


























PENTYRCH  COMMUNITY  COUNCIL





COMMUNITY  PLAN 











Cardiff County Council are in the process of devising a Unitary Development Plan (UDP).  The UDP will be the blueprint of the proposed future of Cardiff up to 2016 and will be available soon for public consultation.





The Community Council would like to ensure that the villages are not overlooked and the aspirations of local residents are reflected in the UDP.  To this end the Community Council have drawn up their own Community Plan. 

















�
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY





Current proposals have been divided into 2 categories - Projects and Campaign issues.  These categories have then been sub divided into short term/current -  those that are easily attainable and relatively inexpensive, and long term/new -  those that require co- operation from other partnerships or are in need of additional funding.





Projects





Short Term


Conservation 


To safeguard the conservation of the area’s wild flowers, plants and animals, particularly in areas such as Fairmeadow fields and woodland, the Frog Pond and Gwaelod y Garth woodland;  


To provide nesting boxes in the appropriate locations and to preserve the areas around the quarries;





Villages 


To enhance the villages by way of providing shrubs and flowers.  Promoting a sense of pride in the villages with the ultimate aim of entering the “Best Kept Village” competition;


To improve landscaping around the fingerpost, Gwaelod y Garth; 





Residents 


To support improved provisions for the elderly;


To support improved provisions for the youth;


To support local organisations;





Recreation 


To support the provision of sports facilities in Pentyrch and Creigiau;


To provide and promote booklets/leaflets of the public rights of ways within the area and possibly the formation of a Pentyrch Ramblers association;


To ensure that all public rights of way are kept open;





Long Term   


Recreation 


To work in conjunction with the residents of Creigiau to provide additional recreational facilities 	for Creigiau by way of a Community Hall/Centre;


To work in conjunction with the Trustees of Pentyrch Rest Centre to provide better facilities;





Access


To provide pedestrian access from Creigiau village to the Recreation ground;


To improve pedestrian access from Pentyrch to Gwaelod y Garth along the old green lane;


To improve pedestrian access around the Memorial Park;





Facilities	


To formulate a comprehensive “History of the Community”;


To provide a reference library of village matters and/or a small library and reading room;


To improve facilities at Capel Llanilltern;


To improve School Lane, Gwaelod y Garth;


To improve and maintain Community Council’s  street furniture - including benches, noticeboards and wooden bus shelter and to provide a map of the villages in a central location;


�
Campaign Issues





Ongoing


To conserve the villages against over development and to ensure they maintain their rural character;





To campaign against the extension of the local quarries;





To promote the education of the use of the Welsh language and to support Welsh language learners by providing a venue for classes;





To maintain the Welsh atmosphere of the villages and to support the continuation of old traditions;





To ensure that a Police presence is maintained in the villages;





To campaign for a more equal electoral representation in Creigiau;





To campaign for an improved and reliable bus service for the villages;





To campaign for the eradication of invasive plants;


	


Highway - Rural Transport Policy





To campaign for lighting on Ty Nant Road, Creigiau;





To oppose any junction from the A4119 to the M4;





To campaign for a weight limit through Creigiau and to ensure that existing weight limits are enforced;





To campaign for the improvement of the condition of the county lane network;





To campaign for a new light diesel railway line through Creigiau;





To campaign for a cycle network to link with the Taff Trail;





To campaign for traffic calming measures throughout the villages; 





New  





To take on further Agency agreements with the County;





To strive to improve communications between the County and local residents by making


 available an easily accessible venue at the Community building; 





To campaign for recycling facilities in the villages and additional litter bins;
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THE COMMUNITY 


Pentyrch  Community Council serves the villages of Pentyrch, Creigiau, Capel Llanilltern, and Gwaelod y Garth.  The villages are four separate communities situated to the north west of Cardiff.  All are similar in nature being small rural villages surrounded by farmland and with very little commercial influences.  Pentyrch, Creigiau and Gwaelod y Garth have community buildings which house various social and recreational groups.  Pentyrch and Creigiau both have numerous thriving sports associations based at two sports/recreational grounds.  Capel Llanilltern, being a small hamlet within the Creigiau area, does not have any facilities.  There are a variety of religious establishments throughout the Community area and three primary schools, two of which offer the option of teaching through the medium of Welsh. All the groups and organisations in the area contribute a great deal to village life and have a major influence on the character of the communities. 





