obtained the comments of an in
independent authoritative expert on all types of quarrying
currently being carried on in S. Wales. He happens, also,
to be very familiar with steel-making processes and the
particular use in them of dolomite. He tells me that dolo-
mite is NOT in short supply in S. Wales. In Risca there is
a dolomite quarry now planning a five-fold increase
in its dolomite production. In Tintern there is a dolomite
quarry with considerable deposits and, not two miles away
from the Steetley quarry, within the jurisdiction of the
Pentyrch Community Council itself, there is the Creigiau
quarry chock-full of dolomite waiting to be mined and
owned by the British Steel Corporation. All of these sources
can produce high grnde metallurgical dolomite entirely
suitable for use at Llanwern and Port Talbot.

These specific contradictions of Councillor Davies'
assertions could, of course, have been inferred from Steet
ley's trading policy. This is a great company, profitable
and with ample resources. Is it conceivable that such a
company would sell "valuable and rare'" raw material for
road-making when they could, if it was really valuable and
rare, leave it in the ground until its increasing scarcity
value accumulated to vast potential profits. Alternatively
if this material was no longer rare and valuable in this
locality; if, in fact, there was too much dolomite around,
any company would jump at the chance of selling it for
road-making. I suspect that the decision to adopt that alt
-native policy was the real reason for selling the '"valuab
~le and rare' for road-making and that some ingenious
character thought up the "imbalance" argument which, at one
fell swoop, appeared to offer a splendid reason for supp-
orting the application for additional planning permission
while also providing a plausible explanation for the other
-wise totally incomprehensible squandering of the huge
annual quantity of the "valuable and rare". Perhaps, how-
ever, Councillor Davies has forgotten that the company
assured me, though their local manager, that if the extend
-ed planning permission is granted it will not be acted
upon for at least 10 years. If the true purpose of the ex-
tended planning application is to correct that unfortun-
ate "imbalance" would it not be acted upon immediately or,
at least, as soon as possible, which, in quarrying pract-
ice, usually requires a preparatory period of not more
than two years, not at least 10 years. Otherwise, the
annual squandering of 400,000 tonnes of the '"valuable and
rare"” on road-making would go on for another eight years -
the very thing we are assured, in Councillor Davies' de-
fence, the extended planning permission is intended to
prevent?

It is all very puzzling. I wonder, however, if there
could be other and cogent reasons for making this planning
application about which we have not so far been told. For
instance, suppose that Steetley had decided to pull out of
the 'Little Garth' perhaps in order to sell the undertaking
Would not the sale price be significantly improved by the
inclusion of this additional planning permission? Or supp-
ose Steetley were thinking of closing the whole place down
for a period until the market in dolomite and road-stone
improved? They have the resources which would enable them
to wait. When they re-opened would not the exploitation of
the additional planning permission help them to make even
greater profits? Councillor Davies is an experienced trade
unionist and, as he says so emphatically in his defence, he
is no friend of the bosses. He will surely have thought of
all the possible reasons for this application and has, I
am sure, already obtained from Steetley a firm undertaking
that thay will not prusue either of the imaginary courses
suggested above.

I began this letter with a reference to posterity. I
wish I could be as sure of the verdict of the Mid-Glamor-
gan Planning Committee as I am of the verdict of the future
generations of this parish. Of course, we who object to
this planning application understand the importance of
work. Councillor Davies is not the only one who remembers
the bad old days and never wants to see them again. But if
conservation is to mean anything there must be occasions
when a community decides that too great a price can be
paid for employment requiring intrusive and dangerous in-
dustrial processes.

We who lived all our lives in this parish have seen
the Steetley industrial processes progress inexorably from



what began as a nuisance to what is now a menace. Many of
us have had to live with this for 30 years already and,
however much we may hate it, we will have to go on,living
with it, under the existing planning permission, for anoth
-er 13 or 14 years, which may well be long enough to
complete the destruction of our homes.

Is that not enough?

(COUNCILLOR) NEST JEREMY.

STEETLEY QUARRY DISPUTE: A DEFENCE

In view of the extensive coverage given in the "Obser-
ver" to the discussion by the Taff-Ely Borough Council of
the application by Steetley's, Taffs Well, to extend their
operations in the Garth Wood, and in view of the fact that
Penytrch Community Council seem to be a minority group in
supporting that application, I would like to state my
reasons why I, with the majority of the members, favoured
the application.

There are two qualities of stone quarried at Taffs
Well. The higher quality is a basic raw material used in
iron and steel making. The lower quality with impurities
is used for civil engineering and agricultural purposes.
The higher quality Dolomite, which is essential in the
iron and steel industries in Wales, has two essential pro-
ducts—"Dolosenter", a flux used in iron making, and "Dol
met'", a burnt produce used as a fluxing agent in the
basic oxygen steel process. To produce both these import-
ant products requires a stone that is low in impurities
of iron oxide, silica and alumina.

It is important to state that the company is of the
opinion based on the White Paper "British Steel Corporat-
ion Ten-Year Development Plan or Strategy" (which indicat
-es increased investment, modernisation in the Welsh
steel industry over the next decade), that the modern
methods of iron and steel production used in South Wales
will require a supply of both iron and steel making "dolo
-mite fluxes" for at least 25 years. ’

High grade dolomite is valuable and rare. For, des-
pite widespread borings, it has been discovered that the
only large reserve of the stone of the requisite quality
within 200 miles of Taffs Well is at Whitewall in Derby-
shire. Other dolomite deposits in South Wales are too
poor in quality or too small in tonnage to be suitable
for the Welsh industrial requirements.

