Minutes of the Buildings Sub-Committee Meeting held at 7pm, on 3rd October 2011 at the Council Offices, Pentyrch.
Present: 
Councillors:
 

John Harrison (Chairman), Stuart Thomas, 







Sandie Rosser, Stewart McKay & Penri Williams. 
Apologies: 
Councillors:


Wynford Ellis Owen & Jim Prosser.

Prior to the meeting the members expressed their concern at the continued ill-health of Cllr Jim Prosser and the Clerk was asked to send a message of good wishes, in the first instance, and enquire as to whether he required an extended leave of absence from Council duties.
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Minutes of the Meeting of 4th October 2010

The minutes were adopted as a true record and using the minutes the Chairman updated the 
meeting as to the current situation.
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Matters Arising and Progress Made
The Clerk advised members that the following matters had been resolved:
1. The carpet in the office, beneath the Clerk’s chair, had been repaired.

2. Portable appliance testing (PAT) was now carried out on an annual basis. A specific budget for future financial years would be identified at the January 2012 Forward Planning meeting.  Clerk to arrange
3. The damp penetration on the ceiling of the upstairs office had not progressed and the problem appeared to have been resolved.  
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Clerks Report
The Clerks brought the following matters to the attention of members:

104.1
Painting of offices upstairs
It was agreed that the ceilings would be painted in a white vinyl silk and the walls in an off-white colour.  The work would be undertaken by the Maintenance officers as there was insufficient time, before the opening ceremony, to put the work out to tender.  Clerk to arrange
104.2
New Chair
The Clerk advised members in relation to a suitable chair for his duties and, after a discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk could purchase a chair from IKEA code-named a ‘Markus’.  Clerk to arrange
104.3
Storage Shed for rear garden

The Clerk explained to members the application by ‘Pentyrch Baby & Toddlers’ group for a storage solution to their problems with regard to the toys and equipment used at their venue of Pentyrch Rugby Club.  The Clerk’s suggestion of a shed to assist community groups with storage problems was discussed by the members and Cllr Thomas expressed his concern regarding the provision of storage solutions for commercial enterprises, as he felt that this was outside the remit of the Council.  He proposed that this recommendation be rejected and was seconded by Cllr Williams.  The subsequent vote was 2 for the proposal, 1 against and 1 abstention.  The Clerk confirmed that the security gate suggested between the garage and the main building should proceed and this was agreed.  Clerk to arrange
104.4
Noticeboard outside the Council office
The Clerk explained that there was a spare noticeboard, following the refurbishment of GYG Village Hall, and it was agreed that this would be placed by the garden wall between the telegraph post and the lamp-post in order to inform passers-by.  The Clerk was advised to confirm with CCC (Development Control) as to whether planning permission was required and to make any necessary arrangements should that be the case.  The Clerk was also asked to check with the owner of ‘Solfach’ as to whether they had any objections.  Clerk to arrange
104.5
Government Procurement Service ~ Energy
The Clerk advised members of the opportunity available to source our energy needs from a more competitive source than our current suppliers and that this may save a small amount per year.  It was agreed that the Clerk would enquire further into this.  However the discussion veered over to substantially reducing the energy costs of the Council offices by the installation of photo-voltaic solar panels on the roof to, not only supply the electricity needs, but also off-set the cost of gas.  The sale of the Rest Centre provided the capital to achieve long-term savings to the running costs of the Council, which could be reflected in budget savings for years ahead.  The Clerk was asked to enquire further into this as a matter of urgency, as the government initiatives in this area are time-lined, and prepare some costings.  Clerk to arrange
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Matters of concern to Members present
Cllr McKay apologised for bringing up an issue for an Estates Committee meeting at the Buildings Committee meeting but asked whether all Councillors could be provided with details of what land was in the ownership of the PCC and a policy agreed as to the future use of each parcel of land as there did not appear to be an overarching strategy.  The Clerk showed members his ‘terrier’ map which gave a brief account of each registered title together with a map showing the extent of the holding.  Cllr Thomas proposed that all Councils receive a copy of the ‘terrier’ map and this was agreed.  Clerk to arrange
The Chairman also apologised for straying away from the Buildings Committee remit and complained about the overgrowth of vegetation alongside the Llantrisant Road, echoing Cllr Thomas’ many complaints over many years regarding the state of the pavement in particular.  The Clerk advised that he had complained to CCC on many occasions and would continue to do so.  Clerk to arrange
Cllr Williams queried the general state of the Council offices and the Clerk advised he was unaware of any specific defects but acknowledged that a more detailed assessment should be undertaken to ensure the soundness of the building for the future.  Cllr McKay stated that he had had a survey undertaken on Creigiau Church Hall and he would advise the Clerk of the company concerned.  The Clerk agreed to look into engaging a building surveyor to assess the state of the building.  Clerk to arrange
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.05 pm.
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