THE COUNCIL 


The Council consists of 13 Councillors representing the villages 6:5:2 (Pentyrch, Creigiau and Gwaelod y Garth respectively).  The Community Council area is covered by two County Council wards - Pentyrch (Pentyrch & Gwaelod y Garth) and Creigiau (Creigiau & Capel Llanilltern).  The Creigiau ward also includes St Fagans but there is a separate St Fagans Community Council. 





Pentyrch Community Council functions on a committee basis.  The full Council meet once a month (excluding the month of August) - normally the third Monday of the month - when most of the day to day business of the Council is decided upon.  The meetings are advertised well in advance and the public invited to attend.  There is a provision on the Agenda for the public to voice any concerns.  The venue of the meeting rotates between the three villages (usually Jan, Feb, Mar, Apr - Pentyrch Village Hall. May, June, July - Creigiau Church Hall and Sept, Oct, Nov, Dec - Gwaelod y Garth Village Hall).  The Council is solely funded through the Council Tax and unlike the County Council, receives no Government Grant.  A small amount of income is collected from wayleaves.  The Council  employs two part-time office workers, one full time handyman and two casual labourers.  It serves a population of over 6000 residents.





FUNCTIONS


The Community Council undertakes the following functions:- public right of ways (PROW)  maintenance and improvement, provision of allotments, maintenance of two burial grounds, maintenance and provision of open spaces (notably the Community Council owns the Garth Common) maintenance of four community woodlands, maintenance and provision of play equipment at two play grounds, maintenance and management of Creigiau Recreation Field, maintenance of several small pockets of grass areas within the villages.  In addition to this the Council provides and maintains the wooden bus shelter in Pentyrch village centre,  many of the public seats and the notice boards in the area.





It is active on behalf of local residents in seeking to bring pressure on the County Council to carry out its functions and duties particularly in relation to highways, footways (pavements), public rights of way (PROW), street cleansing and the provision of amenities.  It seeks to help promote and support voluntary leisure and charitable activities and has an interest in any matter which can affect the lives of local residents - planning matters are a particular concern.  The Community Council has an Agency Agreement with the County to maintain the 45 miles of PROW in the area.





The Community Council are regularly consulted on initiatives from the Wales Assembly Government, Cardiff County Council, Bro Taff Health Authority and other public bodies.  There is regular communication with the  County Councillors for Pentyrch and Creigiau and a close working relationship has been built up with the Community Police officer.    


All Council business is dealt with at the Community office which is open to the public between the hours of 9.30am and 11.30 am Tuesday to Friday.  





The Way Forward





The Community Council recognises the importance of considering the views and aspirations of the local people and organisations.  It is hoped that this plan reflects the wishes of the communities and that with the help and support of residents,  the Community Council can work to address the issues raised in this document.


Environmental Issues





The Community Council is aware of the loss of open spaces throughout the country due to development and the knock on effect this has on flora and forna.  Maintaining close contacts with environmental groups like Forest Enterprise, Coed Cymru, Caerphilly Mountain Countryside Service and Cardiff Conservation Volunteers is vital to the long term conservation of the open countryside.  By safeguarding conservation areas such as Fairmeadow Fields, Pentyrch  and the Frog pond, Creigiau, wildlife and plants can be preserved and encouraged to evolve. The eradication of invasive plants, such as Japanese knotweed,  must be tackled by all landowners. Cardiff County Council are already attempting to control and remove the problem from areas along the highway and the Community Council are monitoring and taking appropriate action to the problem on Community Council land.    


The introduction of bird nesting boxes and the extension and retention of hedgerows will attract a variety of species, not only for birds but other small mammals.  To this end the Community Council in conjunction with Caerphilly Mountain Countryside Service have devised a new management plan for Fairmeadow Fields.  This is a five year plan which is aimed at improving the site as a conservation area and encouraging local participation in its management.  A management plan is also being drawn up, in conjunction with Coed Cymru, for the woodlands.  Consultation has also taken place recently with Forest Enterprise, with the aim of improving Tyn y Coed woods and creating a community woodland.  


  


Regular clearance of the Frog Pond is undertaken and although many people were sad to see the eviction of the ducks, the pond life has started to revive.  Numerous species of aquatic animals can now be found in the pond.  The local school and Caerphilly Mountain Countryside Service regularly use the pond as an educational point to introduce children to local wildlife. 