The position as I understand 1t at Taffs Well is that
under present planning permission there is an imbalance
between the two quality types of stone. With the present
planning permission there remains at Taffs Well only one
million tonnes of non-metallurgical stone and 13 million

tonnes of high quality metallurgical stone. In recent
years the company's stone extraction has averaged one
million tonnes per annum, about 40 per cent, of which has
used for metallurgical purposes. It is therefore obvious
that if there is no extension of planning permiSsion, and
the quarry is to continue at its present level of product-
ion, that the more valuable and rare stone will be used

for inferior though necessary purposes of civil engineering
and agricultural activities.

Or alternatively, production will have to be drastical
-1y reduced and the lower quality non-metallurgical stone
sales virtually eliminated. Both possibilities are unaccep
-table with many ramifications, including the viability of
the company, the disastrous effects on the economy and
associated industries. (The Glamorgan Brick Co., Ready
Mixed Concrete and the Wimpey Asphalt have leasehold sites
production sites on the company. The labour force of
these companies being about 130 persons, There is a cap-
ital investment which exceeds £10 million altogether on
this site).

It is regrettable that there is bound to be some dis-
figurement of the environment, but the company has prom-
ised to minimise as much as possible any damage it causes,
and will seek to preserve and even restore the beauty of
the area.

To the objectors of this application I would say it is
easy to object to anything that is unpleasant, but if the
thing objected to is of the present dimensions and impor-
tance, then any reasonable objector should come forward
with rational alternatives.

Do the observers suggest that quarrying should take
place elsewhere, and if so, where? The present policy of
the Mid. and South Glamorgan is to meet the existing de-
mands for limestone in industrial South Wales from the
development of the present quarries.

Do the objectors suggest that the maintenance of
supplies of stone for road building, structural concrete
sectors, and other engineering projects cease forthwith?
And do they suggest that this company should confine its
activities to the production of metallurgical stone, which
would mean a reduction of half its workforce and increase
in the price of its dolomite to the steel industry of
Wales, which is barely competitive at the present?

I do not work for this boss and I have spent a life-
time as an active trade unionist fighting against bosses.
But in this case I feel that I must fight for this boss
because of the men he employs and their jobs. To refuse
planning permission here is not wise planning but the
negation of it.

GEORGE C. DAVIES.
COMMUNITY COUNCILLOR

THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST. CATWG, PENTYRCH.

A.W.REES M.A. (VICAR OF PENTYRCH)

The Parish Church is dedicated to St. Catwg and I am
often asked by newcomers and by visitors who this saint
was, The best known of all the Welsh saints is, of course
St. David but we must not forget that there are many
other great figures in the history of the Welsh Church,
such as Illtyd, Dyfrig, Teilo and our own Catwg. These
men founded religious settlements in different parts of
Wales and they were given the title '"sant" which in those
days simply meant "abbot". From these centres they spread
out to carry on evangelistic work. This was at the period
of the 5th. and 6th. centuries before St. Augustine land-
ed in Kent to originate the Roman influence in England
which was to prevail until the Reformation. The existence
of these Christian "colonies" so long ago testifies to
the extreme antiquity of the Welsh Church and to its inde
-pendence from '"across the border'.

Catwg or Cadoc founded a monastic colony at Nant
Carban, now known as Llancarfan where the ancient church
is dedicated to him. The extent of his influence can be
seen in the fact that at least ten of the old churches
in the Diocese of Llandaff bear his name, as do several
others in what is now the Diocese of Monmouth. Although
no stone churches were built in Wales before the Norman
Conquest there were in many places ''cells'", the fore-
runners of the parish churches, and it is highly probable
that a religious foundation, beginning with one such
cell, has existed at Pentyrch for 1,400 years. This was

originally an offshoot of Catwg's monastery at Llancarfan
To this day vestiges of this ancient tradition remain.
The name of the spring just below the Church "Ffynon
Catwg" may well confirm this as also might the name of
the little stream into which it runs - 'Nant Gwladys'" -
which is the name of Catwg's mother. Incidently it is
pleasing to note that modern builders have renewed the
tradition with "Parc St. Catwg” and "Heol-yr-Eglwys'". Our
church today has a very fine pulpit upon the panels of
which are carvings depicting legendary events in the
lives of both David and Catwg. I like to draw the attent-
ion of the children to the figures of the bird, the
mouse, the bell and the stag which play their parts in
the particular stories.

Space precludes me from giving much detail about the
subsequent history of the Church. Suffice it to say that
by the eleventh century Pentyrch was under the influence
of Teilo's monastery at Llandaff and in the twelfth cent-
ury it became a parish under the control of the Diocese
of Llandaff in which it has remainded to this day. From
the year 1100 there is documented evidence of parochial
affairs largely of a financial nature. Things do not
change! The first Vicar was Eniauur in 1147 and I myself
am the twenty-seventh.

The earliest church building at Pentyrch was probably
a wooden structure but through the evidence of twelfth
century relics we can safely assume that the first stone
church belongs to early Norman times. This church is said
to have consisted of simple nave and chancel with bell
cot and priest's door. An entry in the Churchwarden's
Accounts for 1834 shows that it had a gallery. This