The aesthetic aspect of the villages should be protected and encouraged to expand throughout the villages.  Many of the hanging baskets in public areas are provided by the Community Council to complement the work carried out by Pentyrch Open Gardens and other village organisations. Shrubs and plants have been introduced around the fingerpost in Gwaelod y Garth, at the entrance to the Recreation ground in Creigiau and in the shopping precinct in Pentyrch.  Wild flowers have been planted in the hedgerows and daffodils in the verges.  The introduction of these plants, shrubs and bulbs is costly over such a large area. The Community Council will continue to strive to make the villages more visually attractive and hope, eventually,  to enter one or all of the villages into the “Best Kept Village” competition.





The threat of development taking over the villages would counteract all the above initiatives.  To conserve the villages against over development the Community Council will continue to monitor all planning applications for the area and campaign against the expansion of local quarries and landfill sites. 





Recycling of household waste must be encouraged at a local level either by door stop collections or local recycling centres.  The Community Council will encourage and support relevant initiatives and put pressure on the County to do likewise.





Another major threat to our villages is from vandals and the noticeboards, benches and wooden bus shelter in Pentyrch are prime targets.  Every effort is and will continue to be made to combat this problem.  Again it is a costly exercise, not only to repair but also to replace this street furniture.  A number of Memorial benches have been installed by the Community Council and funded by local families.  The vandals seem to have a little more respect for these Memorial benches.  





Recreation





The communities already have a wealth of recreational facilities run by various sports groups based at the local schools, Parc y Dwrllyn and the Recreation Ground.  (The recreation ground in Gwaelod y Garth is owned and run by Cardiff County Council). Other recreational activities take place at Gwaelod y Garth Village Hall, Pentyrch Village Hall, Creigiau Church Hall, Pentyrch Rest Centre and Creigiau Scouts Headquarters. The Community Council recognise the need for a Community Hall for Creigiau and improved facilities at the Rest Centre, Pentyrch.  The Community Council will work with the local organisations involved in these projects and will provide as much help and support as possible.  Councillors are Trustees to Pentyrch Village Hall and regularly support improvements carried out by the management committee.  The Community Council own and maintain Creigiau Recreation Ground, the adventure playground, and play equipment in the Memorial Park in Pentyrch.  Financial support is regularly given to local groups for equipment, special events and projects.    The Community Council will continue to support local groups financially and will ensure that adequate play equipment is provided for local children. 





However not everyone is interested in sport and the local youth clubs play an important part in the lives of many youngsters.  Council’s support for these groups will continue.





Recreational activities for the elderly must not be overlooked and the Community Council will continue to support the Good Neighbours scheme, the Tuesday luncheon club, Creigiau Companions, and the Over 60s clubs. 





Footpaths throughout the area play an important part in adult recreation and the Garth Mountain provides the opportunity to explore a number of different walks whilst enjoying wonderful views over Cardiff, the Bristol Channel and even as far as Pen y Fan in the Brecon Beacons.  A viewing platform indicating areas of interest is in the process of being constructed.  A number of circular walks have been published in the Community Link and it is Council’s intention to amalgamate this information into promotional booklets/leaflets.  To continue to promote the use of the public rights of way it is essential that these footpaths are properly maintained and kept open.  The Community Council will continue to undertake this duty under an Agency Agreement with Cardiff County Council.  Council’s ultimate aim is to encourage the formation of a local Ramblers association.


The opportunity to explore the countryside brings many visitors to the area.  The Community Council would like to provide maps of the villages in a central position in the village centres. 





Access





Access to the villages is via small unclassified roads which are unsuitable for modern day traffic.  The main roads through the villages are adjacent to residential areas and the speed of through traffic is unacceptable.  In addition local quarries and landfill sites have resulted in a increase in large vehicles using the villages for access to these sites. This additional traffic is putting a strain on the state of the roads and potholes are a frequent occurrence. Although some areas are covered by weight restrictions this does not deter the less discerning drivers.  Correspondence is regularly sent to Cardiff County Council, and the Welsh Assembly government highlighting problems with the conditions of the road and roadside litter.  Requests have been made for traffic calming at various locations and for weight restrictions to be extended particularly through the village of Creigiau.  The probability of a new junction from the A4119 to the M4 is remote but nevertheless a  real possibility and would make Creigiau a rat run for through traffic.  The Community Council pledge to campaign against any such proposals should they arise.  The lack of lighting on Ty Nant Road, Creigiau is another major concern.  The Community Council will continue to put pressure on the County to address all these issues and ensure the safety of local residents. 





The County must be urged to explore alternative forms of transport by improving public transport to the villages, reinstating the railway line to Creigiau and introducing a new light diesel rail service, and by providing a cycle network to link the villages with other cycle trails.





Safe pedestrian access between the villages is non existent other than over farmland.  The reinstatement of the old Green Lane between Pentyrch and Gwaelod y Garth will be addressed to provide safe pedestrian passage down Heol Goch.  The options of improving access to Creigiau recreation ground will be considered.  Negotiations will be made with the relevant land owners with the view of creating a new footway between the Terrace and the Recreation ground.   


Following requests from the Community Council, Cardiff County Council are now looking at ways to improve pedestrian access along Heol Goch from Cefn Bychan to Heol y Pentre.  The Community Council will liaise with the County to ensure that the final project will be acceptable to all residents and will not have any adverse affect on adjacent properties.





Access along School Lane in Gwaelod y Garth has been of concern for many years and although progress was made with the former Taff Ely Borough Council and a promise made of an upgraded path, this was not honoured by Cardiff County Council.  The Community Council will continue to campaign for improvements in this area.  





Education





The Community Council will continue to be represented on Pentyrch and Creigiau School Governing bodies and will strive to ensure that the best education possible is available for our children.  Issues of the Garth Domain, Community Link and other books of local interest are donated, by the Community Council, to the feeder schools of the area. A collection of the same is being made at the Community office.  This is supplemented by a collection of old post cards depicting the villages in times gone by, many of which have appeared in the Community Link and Garth Domain.  The Community Council will continue to purchase such material and aim to formulate a comprehensive “History of the Community” for public information.     





The Community Council supports the education of the Welsh language to young and old. A Welsh Language Policy has been in situ for some time and correspondence and verbal contact is available via this medium.  The Community Council would like to encourage more residents to learn the language and support local Welsh language groups.  It is Council’s aim to make available the Community building for Welsh language education. It is essential that the Welsh atmosphere of the villages is maintained and old traditions are continued and handed down to future generations. 





Capel Llanilltern





The Community Council do not own any areas of land in the Capel Llanilltern area nor provide any facilities or services. However representations are made to the County regarding issues in the area - planning, road cleansing, parking and the recent installation of grasscrete is the result of a long campaign.   Suggestions and comments from residents in Capel Llanilltern would be appreciated as the Community Council is committed to improving relations with Capel Llanilltern residents.





Other Issues





The method of calculation for representation of Councillors for the various wards is outdated and does not provide equal electoral representation for Creigiau.  The Community Council have asked for a review of the situation.  The Community Council will continue to campaign for equal representation for all the villages.





When purchasing the Community office the Council made provisions for a Community Police office within the building.  This agreement is fixed until 2005.  The Council will strive to ensure that this Police presence is retained and improved.





Community & Town Councils in England are being encouraged to undertake additional Agency Agreements with their Local Authorities.  Pentyrch Community Council would like to see this initiative extended to Wales and would actively participate in additional agreements with Cardiff County Council.  Council’s long term aim is that closer contacts can be made with the County and an arrangement made for various departments to make use of the Community building to hold surgeries.  





Conclusion 





It is hoped that the issues raised in this document reflect the future of the villages as envisaged by the wider public and fulfils Council’s Mission Statement


 


“The Community Council aims to achieve an improvement in our environment, to enrich the quality of life and preserve the diversity of local life.  The Council will endeavour to protect the rural character of the four villages and retain local identity".





-------------------------------�
									Appendix 1





Consultees and their suggestions





Pentyrch


Neighbourhood Watch Open Meeting


1. 	Traffic calming measures are needed in the following locations  i. Maes y Sarn ii. Lon-y-Fro iii. Mountain Road.


2. 	A more regular bus service through Pentyrch.


3. 	The double yellow lines on the road at the shop precinct need repainting.


4. 	A more visible police presence is needed.


5. 	The more regular collection of garden/ domestic rubbish is necessary the present skip provision being inadequate.


6. 	A CCTV provision at the shops would alleviate the nuisance caused by local youths.


7. 	More litter bins are needed.


8.	The re-siting of the telephone kiosk to enable villagers to fully appreciate the wonderful view of the vale of Glamorgan.


9. 	A new notice board at the shops as the present one has become shabby.


10.	A speed camera on Bronllwyn to back up the present camera signs.


11.	A new 'rural feel' bus shelter at the shops as opposed to the modern shelters found elsewhere in the village. 


12.	Concern was expressed at the potholes in the roads and the condition of Heol Pantygored and Heol Goch together with the volume of 
